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CHRISTMAS: 
IT IS INCARNATION TIME 


HRISTMAS IS CONTAGIOUS, as Contagious as measles or laughter. In schools, 
streets, shops, churches, homes, one feels it. Good will is expressed in gar- 
lands, gaily dressed windows and doors, holly wreaths and moods. You see 

it in eyes, hear it in voices, observe it in the way people walk and talk. > 

Faces seem more relaxed. Wrinkles slip into smoothness. Purse strings grow 
less defensive. Heart strings grow more harmonious. 

Old arguments are postponed. New bridges are built in the world of friendships. 
As Dickens has so well demonstrated, Christmas can make a new man of an old 
Scrooge, and send him into the streets calling “Merry Christmas” to friend and foe. 

Christmas is so contagious that a single beam of starlight, a branch of evergreen, 
an old carol, a decorated street will fill a heart to overflowing and drip blessings 
into other lives. That is why Christmas is the singingest season of the entire year. 
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HRISTMAS IS COMPASSIONATE, a time when all who are sensitive to goodness 
C think of the other fellow. At Christmas the mystery of the universe enters us, 
we feel the unity of humanity, and we become conscious of man’s aloneness, man’s 
need of friends, and our need to befriend others. That is why Christmas is the giv- 
ingest season of the year. It is then that we realize that life becomes real life only 
when we extend a helping hand toward a person in need of things or encourage- 
ment. 

Christmas has taught the receptive that all true Christian living is Christian 
dying, dying to self, to selfishness, to pseudo-security, to worldly ambitions. It is 
then we realize in fuller measure that people need us and we need people. The 
very atmosphere of Christmas is dynamically compassionate, emphasizing man’s 
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Above all, Christmas is Christian. It is a holy time, rich in the overtones of 
heaven. Everything we believe as Christians is centered here. It is Incarnation 
Time, the time when we remember the words, “God so loved . . . that he gave.” 
If it really happened, if the Blessed Unseen became the seeable, the hearable, the 
touchable, the near, the loving, then Christmas marks that miracle that out-miracles 
all others. “In the fulness of time,” we believe, “God sent forth His Son... born 
of the Virgin Mary.” 


HEN HE CAME glory came, accompanied by gifts of gold and song. When 
He came love came, touching kings, shepherds, and simple folk. When He 
came God came, and the final salvation of mankind began. 

Christmas reminds us that the bedrock of our Christian faith is in the Incarna- 
tion, the Christmas story. It was then that the great event took place. If we believe 
that it was then that God became man and dwelt among us, we need not stumble 
over lesser areas of Christian teaching, and we need not doubt God’s concern for 
the earth. 

God’s giving is the basis of Christmas. That giving makes Bethlehem the best 
known village in the world. Around that giving are all the things that make life 
worth the living, family love, children, stars, music, spiritual unity, tokens of 
appreciation and affection and the reach for solidarity in God. 

Christmas with the Incarnation is the hope of the world. Christmas without it 
is merely another expression of man’s love of holidays. 

We who know the story and Him about Whom the story was told know, too, 
what it means when we sing, 

“Joy to the world! The Lord is come.” 
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ho were the angels of the annunciation to the shepherds? In speculating on 
this | thought how appropriate it would have been for the Old Testament angels to be in that 
heavenly host. The cherubim who guarded Eden would rejoice that the sin which occasioned 
that distasteful duty would be atoned for. The angel of death who passed over Egypt would 
rejoice that One was born who would break the power of death. In that connection it would 
be fitting for him to announce to the shepherds that their Passover lambs would no longer be 
needed, since the Lamb of God himself had come. The seraphim whom Isaiah saw singing 
around the throne would certainly find “Gloria in Excelsis” a fitting second stanza to the 
Tersanctus. Gabriel, who made the annunciation to Zacharias and Mary, must have been the 
first angel to appear to the shepherds, and later the leader of the heavenly choir. 




















“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude Pe Re 6 oy ct 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory ! 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 


The Angels of the Annunciation 


By HENRY MAHLER 


ILLUSTRATED BY EMILY CHEWNING 








O Cherubim, who long ago 
Sadly guarded Eden’s gate 


With flaming sword, proclaiming woe 


To all mankind, whose parents ate 
Forbidden fruit, were driven forth 
Ignobly from the garden fair 

Into a world of sin and death; 

O Cherubim, across the air 

Now proclaim that Christ is born, 
And man need be no more forlorn; 
The battle lost on Eden’‘s plain 

On Calvary’s cross is won again; 
And garden-losing man may come 


To Christ, his everlasting home. wy 








O Michael, with golden words 

And silvery notes proclaim His birth: 
Glory be to God on high, 

Good will to men and peace on earth. 
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O Cherubim, with golden ‘words 
And silvery notes proclaim His birth: 
Glory be to God on high)... 


Good will to men and peace on earth. 


Michael, messenger of death, 

Who, passing over Egypt's land 

With piercing eye and blighting breath, 
The first-born slew, nor stayed thy hand 
Save where on lintel and on post 

The lamb’s besprinkled blood declared 
That Israel's first-born, at the cost 

Of sacrificial blood, be spared; 

Angel of death, rejoice this hour, 

A newborn babe shall break thy power! 
O tell the shepherds on the plain 

Their little lambs need not be slain! 

The Lamb of God who takes away 

The whole world’s sin is born this day. 
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O Seraphim, who ever soor 
Around the lofty throne, and cry 

In tones that shake the temple door, 
“Thrice-holy art thou, Lord on high; 
Thy radiant glory fills the earth”— 
O come, six-winged dragon choir, 
And carol forth the Saviour’s birth; 
He is the purifying fire 

That touches lips and purges sin, 
And lights a constant flame within. 
O Seraphim, who did surprise 

The visionary prophet’s eyes, 
Appear once more and sweetly sing 
The birth of Jesus, Lord and King. 





O Seraphim, with golden wotds 
a And silvery notes proclaim His birth: 
/ Glory be to God on high,), |. ' 
Good will to men and peace on earth® 


© Gabriel, high messenger 
And herald of Almighty God, 
pe Who in the temple didst appear 

yo And by the incense altar stood 
And told the priest that there would be 
A voice in the wilderness; 
Who later to fair Galilee 
Wast sent by God to hail and bless 
The virgin maid of Nazareth, 
O tell the shepherds what He saith: 
“Across the way in David's town 
The Saviour God Himself comes down.” 
Annunciator, tune thy lyre, 
And lead the high angelic choir! 








i =. . O Gabriel, with golden words 


oo ‘A And silvery notes proclaim His birth: 
( Glory be to God on high, 
Good will to men and peace on earth. 
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EACH CHRISTMAS time Martin Luther 
was in the habit of composing a carol 
for his family’s Christmas Eve cele- 
bration. The one he wrote in 1535 and 
dedicated to his son, Hans, was “From 
Heaven Above to Earth I Come.” A 
man garbed as an angel sang seven 
stanzas of a narrative bringing tidings 
of Christ’s birth. The children then 
expressed their joy in the remaining 
eight stanzas, which was not unusually 
long for the carols of those days. 

Luther had set the words to the air 
of a popular carol, but later to make it 
more fit for public worship he wrote a 
majestic, jubilant chorale which ap- 
peared in his Geistliche Lieder of 1539 
under the name “Von Himmel Hoch.” 
Historians tell us this was one of 
Luther’s original hymns. 

Johann Sebastian Bach picked up 
the melody and used it in Part II of 
his “Christmas Oratorio.” 

A large number of translations have 
been made, but the one by Catherine 
Winkworth in 1855 is particularly 
popular. We know it in our hymn- 
books as “Ah, Dearest Jesus, Holy 
Child” (see Hymnal for Christian 
Worship). 

An even earlier carol, known to 
many but still not in the “Silent 
Night” class, is “Good Christian Men, 
Rejoice.” One story has it that a 
Dominican monk, Heinrich Suso by 
name, saw a vision on Angel’s Night, 
the night before Michaelmas, while he 
lay ill. A host of stately angels “came 
in a heavenly dance” toward him and 
sang a joyous carol of the little child 
Jesus (In Dulci Jubilo). 

Translated from the Latin, the carol 





was used in Protestant services after 
1529 with the third stanza (in praise 
of Mary) omitted. A Protestant ver- 
sion appears in Luther’s Geistliche 
Lieder for 1545, set to a fourteenth 
century German melody. 

The words we use today are a free 
rendering by the Englishman, John 
Mason Neale. Harmony in the Hym- 
nal for Christian Worship is provided 
by Sir John Stainer. 

A carol which seems to be gain- 
ing in popularity with Americans is 
“Angels We Have Heard on High,” 
which will be more easily recognized 
by its chorus: “Gloria in Excelsis 
Deo.” 

The Hymnal 1940 Companion places 
the melody as a French carol dating 
from the eighteenth century from the 
districts of Lorraine and Languedoc. 
It was also known in the Province of 
Quebec. 

Different pronunciations of the 
word excelsis are heard in American 
churches. That recommended by 
schools of music in many American 
universities is the “ch” sound, as 
though the word were spelled ex- 
chelsees, This Italian pronunciation is 
more relaxed and better suited for 
singing than the original Latin. Of 
course, the word is often Anglicized 
in congregational singing so that the 
“ce” becomes “s.” 

Dr. James Sydnor, who helped se- 
lect hymns for the new Presbyterian 
Hymnbook, suggests the carol “Infant 
Holy, Infant Lowly” for its interest- 
ing tune derived from a Polish carol 
(W Zlobie Lezy). Edith Margaret 
Cellibrand Reed has provided the 


© FOR SOME NEW CHRISTMAS CAROLS 


jour New Hymnbook 


English words and arranged the music. 

“Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
is also known in some hymnbooks as 
“Behold a Branch Is Growing,” due 
to two slightly different German texts. 

The Michael Praetorius setting, a 
favorite with American a cappella 
choirs, is taken from a folk tune of 
the Rhineland which he harmonized 
with rhythmical freedom. In_ the 
hymnbooks, however, it is set in the 
style of a carol better suited for con- 
gregational singing. 

Organists can begin the service in 
which this carol is to be used by play- 
ing the posthumous Prelude by Brahms 
based on the melody of this carol. 

We have already noted several ex- 
amples of how hymn writers through 
the ages set their verse to popular 





tunes already known to the people of | 


their day. 

Yet another example is the carol, 
“What Child Is This?” set to the 
hauntingly beautiful English melody, 
“Greensleeves.” Written in 1580 as a 
ballad to Lady Greensleeves, the tune 
was converted to pious use twelve 
days after it was licensed. The new 
version moralized about the manifold 
blessings which God had bestowed 
on sinful man. 

Shakespeare referred to the tune 
twice in “Merry Wives of Windsor” 
and it appeared in New Christmas 
Carols in the year 1642 with the 
words of a New Year carol. 

The words we sing today are by 
William Chatterton Dix, who wrote 
many carols during the rgth century, 
among which is the better known “As 
with Gladness Men of Old.” 


END | 
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Joy to Whom 


By B. A. McILHANY 


Board of Annuities and Relief 
Atlanta, Georgia 


66 HAT DO YOU MEAN I ought 

W to give Joe a birthday 

present for my own bene- 

fit? Seems to me he’s the one getting 

the present!” Jim says in reply to his 

mother’s suggestion that he must re- 
member his friend’s birthday. 

The mother’s answer increases in 
meaning as we read it a second time. 
“Jim,” she says, “you need to give so 
you can learn to meet your obliga- 
tions to people who have helped you. 
Every real person must learn to meet 
his obligations as he grows up, that’s 
the only way to grow. Although you 
may not understand this now, some- 
day ... somehow ... you'll find that 
you're actually grateful for the many 
things people do for you every day. 
You'll understand because you will 
have grown to see these things . . 


4 through your having given. Right 


now, you must try it, and have faith 
in me, that I am right.” 

The point is not whether reluctant 
little Jim gave the present with mis- 
givings, or with a newly discovered 
joy. Nor is this necessarily a secular 
formula for learning to give, and thus 
be happy. It is an easily understood 
example of the fact that a Christian 
must give in order to grow in Chris- 


| tian grace. Not as a payment for the 


| greatest gift of all, but that he may 


| have a feeling part in Christ’s plan of 
| working through us as human agents 
| to perform His miracles of looking 
: after His people. In a very large sense, 
we owe it to ourselves to give; and in 
“As | 
END | 


some inexplicable way the happiness 
of gratitude for what Christ does for 


us—through others—follows as we 
meet our Christian obligations. 

So the happiest giver is perhaps the 
Christian who has learned to give in 
gratitude. 


AS THE CHRISTMAS GIVING SEASON ap- 
proaches, Ministerial Relief 
wishes to present to our congregations 
a way we can give in gratitude to a 
group composed of people who gave 
the greater part of their lives to help- 
ing us—retired or disabled ministers, 
lay missionaries, and widows of min- 
isters. 

Probably it is not necessary to paint 
in detail the picture of past services 
rendered. It is well to remind our- 
selves, however, that many of the re- 
cipients of Ministerial Relief are the 
people who lived their lives in small 
churches. The pastors, their wives and 
children lived on meager incomes. 
They never thought much about a 
raise in salary since just meeting the 
expenses of the church was quite a 
victory. 

The pastors became proficient in 
many tasks, ministerial jacks-of-all- 
trades. The families became proficient 
in skimping. Skimping doesn’t mean 
saving, and the probability is that very 
little was saved. What little was saved 
probably went toward educating the 
children. That he was a “home mis- 
sionary” is one clear way of looking 
at it. 

The picture of the foreign mission- 
ary, ministerial or lay, is of course 
similar in financial respects. 

They don’t have any income now 
other than that received through An- 
nuities and Relief. If they are in our 
Presbyterian Annuity Plan, they are 


; 


not getting much because they built 
up their reserve from very modest 
salaries and didn’t have long to build 
before they were retired. (The plan 
went into effect in 1940.) Many did 
not have a chance to buy annuities 
and they are almost entirely depend- 
ent upon Ministerial Relief. 


ar. THESE PEOPLE know how 
to say “thank you” best of all. In 
the offices of the Board of Annuities 
and Relief is a file several inches thick 
with “thank you” notes. It is a hum- 
bling experience to read them. It re- 
quires only a few readings to change 
what might be a feeling of pity to one 
of deep respect. In fact, their gratitude 
is contagious, and one comes to realize 
that it isn’t a promotional play on 
words when we hear that our Joy 
Gift to Ministerial Relief is really a 
means of giving now what should 
have been paid before. 

The minister is the first to insist 
that money is not his goal, and we 
would not have it otherwise. But we 
must realize that what we paid the 
minister yesterday did not prepare 
him for living today—particularly 
when he has no salary today. Even 
the strength of his annuity, if he has 
one, is based on what appeared to be 
a fair income for say, ten years ago; 
and we have only to look at costs of 
living indexes today to see the tre- 
mendous price increases. 

Money is not the pastor’s goal, but 
it is not likely that we will destroy his 
incentive for the ministry if we help 
him to live in reasonable security. 
There are probably no records to 
show that having it “tough” improves 
a ministry. (See page 55) 
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Among the three top contributors 

to Ministerial Relief in 1954 

was First Church, Charleston, W. Va. 
Here the pastor tells how his 
congregation made Christmas 


A Time for 
Magnificent 


Mercies 


By GEORGE H. VICK 
Charleston, W. Va. 
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HE YEAR was 1950, and it was 

] time to consider the annual Joy 

Gift. The material spread out 
before me told a story that cut the 
conscience like wind-driven sleet on 
a tender face. 

Here were the cold facts. In the 
church year, 1949-50, there were 414 
homes on the rolls of Ministerial Re- 
lief. The average sum sent to each 
home for that year was $379.91. 

Here were the flesh and blood facts, 
The Joy Gift was for many a means 
of meeting hospital and doctor’s bills, 
of providing hearing aids and glasses, 
fuel for the fire and food for the 
stomach. 

Here were the head and heart facts. 
We have been doing little when we 
might have been doing much. The 
self-respect of First Church, and our 
own self-respect, was at stake. We 
had failed to honor God by honoring 
His servants. 

How did our record read? 1945— 
$1,038; 1946—$1,300; 1947—$1,266; 
1948—$1,546; 1949—$1,201. How 
could we speak of Merry Christmas 
with a record like that? 


THE JOY GIFT HAD 
LOST ITS JOY 


Investigation showed that at Christ- 
mas time we were involved in many 
minor mercies, class by class and 
group by group. Further, it was re- 
vealed that previous methods of ac- 
quainting our people with the purpose 


of the Joy Gift had been inadequate. f 


A Christmas Family Service and a 
few announcements would produce a 
thousand to fifteen hundred dollars, 
but those who gave and those who 
received were not much better for the 
effort. 

The problem was simple. How 
could the Joy Gift bring joy to those 
who gave and be in sufficient amount 
to say to those who received, “This 


is not a gift of duty but an expression } 


of gratitude for your devotion”? 

The answer was simple, too. With 
the wholehearted support of the ses- 
sion and the board of deacons we pro- 
posed the following: 


(1) Never again would the Joy Gift 
be “just another special offering” 
in our church. 
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(2) By consolidating the efforts of 
the total church, Christmas would 
be for us not a time of minor but 
of magnificent mercies. 

Our members would look for- 
ward to the opportunities pro- 
vided through the Joy Gift as a 
means of bringing a gift to the 
Christ who said, “Inasmuch ., .” 
We would seek to challenge the 
denomination as a whole to face 
with us the opportunities for real 
service of a lasting quality through 
the Joy Gift. 


(3) 


(4) 


OUR METHOD 
WAS NOT MAGIC 


We agreed to do as follows: 


1 Notify every department of the 
church’s life that beginning that year 
the Joy Gift was not to be just an- 
other special offering at Christmas; it 
was to be for us the means of express- 
ing the spirit of Christmas. (Co-opera- 
tion from the beginning was com- 
plete.) 

9 Inform the total church of the im- 
portance of this matter, through the 
First Church News, through pam- 
hlets (secured from the Annuities 
and Relief office) inserted in the 
weekly bulletin, through announce- 
ments before all groups and special 
programs at some. The facts were 
given: what the church as a whole 
had done and what needed to be done. 


3 Mite boxes were distributed three 
weeks before our Christmas Family 
Service to every child in the Church 
school. Each child received with the 
box a pamphlet stating the purpose of 
the gift and instructions to bring the 
box to the Christmas Family Service. 
(Children were urged to give of what 
they had. It was to be a Christmas 
gift from them.) 


4 Adult classes pledged lump sums 
from their treasury or received spe- 
cial offerings. 


5 The Women of the Church dis- 
tributed to every woman, through the 
circles, a special envelope. These gifts 
were received at a meeting of the 
Women of the Church following the 
Christmas program. 


6 A letter from the deacons was sent 
to every member explaining the need 
for the Joy Gift and enclosing an en- 
velope on which the church would 
pay the postage. 

One letter concluded with the 
words: “The envelope is enclosed be- 


cause many of you would be hurt 
and disappointed if this privilege of 
serving Christ by meeting the pressing 
needs of His servants was not pro- 
vided again this year. Please do not 
use the enclosed envelope if your 
Christian Christmas gift possibilities 
are already committed to people 
whose daily needs are more pressing, 
whose claim is more honorable, or 
whose gratitude would be greater. 
Wishing you a joyful Christmas.” 

7 The Christmas Family Service was 
emphasized as the time we would give 
our gifts in the name of Christ to the 
retired servants of God. For many 
this has become as much a part of 
Christmas as the opening of presents 
at home. 


8 In implementing our challenge to 
the denomination as a whole the 
chairman of the board of deacons in 
1950 sent the following telegram to 
Dr. Wade H. Boggs: “We have read 
your letter concerning the present 
plight of many on the rolls of Min- 
isterial Relief. We cannot bear our 
share of this shame any longer. Count 
on us to more than double our gift 
of last year. You may expect our Joy 
Gift to exceed three thousand dollars.” 
(That year we gave $4,057.46 as 
against $1,201.06 the year before.) 


9 Each year, in January, we publish 


in our bulletin a full page of excerpts 
from “thank you” notes received by 
the Board of Annuities and Relief in 
Atlanta. 


RESULTS 


Among the results of the intensified 
drive I would list in first place a 
deepening of the spiritual life of the 
church. This shows itself in a new 
attitude toward what used to be “just 
another special offering.” We now 
have a spirit of unity in our Christian 
efforts at Christmas. 

And not the least of the gains is an 
increase in the amount of our Joy 
Gift. For the five-year period 1945-49 
this church gave a total of $6,353. In 
the last five years our total gift jumped 
to $26,714. (Our per capita gift is 
still far below what it should be, but 
it is far above what it was.) 

This year the phone is sure to ring 
and a friend with Christmas bells in 
her voice and Christlike compassion 
in her heart will say, “Dr. Vick, I have 
some extra money this Christmas. 
Have you any suggestions? But before 
you answer let me say, ‘I have already 
written a check for the Joy Gift.’” 

By putting first things first our 
minor mercies have become major 
and Christmas has become more mean- 
ingful for the members of First 
Church. END 


IT IS NOT CHRISTMAS 


If Christmas is not shepherds on a hill, 
and only the counting of the Christmas bill. 


It is not Christmas. 


If Christmas is not the Christ Child born. 
If it’s only the parties tooting horn. 


It is not Christmas, 


If Christmas is not a star in the sky. 
If Christmas is only scotch or rye. 


It is not Christmas. 


If it is not angels singing on high, 
and only worrying over what you shall buy. 


It is not Christmas. 


If it is not love for the Lord’s humble birth. 
If it’s only tinsel and tight tipsy mirth. 


It is not Christmas. 


If it’s season for worry and season for fret, 
and season for rush and “hail fellow well-met.” 


It is not Christmas. 


NEIL WYRICK JR. 
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Time to retire? 








Whether it is past, present, or future 
retirement for you—these three articles 
will prove interesting reading. 








I'm Glad I Planned 
for Retirement 


(By a retired minister who prefers to write anonymously) 


CANNOT HONESTLY SAY that I 
| planned for retirement other than 

to join and ardently advocate the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund as soon as it 
was opened. However, the Fund was 
begun too late in my ministry to per- 
mit me to build up adequate provision 
for my retirement. Or so | thought 
until January 1955, when I received 
my first check from the funds of 
Ministerial Relief to supplement my 
monthly annuity check of $50 from 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 


It therefore seems more appropriate 
for me to say that I am glad the Lord 
provided for my retirement. 


Yes, He provided for my retirement 
just as He opened the way for me to 
enter the ministry when all the odds 
seemed against it. 

From my earliest youth I wanted to 
be a minister, but I didn’t dare express 
the wish since the necessary education 
seemed impossible. Like nearly every- 
one else in the South at the time, my 
father had to start from the bottom 
after the freeing of the slaves and the 
invalidation of my grandfather’s trunk 
full of Confederate bills and bank 
notes. No servants, no capital, no 
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training or experience. Our little com- 
munity made great sacrifices to keep 
the country school open during those 
trying days! 

In 1890 a scholarship to the Citadel 
was open for my county, and God 
gave it to me. This I felt to be my 
direct call to the ministry, now that a 
college education was to be realized. 
When I told my father about it, I 
learned for the first time that this had 
been his prayer for my life. 

Later, I entered one of our semi- 
naries on borrowed money, but, by 
serving churches during the summers 
and by regular supply work later, I 
managed to finish the seminary debt- 
free and even with enough cash saved 
to buy a bicycle! 


Y FIRST PASTORATE brought me 

$600 a year. After seven years 
the salary reached $1,000. At $1500, I 
began to carry some life insurance. It 
was high time, for by now there was 
a growing family. 

During the years when two or three 
of the five children were in college 
simultaneously, my wife and I found 
it necessary to throw in our patrimony 
from our parents and even to cash 


most of the insurance policies, for my | 
salary was never very large. But we | 
could not ask for a better investment | 
than our collection of degrees includ- | 


ing an A.B., an M.D., a Th.D., and 


two M.A.’s. 


Our minister son’s Master and Doc- | 
tor of Theology degrees came through | 


his own ingenuity and the G.I. Bill. 


Having my hands full with family, | 


> incle 


church, and community, there was 
neither time for thought of retirement 
nor money to be put into planning 
for it. When retirement age did come, 
however, I was to discover again the 
old pattern of God’s provision. He 
gave me health and vigor so that | 
was able to continue my ministry on 
a year-to-year basis three years be- 
yond my allotted three-score years 
and ten. 


OULD GOD’s WONDERS never cease? 

Even when I was 73, He opened 
up a field of service for me in the call 
of my community to establish a Juve- 
nile-Domestic Relations Court, and I 
served as judge of the Court for six 
years. But, since this turned out to be 
a full-time job with part-time pay, I 
still found little time or money for 
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preparing for my second retirement. 

After concluding the duties of the 
judgeship, God still gave me the 
strength and opportunity to do fre- 
quent supply preaching. Indeed, in my 
ripe old age I have become a circuit 
rider, though still a Presbyterian. To- 


day my circuit sometimes covers 
nearly 200 miles. 

I rejoice that God has given me 
strength, first of all, to serve Him as 
I have desired to do all the days of my 
life; second, to meet and serve so 
many of His loving family; and third, 


I Plan Now 


for Retirement 


that He has made me through these 
services less a burden to my Church 
and to my children. 

Again, I say I am glad that God and 
my Church have provided so gra- 
ciously for my retirement. Indeed, I 
shall not want. END 


(By a minister in active service who prefers to remain anonymous) 


OTH MY WIFE AND I are children 
B of the manse. Quite early and 

of necessity we learned the value 
of frugal living and how to handle 
money carefully. When we were mar- 
ried, we adopted four resolutions: 
1. To tithe our income; 2. to create no 
debt which we could not discharge 
quickly; 3. to save something, how- 
ever small, each year; and 4. to keep 
accurate, written records of all re- 
ceipts and disbursements. We have 
never regretted making and keeping 
these resolutions. 

Lest we be found “robbing God,” 
we decided to tithe our gross income, 
including salary, rental value of the 
manse, and receipts from gifts and in- 
vestments. We have not tithed our 
automobile allowance, since this has 
never met operating costs. 

Long ago our contributions began 
to exceed our tenth. Our first tithe 
regularly passes through the channels 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. Be- 
yond this we feel free to give as the 
Lord directs, to individuals in need 
and certain funds such as Community 
Chest, Red Cross, Multiple Sclerosis. 
There are many calls, but we delight 
in responding to them. 

We are happy to testify that the 
promises of Malachi 3: 10-11 have been 
abundantly realized in marvelous 
health, adequate material prosperity 
and spiritual blessings. Moreover, un- 
expected and generous gifts from rela- 


tives and friends have come at many 
times of urgent need. Each Christmas 
for several years a dear friend has 
sent us a sum reaching almost to four 
figures! 

We have diligently kept resolution 
2, meeting our expenses with cash 
most of the time. Keeping resolution 
3 was difficult during the first twenty 
years when our average annual salary 
was $920. But save a little we did. 

Our savings were invested in Life, 
Endowment and Educational insurance 
policies and annuities. We borrowed 
on these in emergencies. With the 
birth of each of our three children 
we invested in fifteen Year Payment 
Educational policies. With these ma- 
tured funds, plus a small legacy which 
tripled in value before needed, our 
three children all became college grad- 
uates. 

During the past twenty-four years 
our average annual salary has been 
$3,445. Our largest savings came dur- 
ing these years, especially since 1946. 


i be 1940 WE WERE ENROLLED in the 
Ministers Annuity Fund of our 
Church, Retirement now would pro- 
duce $850 annually. If we realize our 
hope to continue in salaried service 
until the age of seventy-five, the pen- 
sion will produce approximately $1,- 
100 annually. 

On January 1, 1955, we were en- 
rolled under the U. S. Government 


Social Security Act. We could retire 
in July 1956, on an annual pension of 
$1,953. We have no scruples about 
this since we have paid, for years, con- 
siderable sums in Federal and State 
income taxes and other hidden taxes. 

An inherited piece of nice property 
has produced for a number of years 
a net annual income of $415. 

Income from invested funds 
amounted to $1,429 in 1954, an amount 
which will increase with the years, 
unless we become extravagant and re- 
duce the principal. Should I predecease 
my wife, she will be able, with her 
Scottish economical nature, to live 
comfortably. 

To sum up, if retirement comes 
December 31, 1956, we shall have an 
assured annual income of about $4,200. 
If retirement comes at seventy-five it 
will be about $4,500 or more. With 
this income we feel that we can live 
simply, but adequately, provide the 
creature comforts which old age de- 
serves, meet probably medical and 
hospital expenses, continue to aid in 
the education of our grandchildren, 
and of course maintain our tithing 
venture. 

And then when the final summons 
comes we shall, with eagerness and 
joy, enter into “the more abundant 
life,” sharing with Paul and all the 
Saints “the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.” 

END 
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The Best 


Is Yet to Be! 


By JAMES F. HARDIE 


San Saba, Texas 


ETIREMENT Is Nor nearly so bad 
as you might think! The ripened 
years have their own compen- 

sations. For one thing, your time is 
more your own. 

You can walk leisurely through the 
woods, hear its voices and see its 
sights, without feeling the pressure of 
some duty. Or the allurements of a 
golf course may be enjoyed more 
regularly without feeling like a truant. 
Your yard issues its challenging call, 
with weeds to be conquered and flow- 
ers to be grown. 

Now you can read those books so 
long unopened on the shelf because 
other obligations were more pressing. 
You can visit and chat with friends 
without holding a stop watch in your 
hand. 

There’s time for those letters you 
never had a spare moment to write, 
which will mean so very much to the 
friends and loved ones who receive 
them, Through the Correspondence 
Department of the Board of World 
Missions in Nashville, Tennessee, you 
can receive letters from foreign mis- 
sionaries in the various countries 
where our Church is at work. In an- 


Before moving 
to San Saba, 
Dr. Hardie was 
pastor of 
Broadway 
Church (now 
St. Stephens), 
Fort Worth. 








Retirement allows more time for hobbies such as stamp collecting. 


swering these letters, give a touch of 
things which make your life interest- 
ing. You’d be amazed to find what 
your letters could mean to people far 
away from home, even though their 
days are full and their paths radiant. 


Or through the executive secretary 
of your presbytery you might learn 
of some home missionary in a hard 
and perhaps discouraging field. A let- 
ter from you assuring him of your 
prayers would brighten his day im- 
mensely. And if your letter were ac- 
companied by some small gift, his 
thrill would be all the greater, and 
your joy all the more satisfying. To 
have all these correspondent friends 
on a daily prayer list would be a tre- 
mendous lift both for you and them. 


Did the exacting days of the more 
active life crowd out your dream and 
desire for a better expression of the 
spiritual? If so, the “good self” now 
has an opportunity to get its breath 
during retirement. You can now read 
the Gospel of Luke or the Book of 
Ephesians, or the thrilling little three- 
chapter book of Habakkuk. (To learn 
to spell that name would be no mean 
achievement! ) 

To read one of these books at one 
sitting, and to do this twenty-five 


times in succession, will add enor- 
mously to the pleasure of these more 
relaxed days. It will enlarge the area 
of your prayer life, deepen your spirit- 
ual perception, and challenge you to a 
more diligent exercise of a new spirit- 
ual venture. 

For my own part, I have been 
happy in supplying pastorless churches 
until a regular minister could be 
found. One of the joys of such min- 
istry is the relief from the detailed 
program of the ordinary pastorate. 
And friendships have been formed in 
these several places which will enrich 
the memories of all coming days. 

And so, even if we do walk a bit 
more slowly, and our hands are a bit 
less steady, that western slope still has 
its attractions, and our swiftly passing 
days can be filled with joyful accom- 
plishments. We can say with Robert 
Browning: 


Grow old along with me! 
The best is yet to be, 
The last of life, for which the first 
was made: 

Our times are in his hand 

Who saith, “A whole I planned, 

Youth shows but half; 

Trust God: see all, nor be afraid!” 
END 
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AT LAST OUR CHURCHES 
ARE BEGINNING TO OBSERVE 


Christian Student Sunday 


Slowly the choir filed into the 
chancel. There seemed to be a few 
new faces this Sunday, Mr. Smith 
noticed, a pretty girl or two and a 
couple of rangy boys bringing up the 
rear. Perhaps the choir director had 
sounded a call for volunteers and 
rounded up some newcomers. 

But no, they weren’t the only un- 
familiar figures. The minister, now en- 
tering the pulpit, had two intelligent 
looking young men with him. Ap- 
parently they were going to have a 
part in the service. 

Completely baffled at the sight of 
so many strange faces, Mr. Smith 
leaned over and nudged his wife. 

“Students!” she whispered in an- 
swer to his questioning glance. 

Unable to think of any college 
nearby, Mr. Smith settled back to 
ponder this answer for awhile. Sud- 
denly his glance stopped at an item 
in the bulletin which read: “CHRIS- 
TIAN STUDENT SUNDAY is be- 
ing observed throughout the General 
Assembly today in recognition of the 
more than 50,000 Presbyterian students 
enrolled in southern colleges and uni- 
versities. We take this opportunity to 
assure the students of our congrega- 
tion of our interest in their educa- 
tional pursuits and our prayers on 
their behalf. We would call them to 
a renewed dedication in their present 
vocation as Christian students and 
would urge them to seek God’s guid- 
ance as they choose their lifework.” 

This year, as last, many churches 
like Mr. Smith’s have invited college 
students who will be home for the 
Christmas holidays to participate in 
the morning service the last Sunday 
in December. In a number of churches 
students will offer the invocation, 
read the Scripture, lead the morning 
prayer, and, in a few instances, give 


the morning message. Many churches 
will have students ushering and aug- 
menting the choir. 

Ruffner Memorial Church in 
Charlestown, W. Va., makes room in 
its service for a brief talk on the pur- 
pose of the Campus Christian Life 
Ministry. The pastor of First Church, 
Milledgeville, Ga., last year made a 
special appeal to youth in his sermon. 

A number of churches list in their 
bulletins the names and colleges of 
their students. In addition, Covenant 
Church in Charlotte, N. C., printed 
three statements by students on the 
part the Church plays in their lives. 
Students also gave the “prayer of 
thanksgiving” and read the Scripture 
at the morning service. 

Evening services provide a good 
opportunity for student participation, 
as Riverside Church at Jacksonville, 
Fla., discovered last year. The evening 
meditation on December 26 included 
three talks: “A Student Witnesses,” 
“The Faculty Witnesses,” and “West- 
minster Fellowship Provides Wit- 
nesses.” Following the service the 
minister and his wife invited to their 
home members of the Young Adult 
Fellowship, college students, and mili- 
tary personnel. Eighty-six student 
members of this congregation were 
listed in the bulletin. 

First Church, Thomasville, Ga., had 
talks on “Christian Life on My 
Campus” by students from Mary 
Baldwin College, Agnes Scott, and 
Presbyterian College. The organist 
was from Flora Macdonald and the 
soloist from Presbyterian College. 

In addition to recognizing the holi- 
day visitors at church services, several 
congregations fete their students dur- 
ing Christmas week. 

Donna Rooney, youth worker at 
First Church, Huntington, W. Va., 


writes: “One morning during the 
week before Christmas we have our 
college breakfast. After a very good 
breakfast served by our women, we 
have a program on the lighter side 
which has been planned by a group 
of students. Christmas carols and 
prayer conclude the program. 

“Christmas Eve the students go 
caroling and end up at the pastor’s 
home for refreshments and fellowship. 
At 11 p.m, the group goes to the 
church for a very meaningful candle 
lighting service which is prepared by 
them for the entire church. This is 
one of the loveliest and most worship- 
ful services of the entire year.” 

A new twist is given by First 
Church, Columbia, S. C., which sends 
a Christmas folder to students before 
they come home from school. A spe- 
cial Christmas message is accompanied 
by announcements of the Student 
Luncheon and Student Service. 

Mrs. T. J. Ledeen says of the Stu- 
dent Luncheon, “This is primarily a 
social occasion, a time when students 
from the church can renew friend- 
ships, compare notes on what’s hap- 
pening in the colleges and just have 
fun. On the last Sunday in December 
the evening service is led by students. 
This past year the group used the 
theme, ‘Gods of the Campus,’ and 
discussed some of the conflicting 
forces at work on our campus and the 
role of the Christian group there.” 

First Church, Decatur, Ga., has a 
Christmas Banquet planned by stu- 
dents after they get home, and built 
around a alin 3 theme. 

This year “Christian Student Sun- 
day” falls on Christmas Day, which 
may cause something of a conflict. 
However, each church with student 
members should be able to find some 
tangible way to let its students know 
that it is concerned for their welfare. 
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All the World 


Loves Christmas... 











By MRS. DONALD F. BOBB 
Bulope Mission, Africa 


S KANDA SAT on the_ backless 
A bench, his little chalk slate slid 

to the ground unnoticed, for he 
was far, far away! Each day he found 
it increasingly ‘difficult to keep his 
mind on his school work. The teacher 
had already looked at him rather 
sternly this morning, as though he 
knew the mind of a fourteen-year-old 
boy three weeks before Christmas! 

There would be no lighted tree, but 
there was the light of God in his 
heart! There would be no expensive 
gifts, but the gift of God’s love was 
his today and always. There would 
be no elaborate meal, but he would 
feast at the Lord’s own table. He had 
nothing to give his father or mother, 
but he had his Joy Gift tucked safely 
away at home in a little earthen vessel 
—how he had saved to make this offer- 
ing on Christ’s birthday! 

Strains of the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
ran through his head. Was there ever 
a song so majestic, so thrilling to the 
heart of an African boy! Kanda had 
always loved to sing and knew many 
a hymn in entirety from memory. 
When a fellow doesn’t own a hy mnal, 
he, of necessity, learns from. sheer 
repetition. 

He worked so hard on the “Halle- 
lujah”! The missionary had played 
the English record and every choir 
member was eager to claim this mag- 
nificent musical masterpiece for his 
own. It was hard work, even for those 
who read a little music, but Kanda, 
who knew no notes, had to learn his 
tenor part by rote. But it was worth 
it! 


ND THE PAGEANT—it would be the 
best in years! One of the mis- 
sionary ladies had just received her 
boxes from the States and there was 


aluminum foil to make new wings for 
the angels this year. White hospital 
gowns, borrowed from the “White 
Cross” supplies made wonderful robes 
for the “heavenly host”! 

Mary, Joseph, and the Wise Men 
would be elegant, since every mission- 
ary on the station had searched his 
attic trunks for old bathrobes, bed 
spreads, and curtains for costumes. 


AFRICA 


in the dark to the big church. 

He was friendly and cheerful as he 
met smaller children and women with 
their babies on their hips, all scurry- 
ing along the semidark path to “God’s 
House.” They did not mind that they 
had to come night after night in order 
to learn the difficult songs. 

Strains of bass, tenor, alto, and so- 
prano wafted on the warm night air. 


Christmas for Kanda 


Herod and his soldiers would be hand- 
some in their cardboard helmets, 
swords, and shields. 

Kanda prayed especially hard that 
the station generator would run well 
on the “big night,” for the colored 
cellophane spotlights made the scenes 
perfect. 

As the eventful day drew nearer, 
joy and expectation mounted in Kan- 
da’s heart. The night of the final re- 
hearsal, Kanda’s step was light and 
sure as he headed for choir practice. 
He didn’t even wait for the second 
drum call as was often his habit, but 
set out with the first. His heart was so 
full of praise and joy that he did not 
complain of the mile-and-a-half walk 


All were singing or humming their 
favorite, the “Hallelujah.” They were 
dispelling any doubt that the mission- 
ary had had that they were incapable 
of learning this difficult piece. 


een THE “BIG NIGHT” arrived 
and the church was filled. Soft 
exclamations of “Ka! Ka!” fell from 
parted lips as newcomers beheld the 
once barren church now transformed 
by a lovely array of palms and flow- 
ers. The pageant was wonderful; the 
lights really did work; not too many 
babies cried, and Kanda tingled with 
joy such as he had never felt before 
when he stood with his two hundred 
African brethren singing “Hallelujah.” 
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This was thrill enough, but wonder 
of wonders! When all was over, the 
missionary had a “machine” which, 
with a push of a button, played back 
the very music they had just sung. 

That night as he lay awake on his 
mat, hearing the deep breathing of his 
parents who slept nearby, he suddenly 
felt more grateful than ever for them. 
It had not been easy for them to fol- 
low Christ all the way, but they had, 
and had striven to nurture him in His 
ways. 

His father had been laughed at 





SPAIN 











By MRS. HERBERT MEZA 


” SPAIN Christmas is a very happy 
and special season of the year. 
Many of its “fiestas” and observances 
are like those we enjoy in America; 
yet there are others which are dif- 
ferent and original. Even those cus- 
toms adopted from other countries 
are given “a Spanish touch.” 

It is rare indeed to find a home in 
which there is not a créche. Even the 
very humble homes have the familiar 
characters of the Christmas story mod- 
eled out of clay. At the center is the 
Babe of Bethlehem with his devoted 
parents watching over him. A grey 
donkey and the typical Spanish bull 
always look on from the nearby stall. 
The shepherds and the angel are there, 
too, on the hillside. Also included i 
the home of Herod, placed at a dis. 
tance, and the Wise Men from the 
East bearing their precious gifts. 

Every Spanish manger scene in- 
cludes a small stream where women 
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By MRS. J. N. MONTGOMERY 


” epacoigeea IN FORMOSA is a musical 
one. Some of the early mission- 
aries—both English in the south and 
Canadians in the north—were musi- 
cians who helped develop a musical 
church. Handel’s “Messiah” is beloved 
and sung by several choirs each year, 
as well as other cantatas and oratorios. 

Some performances are musically 
worthy; all are in a worshipful spirit 
that makes them blessed experiences. 
All the Christmas music loved around 
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when he entered the school for evan- 
gelists when he was “older.” Other 
women had mocked his mother when 
she enrolled in the mission school for 
adult women to learn to write and 
read God’s Word. They had been 
faithful in teaching him all the “affairs 
of God.” 


Before the sun had risen Christmas 
Day, the first drum was calling: “Come 
to worship God, come to worship 
God.” Every morning Kanda awoke to 
this drum call and went with his fa- 


kneel as they tend to the family laun- 
dry, so typical of the scene one may 
find anywhere in Spain. In addition 
to the innkeeper and numerous ani- 
mals, there are sometimes figures of 
well-known torreros (bull fighters) 
and politicians. 

Once the créche is on the table or 
mantel it is time to prepare for the 
special family dinner to be enjoyed 
the night before Christmas, called 

“cena de Nochebuena.” It is the coun- 
terpart of our turkey dinner on Christ- 
mas Day. Even in such places as Ybor 
City in Tampa, Florida, the Noche- 
buena dinner is still enjoyed by large 
numbers of American families of Span- 
ish decent. 

In addition to roast lamb or pork or 
fowl there is baked red cabbage stuffed 
with fried onions and peppers, almond 
and milk soup, baked pumpkin and 
sweet potato. Almonds and marzapan 
from Toledo are never missing. Also 
the turron from Valencia or Alicante, 
a candy loaf of roasted almonds 
caramel syrup. 

Grandparents, parents, brothers and 
sisters, aunts and uncles and cousins 
have assembled for the Nochebuena 


the world is used. Several distinctive 
Chinese hymns are favorites. 
Different choirs and groups go 
caroling in the midnight hours, Some 
use chartered busses to cover longer 
distances. Hospitals and other institu- 
tions are visited. Christmas is a time 
for ministering to the needy. 
Poinsettia, “the Christmas flower,’ 
grows luxuriantly in Formosa sed 
blooms from November to March, 
decorating many streets and lanes as 
its crimson flowers tower above high 
walls. Pots of them are used freely in- 
side and out at Christmas time. Cedars 
and pines constitute Christmas trees. 
Big scenes with stars, angels, shep- 
herds, and Wise Men decorate church 


ther and mother to the village chapel 
for morning prayers. This was the: 
normal beginning of a Christian’s day. 
But today was special! The mission- 
ary was coming | with the fascinating 
“magic pictures” as a special treat, 
and then there would be the final cul- 
mination of his Christmas—Kanda 
would give his Joy Gift! The only 
gift he had was for the Christ Himself, 
but to Kanda this was the most natural 
thing in the world, for after all it was 
His birthday. Christ was Christmas to 
this Congo boy! END 


dinner, never eaten until after mid- 
night. 

Following the feast the family gath- 
ers around the Christmas tree which 
is, perhaps more than any other Christ- 
mas custom, ty pically Protestant, al- 
though the idea is rapidly spreading 
throughout Spain. There they sing the 
great hymns of Christendom and the 
Christmas carols so beloved to Chris- 
tians the world over. The following 
morning the churches have their serv- 
ices of worship. 


S ANTA CLAUS as such does not visit 
the little Spanish youngsters, but 
tradition has it that the three Wise 
Men never fail to arrive in Spain dur- 
ing the night of the sixth of January, 
bringing gifts just as they did when 
they visited Bethlehem many centuries 
ago. Children place their shoes on the 
balcony so that the Wise Men will 
know where to leave their gifts, along 
with hay or cebada for the tired 
camels who must carry their riders 
through a busy night. Amazingly 
enough, the children awaken early in 
the morning to find their shoes over- 
flowing with toys and fruit. END 


walls. Sometimes Santas, sleighs and 
reindeer have a prominence startling 
to some of us. Streamers and paper 
chains are augmented by big red and 
gold Chinese ideographs that are both 
beautiful and meaningful. 

In addition to music, Scripture reci- 
tation and tableaux in costume are 
much used—especially having little 
children do them. “Because it is an 
expression of joy and gladness,” one 
student answered my query. 

Gifts include candy often made of 
rice flour and sugar, decorated with 
Christmas symbols—a steamed deli- 
cacy something like a solid marsh- 
mallow—good! Usually there is an 
illustrated program mimeographed in 
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color, giving the hymns for congrega- 
tional singing written in full. 

One church group from the main- 
land has had, for five years, a “to- 
gether meal” at Christmas time. They 
engage space in a restaurant, visit to- 
gether around big tables, have happy 
fellowship and a good meal, with some 
singing and talks. 

This has been a great help to family 
feeling for many uprooted from old 
homes. Usually each one pays for his 
own meal, but it gives an opportunity 
to invite guests and to have some who 
have not the means to pay their way. 

Greeting cards are increasingly 
used, some very elaborate and beauti- 


JAPAN 


ful. Christians want Christian mes- 
sages. Many are displayed in shops in 
bigger cities. Many people are using 
them as a social device. Some families 
and friends are beginning to exchange 
gifts, though New Year, through long 
custom, is still the gift time for most 
people in the lunar year. 


T FORMOSA generally Sunday is ob- 
served as a different day. Banks 
and big businesses close and there is 
no regular school work. Since there is 
no Christmas holiday, a Sunday Christ- 
mas is a boon. Christian schools give 
the one day, but Christmas activities 


fill the week ends nearest Christmas, 
and New Year is a big day too, a gen- 
eral holiday. 

Elaborate dramatizations have been 
attempted with remarkable success by 
some groups, bringing enthusiastic en- 
joyment to the audiences. The Other 
Wise Man, Quo Vadis, and Les Mis- 
erables have all been used for Christ- 
mas plays. 

Is there another land where a Christ- 
mas message from the President is 
broadcast over radio as it was here 
last year? Christmas is a Christian 
festival in Formosa and the churches 
make it a time of joyful witness. END 


“Mert Kurisumasu’’ 


By MRS. JAMES A. McAJ.PINE 


AN YOU IMAGINE December without 
Christmas? No lighted tree? No 
gifts hidden away in closets? 

You can’t imagine such a thing, you 
who have lived all your lives in a 
Christian country. But in Japan, 
schools, banks, and offices are open as 
usual. Christmas is nothing more than 
December 25th! 

Of course, there are plenty of Santa 
Clauses prominently displayed in the 
big department stores. Tinsel and 
lights abound in dance halls, cafes, and 
pinball parlors, where gay young mod.- 
erns celebrate Christmas in a manner 
far from religious. 

But among the Japanese Christians, 
what does Christmas mean? First, it is 
not a family day, as it is with us, for in 
Japan there are few families in which 
every member is a Christian. Next, 
there is no turkey or plum pudding. 
Rather, Christmas in Japan is the day 
in which all Christians try to do some- 
thing for others, especially for the sick 
in the hospitals. 

Although most of the hospitals in 
Japan are unattractive and unheated, 
without suitable rooms for holding 
meetings, Christian young people dec- 
orate whatever space is allowed with 
a small tree and a “back” (a piece of 
black cloth upon which are fastened 
stars, shepherds, and Wise Men cut 
from cardboard. ) 


THE VERY BEST students from the 
Sunday school are chosen to sing 
Christmas carols for the patients, to 
recite Bible passages, and put on a 
short drama or Bible pantomime. And 
then of course there is always a treat 
of cakes or candies for the Bible class 
patients; and Christmas tracts for 
everyone in the hospital—from the 
superintendent and head surgeon down 
to the lowliest scrub woman. 

Christmas is the happiest day of the 
year for Sunday school children all 
over Japan. On Christmas Eve or 
Christmas night, they give an elaborate 
program, hours long, on which they 
have worked for weeks. When they 
sing, they make the rafters ring! When 
they recite, everyone can hear them. 
Eyes shining and cheeks rosy with ex- 
citement, they can hardly wait for 
their turn to perform. 

And the dramas! They are so realis- 
tic that you can easily imagine your- 
self back on the plains of Bethlehem 
2000 years ago, What if the shepherd’s 
garment is an old blanket, and the 
angels are wearing white dress-shirts 
from the missionary barrel? 

Best of all, at the end of the pro- 
gram come Sunday school pins for 
perfect attendance, and simple gifts 
for the ones who have not missed too 
many Sundays, There is never enough 
money for gifts for everyone, but 
usually each child takes home an 
orange or a small box of caramels. 


oo for a missionary in Ja- 
pan is a wonderful time, lasting 
generally for a month or more. Here 
in Gifu we start preparing in Novem- 
ber with groups at our home weekly, 
cutting the pictures from old Christ- 
mas cards and pasting them carefully 
on the front of our printed Christmas 
tract. 

One week the neighborhood women 
meet here, scissors and: tongues equally 
busy. How they exclaim over the 
beautiful cards from America! Al- 
though most of these women are not 
yet Christians themselves, they work 
on this project as if their lives de- 
pended on it. 

For all of the Bible classes we had 
candlelight services. Try to picture 
45 earnest young university students 
holding lighted candles and singing 
“Joy to the World.” Remember that 
most of these are boys and girls who 
have never before heard of Bethle- 
hem—or the star—or the Wise Men. 
Remember that these are the leaders 
of the Japan-to-be. Remember that 
unless they realize what Christmas 
really means, they will never know 
true joy! 

Christmas for Christians in Japan 
means Christ coming again into their 
hearts with new power. It means 
Christ coming for the first time into 
hearts that have never known Him 
before. Thus it is truly a “Meri Ku- 
risumasu”! END 
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Dozens of expectant children rolled up to the party in six-ton trucks. 


KOREA 





Christmas f or 
Chunju Orphans 


By JOSEPH B. HOPPER 


Chunju, Korea 


A THOUSAND little hearts 
to fill with Christmas joy! A thousand 
little tummies to fill with hot, steam- 
ing rice, beef stew, and kimchi! This 
was the reason for the Christmas party 
for children at four Chunju orphan- 
ages and one refugee camp in the 
vicinity. A dozen or more volunteer 
workers, inspired and led by Mrs. 
W. A. Linton, joined a group of teach- 
ers from our Girls’ School in prepar- 
ing the celebration. 

Weeks in advance great jars of 
kimchi (most famous of Korean “ap- 
petizers”) were prepared, a cow was 
butchered, 500 pounds of rice were 
cooked, Forty students from the 
mission Bible schools, who serve as 
Sunday school teachers in these or- 
phanages, worked out an elaborate 
program for the morning. Lighted 
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Christmas trees decorated the boys’ 
gymnasium, and two large classrooms 
were converted into dining rooms 
complete with small tables and 
benches. 

The day dawned crisp and cold but 
this meant nothing to the truckloads 
of children who drove into town sing- 
ing gaily. In six-ton trucks furnished 
by the Korean Civil Assistance Com- 
mand, they arrived at the gymnasium 
and streamed inside to sit in rows on 
the floor. Most wore clothes made by 
a group of widows whose husbands 
had been killed by the Communists. 
These women, working with materials 
supplied by the Korean Civil Assist- 
ance Command, have produced lit- 
erally thousands of garments for the 
orphanages of the province. 

For two hours the children enter- 
tained themselves. Music, recitations, 
and pageants were produced by chil- 





On departing, children received fruit and candy, a pencil and notebook. 


dren from the Sunday schools of these 
institutions. The most elaborate pag- 
eant presented the whole Christmas 
story acted by the big boys of one 
orphanage. These children, who rarely 
see things of beauty or enjoy enter- 
tainment of any kind, stared starry- 
eyed at the Christmas tree lights, the 
stage decorations, and the costumed 
characters. 

But the height of the occasion was 
the feast. A few little spoons found 
their way to hungry mouths before 
the blessing was said, but when that 
was over it was a sight to behold. 

Most of these children get enough 
to eat regularly, but it is usually a 
rather monotonous grain mush. Here 
was steaming white rice, and what 
more can a Korean want? Grubby 
hands lifted great chunks of kimchi 
and literally dropped them into wide- 
open mouths. When chopsticks and 
spoons failed to work fast enough, 
bowls of beef soup were raised to the 
lips. 

— and again attendants filled 
the bowls until no one could eat a bite 
more. 

As the children filed out they were 
handed bags of fruit and candy. In 
addition, each received an especially 
marked pencil and notebook given by 
the students of the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Schools as their Christmas offering. 

By actual count 822 children were 
fed that day, and the remaining food 


(See page 54) 
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MEXICO 


Juanito’s and 
Maria’s Christmas 


and the last day of school. After 

supper Juanito and Maria and 
their brothers and sisters were talking 
about things to do during their school 
vacation. “I wish we could have a 
vacation Bible school like we did two 
years ago,” Maria said. “We would 
hurry with our chores so as to have 
time to go.” 

““Wouldn’t that be wonderful!” 
Anita chimed in. “We had. so much 
fun making things and we learned so 
many pretty hymns.” 

“T liked the Bible stories and the 
way we acted them out,” Pablo added. 

“We had a Christmas program out 
here, too, that year,” Juanito said 
thoughtfully. “I remember I was a 
shepherd and I even had our little dog 
with me on the stage. But I guess 
there isn’t much chance of our having 
one again soon. Miss Reyes told us 
that the girls who hold vacation Bible 
schools and Christmas programs have 
so many places to go they can’t go to 
the same place two years in succes- 
sion.” 

“Tl wonder when it will be our turn 
again,” Maria sighed. 


5 [' WAS THE LAST DAY OF NOVEMBER 


enna DAYS LATER Maria and Anita 
were playing with their small 
brother David and little sister Eliza- 
beth out in front of the house. The 
children liked to see the donkeys go 
by and guess what they were carrying 
in the sacks or baskets on their backs. 
Sometimes the afternoon bus would 
stop for someone to get on or off. 


“There comes the bus now,” Anita 
called. 





A STORY FOR CHILDREN 





By MRS. CLARENCE BASSETT 


Mexico City, Mexico 


“Oh, let’s see if someone gets off 
today,” Pablo said, running from be- 
hind the house where he had been 
feeding the chickens. “Look, it is slow- 
ing down in front of Petra’s house. 
And a young woman is getting off. 
She has a big suitcase. 1 wonder who 
she is. We have not seen her here be- 
fore.” 

“Look,” Maria clapped her hands, 
“She is going inside Petra’s house. 
Let’s go find out who she is.” 

Maria picked up her little brother 
and with Pablo ran to Petra’s house. 
Anita came on behind holding Eliza- 
beth by the hand. They peered in the 





tres 


door. There was Petra watching the 
visitor unpack her suitcase. “Oh, come 
on in Maria,” she invited when she 
saw them. “This is Miss Martinez. She 
has come to stay with us till after 
Christmas. Isn’t that wonderful?” 

Miss Martinez smiled at the chil- 
dren. They crowded around her. 
“Will you have a school for us? Will 
you teach us some new songs and 
games? Will you tell us stories? Can 
we have a Christmas program of our 
own out here?” 

“So many questions,” Miss Martinez 
laughed. “Yes, we will try to do all 
that. Now let us see, what are your 
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names?” “Maria, Anita, Pablo, Eliza- 
beth, and David.” 

“We have an older brother, Juanito, 
too,” Pablo added. “He is working in 
the fields with father.” 


Agee rH was trying to feel into 
4 the suitcase, as sm: all children will 


do. “You would like to see?” Miss 
Martinez smiled. “I have brought a 
new Bible storybook which you can 
look at and read. And a new hymn- 
book for children that you will es- 
pecially like. One of our teachers in 
the Bible school gave me some pretty 
colored pictures. Friends of hers in 
the United States sent them for you. 
We have some pretty cards we will 
cut up to make picture books, too,” 
she added. 

“Oh, when will we start?” the chil- 
dren ali asked in a chorus. 

“Monday!” Miss Martinez said. 

For the next two weeks the chil- 
dren got up earlier than ever and hur- 
ried with their chores so as to get to 
Bible school by the time the sun 
reached the top of the houses. They 
did not want to miss a single thing. 
So many beautiful stories from the 
Bible! So many lovely hymns! 

They made Christmas books show- 
ing the manger scene, the shepherds, 
the Wise Men, lovely flowers, bells, 
and candles. 

Then they made decorations for 
their Christmas program. Long pine 
needles were brought from the woods 
and twisted between strands of string 
to make green garlands to hang across 
the church. For now that there was to 
be a Christmas program the men were 
working extra hard to get the church 
finished. They fixed little paper Japa- 
nese lanterns, baskets, bells, and chains 
to decorate the Christmas tree. Juanito, 
as the oldest boy, made the silver star 
to go on top, as he would do it most 
carefully. 

In the afternoons the children would 
meet again for a little while to prac- 
tice for the Christmas program. Petra 
was going to be Mary. She was prac- 
ticing hard so that she would say cor- 
rectly, “My soul doth magnify the 
Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour.” Maria, as the Angel 
Gabriel was practicing, “Hail, thou 
highly favored, the Lord is with thee.” 
Juanito’s friend Samuel was going to 
be Joseph, and Juanito a Wise Man. 
The smaller children were all angels, 
and sang together, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” 
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I WAS THE 22ND OF DECEMBER, The 
children were already getting ex- 
cited about their Christmas program. 
[hey did not know anything about 
hanging up stockings on Christmas 
Eve, for they put their shoes out on 
the eve of the sixth of January for the 
Wise Men to leave them gifts on their 
way to Bethlehem. But there would be 
a pinata, their special Christmas game, 
and the program at the church. 

Miss Martinez was going to town 
that day with Maria’s and Petra’s 
mothers to get the things for the 
pinata and the final things needed for 
the Christmas program. They would 
use some of the money in the church 
treasury to get them. 

The men were busy putting the last 
tiles on the roof, but Samuel’s father 
took off long enough to go into town 
to get the gasoline lantern. Juanito 
and Samuel went with him. They 
wanted to help, since the children 
were buying the lantern with their 
offering money. Maria and Petra 
cooked dinner and looked after the 
smaller children, and then went out- 
side to wait for the afternoon bus. 

“What have you, Mother? What 
have you?” they called as Miss Marti- 
nez and Dona Virginia and Dona EI- 
vira got off. 

“Here is the clay jug which we 
will decorate in the morning for our 
pinata. 

“Let’s fix it to look like a_pine- 
apple,” Maria said. “No, an airplane 
will be better,” suggested Pablo, who 
loved to watch the occasional air- 
planes that flew high in the sky. “A 
star will be best,” Anita said, “For 
Christmas.” 

“Yes, a star,” they all agreed. 

The next morning, chores done, the 
girls gathered at Petra’s house to help 
stick tissue paper on the clay Jug. 
When they got through they had « 
many-colored star that was quite fat 
in the middle, for that was the jug. 
They put peanuts, candy, and small 
oranges inside and then Miss Martinez 
put a long rope through the top. 

“We'll let Juanito and Samuel take 
turns carrying the pinata,” Miss Marti- 
nez said. 


; ips PINATA WAS HUNG from the 
sturdiest tree near their play spot. 
Each child was blindfolded in turn 
and then turned around several times. 
“Whack” he would go with a big 
stick, but usually in the opposite di- 
rection from the pinata. “Crack!” At 


last someone hit it, but it didn’t break. 
“There, there, there,’ the children 
shouted as the next and the next took 
their turn. “Crash!” Samuel hit it hard 
this time. What a scramble, as every- 
one grabbed for the goodies that came 
tumbling down! 

The confusion over, Miss Martinez 
brought her bag from behind a bush. 
‘Now here’s something for everyone.” 

“Oh, what, what?” the children ex- 
claimed. There were paper bags tied 
up with a red ribbon. “Juanito, Sam- 
uel, Maria, Petra, Anita... ,” Miss 
Martinez called as she read the name 
on each bag. 

“Qh, look! look!” A car, a doll, or a 
ball, some candy, and a picture of Je- 
sus as a baby and a mounted Christ- 
mas card. “Thank you, thank you, 
Miss Martinez,” the children chorused. 

“Thank you to the church,” she 
said. 


fond WERE ALL AT THE CHURCH early 
next morning. “Happy Christ- 
mas!” they greeted each other. The 
grown people were there to help. 
Juanito and Samuel climbed a ladder 
to hang the pine needle garlands across 
the church. Petra’s father secured the 
tree in a barrel of dirt. Miss Martinez 
pinned the star at the very top and 
the girls hung the Japanese lanterns, 
bells, and paper garlands on the 
branches. 

Juanito’s father fixed a hook from 
the ceiling right in the middle of the 
church for the lantern. ie how proud 
the children were of it. They could 
hardly wait to see it hell that night. 

“How beautiful our church is,” thev 
all sighed. “This afternoon we will all 
bring chairs and benches from our 
homes to use for the program to- 
night,” Miss Martinez told them. 

Everyone hurried through supper to 
get to the church. The pastor and 
members of the church in town had 
come in on the afternoon bus. Every- 
one in the community had been in- 
vited. Some people would come that 
night who had never been to a Prot- 
testant church before. 

It was nearly midnight when Juanito 
and Maria got home. As they went to 
bed they prayed, “Thank you, God 
for your Son who came to earth to 
save us. Thank you for our new 
church and for Miss Martinez. Thank 
you for such a lovely Christmas. Help 
us remember your gift of your Son 
through all the days of the coming 
year. Amen.” 














When 
1S 
Christmas? 





By MALCOLM P. CALHOUN 


Atlanta, Georgia 


66 hen is Christmas?” How 
many times we have heard 
that earnest question from 

the lips of a little child who felt that 

Christmas would never, never come! 

It is a good question and one that we 

as Christians should seriously ponder 

today. To the child Christmas comes 
after weeks of contemplation, of eager 
expectation, planning and preparation. 

When the eventful time finally comes 

it is one of unexcelled joy and satis- 

faction—a time of sharing in the se- 

curity of loved ones in the home, a 

time of bringing gladness to others, a 

time of singing carols and hymns of 

praise to the Child of Bethlehem. 
Significantly enough these are the 

elements which we find among those 
who shared in the first Christmas. 
There were wise men who saw the 
Star in the East and envisioned the 
coming of Him who would be the 
King of the Jews. To Mary and 
Joseph the coming of the Christ Child 
was revealed, and they awaited the 
coming of Him who would save His 
people from their sins. Surely the 
shepherds must have been looking to 
the coming of Emmanuel, for to them 
was given the vision of the angelic 
host announcing the birth of the Sav- 
iour. 


5 ped COMING of the Messiah was 
preceded by weeks, months and 
years on the part of a great many in 
Israel who believed that God one ‘day 
would visit His people. The wise men 
from the East would not have dis- 


covered the King, however, had they 
not prepared for the long journey, 
and had they not confronted the dan- 
gers and endured the hardships of the 
hazardous trek to Bethlehem. The 
shepherds would not have known the 
joy of beholding the Christ Child had 
they not gone to Bethlehem that won- 
derful night centuries ago. Mary and 
Joseph would not have realized the 
meaning and joy of the first Christmas 
had they not willingly and gladly ac- 
cepted the will of God for them. 

Those who in the providence of 
God found themselves in the group 
around the manger were constrained 
to bow in adoration before the King 
of Kings. It was a time of great, good 
news, as the angel had proclaimed to 
the shepherds: “Fear not; for behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people; for unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour which is Christ the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:10, 11) It was a time 
for all people to render praise to God 
for His unspeakable gift, as was done 
by the multitude of the heavenly host: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will among men.” 
(Luke 2:14) 

As they beheld the Christ Child the 
wise men were moved to open up 
their treasures—“And they presented 
unto him gifts: gold and frankincense 
and myrrh.” (Matthew 2:11) The 
shepherds henceforth continued to 
glorify and praise God for “all they 
had heard and seen as it had been told 
unto them.” (rsv Luke 2:20) Of Mary 
it is recorded that she “kept all these 
things and pondered them in_ her 
heart.” (Luke 2:19) 


hen is Christmas? Well, Christ- 
mas has already come because 
Christ has come, and He will continue 


to come to those who really want 
Him to come into their life and who 
will open up their treasures, their per- 
sonality, their talent, their love. and 
their loyalty to Him. When is Christ- 
mas? Much depends upon us. 

Some may feel that it would have 
been easy to realize the joy of Christ- 
mas had they been one of the w ise 
men, or one of the shepherds, but 
now that nineteen centuries have 
passed the reality of His presence has 
become well-nigh impossible. Now 
here is a wonderful mystery. We have 
the promise of His coming into our 
life in the words: “Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock; if any one hears 
my voice and opens the door I will 
come in to him.” (rsv Revelation 3: 
20) In his beautiful Christmas hymn 
Phillips Brooks wrote: 


“No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him 
stll, 
The dear Christ enters in.” 


There may be others who feel too 
that it would have been easy to offer 
to Him, the Child of Bethlehem, the 
treasures of one’s life, but that such 
an expression of loyalty and love is 
out of the question now. But listen 
to the words of Jesus in His parable 
of the last judgment: “Then the King 
will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, O blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; for 
I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, | was naked and you clothed me, 
I was sick and you visited me, I was in 
prison and you came to me.’ Then 


the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see 


(See page 55) 
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THE NICKEL 








By DANIEL R. HOWE 
Ridgewood, N. J. 


D™ JAMMED His Fist into the 
only pocket of his dungarees 
that didn’t have a hole in it. The quar- 
ter was still there. But still on the 
counter was the shiny necklace, the 
one he wanted to get his mother for 
Christmas. And its price tag still said 
29 CENTS INCLUDING TAX. 

As he stared longingly at it, a bony- 
nosed lady with glasses appeared be- 
hind the counter. “What do you want, 
little boy?” she spoke impatiently, as 
if she didn’t like children much. Or 
maybe her feet hurt like Mother’s be- 
cause she didn’t have a chance to sit 
down now and then. 

“IT don’t... I don’t know 
Dinky stammered. 

“Well, make up your mind or get 
along. You’re in the way here,” said 
the lady, snapping her words off like 
the ends of string beans. 

Dinky backed away from the coun- 
ter and let himself be half- -pushed 
along the aisle of the five-and-ten-cent 
store. 


vet,” 


eo were everywhere on the 
sidewalk, too, with their packages 
and bundles. Up the street a Santa 
Claus was ringing a bell for money to 
fill a black iron kettle. Dinky w ished 
he were all dressed up in red and 
white and had a kettle full of money. 
Dodging his way through the crowd, 
he reached the curb near the Santa. 

As soon as Santa’s back was turned, 
Dinky edged close to the kettle and 
peeked through the wire cover, A few 
silver and copper eyes winked back at 
him from the bottom. 

Santa boomed out, “Keep the pot 
boiling!” Dinky jumped back as an 
old lady hobbled up to the kettle, 
fumbled with a little black purse, and 
spilled some change into the kettle. 
One of the coins hit the wire and 
bounced off into the gutter. Dinky’s 
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eyes followed it until it circled to rest 
next to the curb. When he looked up 
for a moment, the old lady was no- 
where in sight. 

Dinky bent quickly to pick up the 
coin. It was a nickel! He pulled the 
quarter out of his pocket and put it 
with the nickel in the palm of his 
hand. Now he had thirty cents, enough 
for the necklace. He smiled to himself. 
Now he could go back to the store 
and tell the bony-nosed saleslady ex- 
actly what he wanted, and she would 
have to give it to him. 


B' r THEN another thought came to 
Dinky. It wasn’t really his nickel 
at all. It had belonged to that old lady 
who had wanted to give it to Santa, 





“| was just putting back the nickel the 
old lady dropped.” 


not to him. And maybe Santa needed 
it for something important. After all, 
there was only a little money in the 
kettle, hardly enough to cover the 
bottom. 

Slowly Dinky let the quarter trickle 
back into his pocket. With his head 
down, feeling a little ashamed of him- 
self, he pushed his hand with the 
nickel in it out over the kettle. 

Strong fingers suddenly grabbed his 
wrist. Dinky’s eyes scrambled up past 


the white cuff and crimson sleeve to 
the snowy beard. It was the Santa who 


had hold of him, and he didn’t look 
angry at all. 

“Hello, son,” said the Santa, who 
seemed to be grinning down at him. 

“Hi,” replied Dinky. “I was just 
putting back the nickel the old lady 
dropped.” 

“I know. I saw the whole thing.” 
Santa let go of Dinky’s wrist and 
raised his arm to rest on his shoulders. 
“You must have wanted that nickel 
pretty badly, didn’t you?” 

Dinky told him all ‘about the present 
that cost 29 cents. The Santa listened 
carefully. 

“Well, you were a very good boy, 
and because you were honest, you may 
keep the nickel to buy your mother’s 
present.” Santa patted him twice on 
the back and turned back toward the 
crowd passing by. 

Dinky didn’t know yet whether this 
was quite right. Besides, he really 
needed only four more cents. But the 
Santa had told him to keep the whole 
nickel. He glanced at Santa’s broad 
back and heard him call out again, 
“Keep the pot boiling.” Nobody ex- 
cept the old lady stopped to give 
money. 


D INKY PULLED his cap down tighter, 
stuffing in a loose tuft of hair 
which was sprouting over his forehead 
and bothering him. He was cold, just 
standing there trying to figure things 
out. As if in answer, the morning 
sun came out full and flashed its re- 
flection on a window in a building 
across the street. All at once Dinky 
knew what he could do. The building 
across the street was a bank. 

He peered through the turning glass 
doors before going in. Columns from 
floor to ceiling, fancy high tables, 
polished wood fences, letters in lights, 
and brass that shone—it was like a 
palace. A man with a funny round hat 
brushed past on his way in. Dinky fol- 
lowed. 

A silver-haired man in a uniform 
like a policeman crossed over the 
marble floor to meet him as soon as 
he was inside the door. 

“What can we do for you, 
he asked. 

“I'd like to get change for a nickel, 
please,” said Dinky in his best Sunday 
school voice. 

“All right. You come along with 
me, and we'll see that girl at the win- 
dow. She’s a teller.” (See page 54) 


son?” 








Or DECEMBER DAY in 
1846, a middleclass Englishman, 
Henry Cole, sat at a desk in his 
home in London addressing to 
friends what were probably the 
first Christmas cards ever printed. 
(See picture) They bore the now 
classic greeting: “A Merry Christ- 
mas and a Happy New Year to 
You.” 

Two months before Cole had 
commissioned John Calcott Hors- 
ley, a Royal Academy artist, to 
paint the illustration for the card 
and had struck off a thousand litho- 
graphed copies. This was such a 
markedly successful stroke of good 
will that plain Henry Cole subse- 
quently became Sir Henry Cole. 

Horsley’s art was a far cry from 
today’s fine Christmas card paint- 
ings, but he started a cycle which 
a hundred years later was to bring 
fine art into high favor on Christ- 
mas cards. 

In recent years American firms 
have reproduced such widely vary- 
ing Christmas art as El Greco’s 
“The Annunciation,” Salvador 
Dali’s “Three Wise Men,’ Van 
Gogh’s “Vegetable Garden,” and 
works by Renoir, Cezanne, Picasso, 
Monet, Max Weber, and Georgia 
O’Keefe. Paintings by Grandma 
Moses and Sir Winston Churchill 
recently graced another series of 
cards. 

Curiously enough, the first cards 
coincided almost exactly with the 
introduction of the first Christmas 
tree to London by Prince Albert, 
Victoria’s consort, and the publica- 
tion by Charles Dickens of his 
classic Christmas stories, “A Christ- 
mas Carol,” “The Cricket on the 
Hearth,” and others. 
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YESTERDAY 


This greeting painted 
John Calcott Horsley 


to be first Christmas 


TODAY 
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IT ALL STARTED IN 1846: 


Christmas Cards 


Christmas cards appeared in 
America shortly thereafter, but the 
origin of the first one is clouded. 
One story gives credit to a New 
York State dry goods merchant, 
R. J. Pease of Albany. Pease de- 
signed, printed, and mailed one as 
an advertisement for his “Great 
Variety Store and Temple of 
Fancy.” 

The best early Christmas art 
came, not unexpectedly, from Bos- 
ton in the 1870s from Louis Prang, 
a sensitive and art-loving lithogra- 
pher whose ideas were years ahead 
of his time. Prang reproduced the 
fine art of his day and even held 


art competitions, Surprisingly the 
Currier and Ives lithographs did 
not appear on Christmas cards un- 
til the twentieth century. 

Toward the end of the century a 
postal card craze swept the coun- 
try, carrying Prang and most other 
card publishers before it. It lasted 
nearly two decades and it was not 
until about 1908 that Christmas 
greetings of the type we know to- 
day reappeared. The resurgence of 
fine paintings on Christmas cards 
did not occur until the 1930s but 
its hold on the tastes and imagina- 
tions of Americans has become 
firmer in each succeeding year. END 
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by English artist 
in 1846 is thought 


card. 


A contemporary 
artist interprets the 
age-old Christmas 
theme. 














MARY 


By HOLMES ROLSTON 


Richmond, I ‘irgin ia 


“Behold the handmaid of the Lord.” 


OHN writes: “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
aas God. ... And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace 
and truth.” Paul writes: “When the time had fully 
come, God sent forth his Son born of woman.” 

“Born of woman” must mean born of a@ woman. 
There is nothing more intensely personal than birth. 
We cannot enter into the divine decision in which 
Mary was selected to be the mother of the Christ. 
We do know that when the time had come for God 
to send His Son into the world it became necessary 
to announce to Mary the destiny that was to be hers. 

The Angel Gabriel, who had already been sent to 
Zacharias, was the hearer of the message from God 
to Mary. We are told that six months after the an- 
nouncement to Zacharias, “the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Naza- 
reth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name 
awas Mary.” 

We do not know the form in which the angel 
appeared. He may have spoken to Mary in a dream. 
He may have appeared to her in the form of a man. 
We do know that Gabriel came to Mary and said: 
“Hail thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is 
with thee: blessed art thou among women. es 

Mary is troubled at this saying. She does not un- 
derstand the meaning of the words she has heard. 

Gabriel continues: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God and behold you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 


shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will 
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be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

Mary’s answer is the one any woman would have 
made in a similar situation. She says simply, “How 
can this be, since 1 have no husband?” 

The angel replies: “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy, the Son of God.” 


ling ANNOUNCED THE MIRACULOUS birth of Je- 

sus, Gabriel gives to Mary a sign. The sign to 
her of the truth of his words is that her cousin Fliza- 
beth, who is far beyond the normal age for bearing 
children, is to give birth to a son and is now in her 
sixth month. 

The birth of John is supernatural in that his con- 
ception comes when his mother has passed the time 
for the bearing of children. The birth of Jesus is 
supernatural in that He is born of a virgin. Having 
made his statements both with regard to Elizabeth 
and Mary, the angel gives a cause that is adequate 
to produce these exceptions to the course of nature. 
He says, “For no word from God shall be void of 
power.” God’s word is God’s decision. God’s word 
is also God’s act. God is able to accomplish His will. 
That which He promises He is able also to perform. 

It is in this setting that Mary says: “Behold I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according 
to your word.” Mary accepts the divine destiny and 
co-operates voluntarily with the purpose of God 
for her. 

The angel departs and Mary is left alone. She must 
have passed at once into the struggle between doubt 
and faith. The messenger of God was gone. Could 
it be that the words which had been spoken to her 
were true and that she, a virgin, was to give birth 
to a son? In this dilemma, Mary did the only thing 
she could. She arose in haste and made the j journey 
from Nazareth of Galilee to the hill country of 
Judea, to the home of Elizabeth. 

It was when Mary came into her presence that 
Elizabeth knew with certainty that she was the 
bearer of a life which was not her own. In this mo- 
ment of exaltation she greets Mary as the mother 
of her Lord, and Mary in response speaks the noble 
words in which she praises the God who has exalted 
her as the one who lifts up the humble and puts 
down the mighty. 


W: DO NOT NEED TO FOLLOW the details of the 
familiar story of the birth of Jesus in Bethle- 
hem. We do need to notice that when the shep- 
herds make known the saying which had been told 
them concerning the child, we are told also that 
“Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her 
heart.” And when Simeon a little later makes his an- 





“The Virgin of the Annunciation,” by the fifteenth century Flemish 
painter Gerard David. Courtesy the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 


nouncement concerning the baby Jesus, it is said 
that “his mother marveled at what was said about 
him.” Mary knew that she was the instrument of a 
divine purpose, but she knew also that there were 
many things about this son of hers which she would 
never fully understand. 

After the flight into Egypt and a brief sojourn 
there Joseph and Mary returned with Jesus to Naza- 
reth in Galilee. Mary lived there the life of a wife 
and a mother. The simple and obvious interpretation 
of the New Testament narrative is that Mary as the 
wife of Joseph gave birth to sons and daughters. 
Matthew and Mark give the names of four brothers 
and refer to His sisters. We have no finer tribute to 
the purity and holiness of the marriage relation than 
the fact that God willed for the woman who gave 
birth to Jesus to be the mother of other sons and 
Tr daughters. 

We have also a brief glimpse of Mary in connec- 
tion with the visit of Jesus to the temple at the age 
of twelve. There is a gentle rebuke in Jesus’ words 
to her: “How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father's business?” The 
story is recorded because it reveals the knowledge 
which the boy of twelve had of His peculiar rela- 
tion with the Father in heaven and also His feeling 
that Joseph and Mary should have understood this. 
Here again we realize that Mary could not fully 
understand her son. 

The years of the public ministry of Jesus were 
probably for Mary a time of alternating faith and 
doubt. She takes the initiative in turning to Jesus 
when the wine fails in the wedding feast at Cana 
of Galilee. Jesus replies that His hour is not yet 
come, but in keeping with the suggestion of His 








mother He reveals His power by turning the water 


- into wine. It was at this time that His disciples first 


became conscious of His supernatural powers. 

But a little later His mother and brethren come to 
Jesus in the midst of His ministry in Galilee with the 
probable intention of seeking to persuade Him to 
give up His ministry. It is in this connection that 
Jesus disparages the ‘phy sical tie between Him and 
His mother and brethren and emphasizes His spirit- 
ual kinship with all those who choose to do the will 
of God. 

He gives expression to the same idea when an en- 
thusiastic admirer calls for a blessing on His mother. 
We should remember this when we are tempted to 
exalt Mary unduly. 



































j bw MOST DIFFICULT BURDEN that Mary had to 
bear must have been the rapid growth of op- 
position to Jesus. She was probably in the synagogue 
at Nazareth when the people with w hom she and 
her sons had lived for many years sought to put 
Jesus to death. Simeon had told her that her son 
would be a sign that would be spoken against. He 
had said also that a sword would pierce her soul. 

Mary came to know that the experience of being 
chosen to be the mother of the Christ did not mean 
immunity from suffering. She knew the capacity of 
a mother to suffer in and through her son. The full 
depths of her suffering were sounded as she stood 
in the presence of her crucified son and knew that 
life had departed from His body. 

The deepest sorrow of Mary was not the suffer- 
ing which comes to a mother who must see her son 
suffer and die. When she passed through the experi- 
ence of Calvary, Mary knew the despair of one who 
feels that the promises of God have failed. She knew 
the words of Gabriel concerning her son and she 
beheld Him crucified, dead, and buried. 

The dilemma of Mary was not resolved until the 
morning of the resurrection. It was then that she 
knew the meaning of the promise that her son should 
reign over the house of Jacob forever and that of 
His Kingdom there should be no end. 

The last picture we have of Mary in the New 
Testament is when with her sons around her she 
meets for prayer with those who on Mount Olivet 
have seen the risen Lord ascend to the glory of His 
Father in heaven. 

There are many things which we can learn from 
the story of Mary, but one thing is central. We are 
oe here with the simple fact of the Incarnation. 

God sent forth His Son to be born of a woman. We 
see here the profound difference between a the- 
ophany and the Incarnation. 

In a theophany God appears temporarily in the 
form of a man even as the Angel Gabriel appeared 
to Mary. In the Incarnation God becomes man. He 
who meets us as the son of Mary is at the same time 
fully God and fully man. END 
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NAVASOTA PRESBYTERIAN CHRURCH 


By LOYAL V. NORMAN 


Supervisor of Instruction 
Grimes County Public Schools 
avasota, Texas 

HURCH HISTORY HAS A WAY of 

turning up in the most unex- 

pected places—old trunks, attics, 
closets, and garages. Such places have 
been known to yield fruitful data, 
such as old sermons, diaries of former 
pastors, private and official letters, and 
old newspapers. 

If your church has not taken ad- 
vantage of this material to write a 
history of the church, you are indeed 
missing an invigorating experience. 
Since the search for historical data in- 
variably reaches into every nook and 
cranny of the community, old-timers 
have an opportunity to contribute 
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LET’S WRITE THE HISTORY OF OUR LOCAL CHURCH 





through recollections of great revivals, 
eloquent ministers, talented singers, 
important courtships, and struggles to 
build the church. 

New members of the congregation 
find such a history informative and 
interesting, and a wide circle of friends 
of the church and citizens of the com- 
munity welcome this addition to the 
city’s history. 

Last year when the City of Nava- 
sota, Texas, was celebrating its cen- 
tennial, Mrs. Arthur Youens wrote a 
brief history of First Presbyterian 
Church, which was published as part 
of the general history of the city. This 
study revealed that while First Church 
was established in 1867, Christianity 
had sprung up there, through other 
denominations, soon after the found- 
ing of the city. 

In Navasota, as in other parts of the 
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American frontier, the circuit rider 
frequently arrived along with the first 
settlers. Consequently, local church 
history in many communities began 
with the first settlers. 


Mex OLD CHURCHES have records 
studded with the names of 
prominent people. In fact, the history 
of most churches recalls fascinating 
personal stories of love and adventure, 
genuine hospitality so characteristic 
of frontier days, and above all the 
triumph of God’s people in all kinds 
of situations. 

When the story of an old church is 
told in full, there are tales of hardship 
and woe along with stories of peace 
and prosperity. There will be ac- 
counts of disastrous fires, prolonged 
droughts, the ravages of contagious 
disease and the anguish of war. 


One of the charter members of 
First Church at Navasota was a physi- 
cian, Dr. Joseph H. Baylor. The year 
the church was founded (1867) a 
great epidemic of yellow fever broke 
out which claimed lives by the dozens 
for two months. Dr. Baylor min- 
istered to the sick day and night. 
Panic broke out and people fled the 
city by the hundreds as the disease 
claimed more victims. 

Finally Dr. Baylor was. stricken. 
Stopping at the home of a relative, he 
took a dose of the medicine he had 


“The finished document should 
reflect light rather than heat. 
The writing should flow from 
the refining of data rather 
than from the exuberance of 
pride or the bias of personal 
opinion.” 
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so constantly administered to others 
and wrapping himself in a blanket lay 
down to die. 

This touching story of a great doc- 
tor who relied on God for guidance 
in all that he did was contributed by 
Mrs. Madeline Powell, his daughter, 
who is presently a member of the con- 
gregation. 

According to Donald Dean Parker’s 
book, Local History—How to Gather 
It, Write It, and Publish It, churches 
have provided more local histories 
than any other organization and the 
number is on the increase. 

The history of a local church is not 
only part of a community’s history 
but is also helpful in charting the 
progress of a denomination. Recog- 
nizing this, Dr. Thomas H. Spence, 
curator of the Presbyterian Historical 
Foundation at Montreat, N. C., is 
zealously preserving any bits of local 
church history which come his way, 
along with minutes of presbytery and 
synod meetings. 


Wr Is THE IDEAL TIME to write 
a local church history? Perhaps 
the best time is when the project can 
be linked to some anniversary, either 
the centennial of the church or of the 
city. There is no closed season for 
such a project, however, as long as 
it is undertaken with a singleness of 
purpose and a desire to perpetuate the 
culture of church and community. 

Writing the history of a church 
should not be undertaken unless the 
pastor is in accord with the idea. A 
good way to begin is to appoint an 
historical committee to steer the proj- 
ect and sponsor sale of the book, if 
one results. Of course, some writing 
and editorial talent would be needed 
along with prudent leadership. 

Since church history speaks with 
sO many tongues, a writer attracted 
to this field would have to examine 
many sources. He would first want to 
review published materials bearing on 
the history of the church, denomina- 
tion, and community. 

Official documents of the church 
are fruitful and authoritative sources 
for much historical data. Records 
of the session constitute the official 
chronicles of the congregation. From 
them can be taken accounts of bap- 
tisms, births, deaths, affiliations with 
the church, etc. The search for pas- 
tors is also recounted here. 

Another valuable source is the year- 
book compiled by the historian of 


So Let Us Pray 





“Glory to God in the Highest” 


“Awake, glad heart! Get up and sing! 
It is the birthday of thy King! 
Awake, awake! 
A concert make... . 
And let, once more, by mystic birth, 
The Lord of Life, be born in earth.” 


—HENRY VAUGHAN OF WALES, 1650. 


Pray for 


@ HAPPINESS IN THE HEARTS AND HOMES we live in and in those hearts and 
homes we may touch this glad season. 

@ A CELEBRATION OF OUR LORD’s COMING to earth that will in every home 
of our church—in your home—in all the Christian homes of our na- 


tion, do honor unto Him. 


@ AN OBSERVANCE OF THIS SEASON that will move self out of the center of 
our keeping of Christmas and be an expression of pure love for Christ 


and His own. 


THE EXCLUSION OF EVERYTHING from our observance of Christmas that 
will keep the eyes of any person from falling on Christ. 

PROJECTS THAT WILL UNITE families in service and will show loving 
thought and concern for some other person or persons this Christmas 


time. 


@ GIFTS FROM Us OUT OF Joy and gratitude to God that will make glad 
the hearts of those servants who have given their lives in service to 


Christ through our Church. 


STUDENTS AT HOME to be made to feel the interest and love of the 


people of the Church for them. 


A FRESH DEDICATION of ourselves to Christ, and our fellow church mem- 
bers and fellow Christians around the world. 


“O come to our hearts, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in our hearts for Thee.” 





the Women of the Church. A long 
chain of annual yearbooks would be 
a good source of testimony regarding 
church activities, membership, pro- 
grams, and special events. 

As mentioned before, elderly peo- 
ple in the community would consti- 
tute important sources. However, the 
church historian should weigh such 
oral testimony carefully and validate 
as much of it as possible. 

The finished document should re- 
flect light rather than heat. And the 
writing should flow from the refining 
of data rather than from the exuber- 
ance of pride or the bias of personal 
opinion. 


_ A CHURCH SPONSORS the writ- 
ing of its own history, little 
difficulty should be experienced in 
financing publication and in selling 


the resulting book. Members of the 
church would not only want to pur- 
chase copies, but some might con- 
tribute toward publication costs. 

One plan would be for an organi- 
zation within the church to conduct a 
prepublication sale of the book. Thus 
the church could place an order with 
the publisher for a definite number of 
copies with the assurance that unsold 
copies would not be left on hand. 

At the close of such a project, the 
local congregation might enact a his- 
torical pageant, using the story of the 
church as its theme. 

Many local churches are literally 
teeming with historical information, 
waiting to be gathered and _ inter- 
preted. This dormant aspect of church 
life would come forth and glow if 
cultivated by a historian who loved 
the church. END 
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INE YEARS AFTER WINNING One of 
twenty scholarships offered in 
the Presby terian Competitive 

Scholarship Contest, | know quite well 

that this award was much more than 

a happy solution to a financial prob- 

lem. For one thing, the money came 

from the Church, and secondly it was 
earmarked for attendance at a church- 
supported college. 

When my home-church pastor laid 
in my hands the advertisement of the 
contest, I noted that the scholarships 
offered were numerous and generous. 
This was more than token encourage- 
ment to us who wanted a college edu- 
cation, It provided concrete contem- 
porary evidence of what I had been 
told about my denomination’s historic 
passion for Christian education. It 
made me a bit keener about being a 
Presbyterian. 

A second, more important effect of 
the contest for me was its clinching 
of my decision to attend a church- 
related college. As I approached my 
senior year in high school, | was among 
that great majority of students who 
had not yet decided on the college 
which they would like to attend. 

As a part of preliminary prepara- 
tion to answer the question, I decided 
to enter the Presbyterian Scholarship 
Contest. Entry requirements included 
the writing of an essay on the sub- 
ject, “Why Attend a Christian Col- 
lege?” 

This turned out to be for me the 
most constructive feature of the con- 
test. Writing the essay, I convinced 
myself. Somehow it helped crystallize 


A graduate of Davidson College, 
Donald Shriver this year took 

his B.D. from Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, and has en- 
rolled for graduate study at 

Yale Divinity School. Here he 
offers some reflections on 
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By DONALD W. SHRIVER JR. 


my own thoughts concerning what I 
hoped for from college. I discovered 
that what I hoped for was very much 
bound up with the Christian faith. It 
was not knowledge alone which | 
wanted from further education, but 
knowledge in its relationship to Him 
“avhom to know is life eternal.” 

I decided that what I really wanted 
was to become a member of an edu- 
cational community of Christians who 
were seeking to make sense out of our 
world in the light of what the world’s 
Creator has revealed in His Son. The 
church-related college, it seemed to 
me, most nearly approximated that 
kind of community. 

Even before I had completed all 
the contest papers, I had decided that, 
win or lose, | would send in an appli- 
cation to a Presbyterian college. 


He’ FOUR YEARS OF ATTENDANCE at 
that college have influenced me 
belongs to another chapter. Though 
one might as well try to write about 
the influence of his family as write 
about the influence of his college. 

Suffice it to say, the essay started 
me thinking about a problem which 
continued to occupy my thoughts dur- 
ing college years. In addition to learn- 
ing the reasons behind the establish- 
ment of church colleges, 1 had my 
curiosity aroused over the problem of 
“Christ and culture,” how we relate 
God’s self-revelation to the accumu- 
lated arts and sciences of man. Writ- 
ing the essay confronted me with the 
implication of my faith in Christ as 
Lord of life, the implication that noth- 
ing human, nothing true, is alien to 
Him. “In Him all things hold to- 
gether.” 

It thus confronted me with the task 
of the Christian educational commu- 
nity—both in church-supported and 
state-supported institutions—the task 
of speaking an integrating word to 
the whole of human life. Science, his- 
tory, economics, philosophy, sociol- 
ogy, and art—how does God in Christ 
reconcile these unto Himself? How 
does He turn them, through Christian 
people, into instruments fit for service 
to Him and to all men? 

This became for me one of the abid- 
ing Christian questions, one of the 
questions supremely worth working 
on. That both contest and college 
fostered the question and some tenta- 
tive answers is a matter for which I 


shall always be grateful. END 


The Competitive 


cholarship Contest 
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Meditations in this series 








SINGING OUR FAITH 


are based on hymns to 
appear in the new Hymn- 
book to be used by five 





Presbyterian denomi- 





nations. 


“Praise to Christ the Lord’’ 


Tune: 


“Behold I bring you good news of a great joy which 
will come to all the people—for to you is born this day, 
in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 





This song of the angels at the first Christmas tide seems 
to sing its message anew into the heart as we begin to 
meditate upon the great hymn of pure praise by Charles 
Wesley—‘“Praise to Christ the Lord.” 

Also there comes to mind the love letter of the Apos- 
tle Paul to his Philippian friends calling them to rejoice 
in Christ—who He is and what He has done. 


“God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name which is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” 


When Charles Wesley had come to grips with Christ 
and ceased the checkered life of his earlier years, there 
was released within him immediately a “gift of song.” 
The day following his conversion he wrote his first 
hymn of praise, and almost daily from that time on he 
composed religious verse until at the close of his life he 
had written more than 6,500 hymns based on the Scrip- 
tures. Each of these expresses some phase of Christian 
conviction. His hymns have called countless men to 
Christlike character and conduct. 

“Praise to Christ the Lord” is founded upon Philip- 
plans 4:4 


“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Re- 
- 7) 
joice.” 


The hymn calls for the whole man to rejoice and its 
direction or thought i is to Christ alone. He is the cause 
for boundless joy and ceaseless praise in the human 
heart. The original hymn contained five verses though 
we use but three in our Hymnal. Each names some 
definite reason for the Christian to rejoice. 

The first verse calls us to adoration and praise of 
Jesus, remembering who He is— 

“Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, 
And triumph evermore.” 


Jesus is Lord and King, the victory is His. Made the 
Lord of our lives, He will lead us to triumph with Him 
for evermore. Then join the chorus: 


Darwall 


“Lift up your heart, 
lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!” 


The second stanza reminds us of what Christ has done 
and the price He has paid for the victory He has won 
for us. 


“Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, 

The God of truth and love; 

When He had purged our stains, 
He took His seat above.” 


Our reigning Lord, out of love having satisfied the God 
of justice and made possible the forgiveness and cleans- 
ing of us all from sin, took His seat on the right hand of 
the Father. According to Romans 8:34 He continues 
even today His work for us. It is time, then to— 


“Lift up your heart, 
lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!’ 


, 


The third stanza is one of assurance for the Kingdom 
of which we are a part and of recognition of the King’s 
eternal and universal power. 


“His Kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o’er earth and heaven; 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus given.” 


To be a part of His Kingdom and to have as personal 
Lord the Ruler of the universe, is great and beyond our 
comprehension, but because of Him comes the call to 
which every _—— heart will respond. 


Lift ~ your heart, 
ift up your voice! 
Rejoice again I say, rejoice!” 


The Saviour who has come to birth, is Lord and 


King of all the earth, therefore 


“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Re- 
joice.” 


Only with the personal, sincere response from the 
heart of those who hear His name—from you and me 
and others like us—will we realize the uniting of the 
peoples of the earth in bending the knee and blending 
the voices to declare “Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” 


— JANIE MCCUTCHEN 
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Survey-in 


Western Civilization is “bent” 


but not “broken” 


THE BENT WORLD 
by J. V. Langmead Casserley. 
Oxford University Press, 1955. 
286 pages. $4.00. 

This is a worth-while and thought- 
provoking book, although the title is 
somewhat misleading. The book does 
not deal with the tension between the 
Orient and the Occident, as suggested 
by the subtitle, “East-West Tensions,” 
unless Communism is identified with 
the East. It is not primarily a book on 
Communism, although three brief and 
excellent chapters are devoted to it. 
The author’s main interest is in west- 
ern civilization, which is now chal- 
lenged by Communism. This is his 
“Bent World.” He does not explain 
his use of the word “bent” till the last 
page of the book. But the reviewer 
had guessed he meant by “bent” that 
all men and their institutions are im- 
perfect due to the sinfulness of men, 
an idea which he emphasizes. On the 
last page he contrasts “bent” with 
“broken,” saying that although west- 
ern civilization is “bent” it is not 
hopeless, for it is not yet entirely cut 
off from its Christian roots. 

The chief contribution of the book, 
we feel, is Casserley’s discussion of 
various aspects of our western civiliza- 
tion, pointing out weaknesses and 
values in the light of Christian faith. 
We have tended to absolutize our 
way of life with its techniques and to 
ignore the spiritual aspects and roots 
which gave it birth. Chapters on “The 
Deification of Democracy” and “The 
Obsession with Technics” are espe- 


cially good. 
34 


is book’s theme 


Another chapter points out that we 
tend to emphasize activity that is gain- 
ful, and put activity of a cultural or 
service nature in a secondary place. 
He shows that both individual activity 
(capitalism) and group activity (so- 
cialism) have their proper place in 
human society, and these two terms 
should not be made an “either-or.” 

The importance of the family and 
the seriousness of the divorce prob- 
lem are discussed from the point of 
view of an Anglican Christian. Other 
subjects dealt with are the Christian 
doctrine of work, nationalism, the real 
challenge of the present proletarian 
revolution, the place of religion in 
education, and finally the Christian 
message to the world today. 

As can be seen, many topics of vital 
interest are touched upon, and many 
illuminating suggestions are made. We 
regret, however, that the book seems 
to lack a real integration, and that the 
author in the last chapter did not tie 
the various aspects of this “bent world” 
together into a unity and set over 
against it more clearly the key to a 
“straight world.” It is also to be re- 
gretted that the book has no index 
which would make its valuable ideas 
available for reference. 

—JAMES E. BEAR 
BIRDS OF THE WORLD 
Their Life and Habits, by Paul 
Barruel. Oxford University Press, 
New York, 1954. 204 pp., 
$12.50. 

This is one of the finest books on 

birds produced in recent years, It is a 


handsome, even a sumptuous, vol- 
ume, altogether admirable in format 
and in content. The author is a promi- 
nent French naturalist, who not only 
knows his birds, but is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the work that has been 
done by the ornithologists of other 
countries. The book is translated by 
Phyllis Barclay-Smith, secretary of the 
leading British society for bird pro- 
tection. 

Although birds from all countries 
of the world are considered, the title 
of the book is somewhat misleading, 
and the subtitle gives a better indi- 
cation of its purpose. It is not a sys- 
tematic survey of the various families 
of the birds, but a study of the life 
history of birds, the way they move; 
the kinds of food they eat and the 
ways in which they secure this food; 
their reactions to danger; the emo- 
tional life of birds; and many other 
features of their lives. 

He takes up the events in the an- 
nual cycle of a bird’s life: the nature 
and purpose of song; the selection 
of the territory; courtship and pair 
formation, nesting and egg-laying; the 
life of the young bird in the nest; the 
care of the young after leaving the 
nest. He goes into the difficult and 
fascinating problems of bird migra- 
tion; the factors in the social life of 
birds; the fluctuations of bird popula- 
tions; and the relations of birds to 
mankind. All of this is handled in a 
popular yet thoroughly scientific way. 
pig are only 78 pages of text, these 
are large pages and they contain as 
much material as an ordinary book. 

While most of the material is Euro- 
pean, there is much from the tropics 
and from temperate North America. 

Pictures form the outstanding fea- 
ture of the book. There are sixteen 
color plates, of which four are color 
photographs and twelve are from 
superb paintings by the author. The 
paintings rank with the best work of 
this generation. 

In addition there are 161 photo- 
graphs by the best nature photogra- 
phers of Europe and America, and 43 
drawings and maps. With the color 
work and the large number of photo- 
graphs, the price of the book is neces- 
sarily high, but the value is there. It 
would make a fine present for a 
friend interested in nature: 

—J. J. MURRAY 
Editor’s Note: Dr. Murray of Lexington, Va., 
is himself a recognized ornithologist as well 


as an outstanding minister of our denomina- 
tion. 
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THE CROSS AND THE EAGLE 
by Julius Berstl. Muhlenberg 
Press, 319 pp., $3.50. 


THE BOND AND THE FREE 
by Charles Dunscomb. Hough- 
ton Mifflin Co. 176 pp., $3. 

The Cross and the Eagle is a novel 
based on the life of St. Paul. By the 
author of The Tentmaker, which 
came out a few years ago, it deals 
with the latter years of the Apostle’s 
life. 

The book pictures Paul as a ma- 
ture Christian and gives wonderful in- 
sight into the circumstances surround- 
ing the writing of the epistles. Many 
of the trials of his journeys, including 
the shipwreck at Melita, are vividly 
portrayed. 

This book should be helpful to 
teachers and others interested in learn- 
ing more about the life of Paul. 

Another novel dealing with much 
the same subject but written in a 
rather more interesting fashion is The 
Bond and the Free, Lavinia, a young 
Roman patrician, has gone to Judea to 
visit her Aunt Claudia, who is the 
wife of the governor, Pontius Pilate. 
She writes back to her cousin in 
Rome telling how in spite of herself 
she has become interested in Paul. 
Many years later she is baptized by 
him. The _first- -person style of the 
novel gives the reader a feeling of 
participation in the events of those 
early days. 

The book is written by an English- 
man who only recently embraced the 
Christian faith. Now a ‘theological stu- 
dent in England, he expects to be 
ordained this year. 


— JIMMIE REGAN 


HENTZ, OF THINGS NOT 


SEEN 
by Harriet H. Houser. Macmil- 
lan Co. $3.50. 
Probably you have never read a 


book such as this, because even the 
author doesn’t know how her story 
will end. This striking statement lured 
me into Hentz and its message did 
the rest. 

In 1951 Mrs. Houser’s young son, 
Hentz, dived from a springboard into 
shallow water and was critically in- 
jured. When he was carried into the 
operating room doctors refused to say 
whether he would live through the 
night. Though he did survive, many 
termed him a hopeless invalid. But his 
mother was always sure he would 
get better. 


During the ensuing months, as one 
setback after another occurred, Mrs. 
Houser—neither a mystic nor a reli- 
gious fanatic—learned to rely com- 
pletely upon the promises she found 
in her Bible. And this faith carried 
her through. As Macmillan states in 
its publicity about the book: “These 
vears for Mrs. Houser have been a 
time of self revelation; for she found 
a faith within herself, a faith so deep 
and powerful that nothing could de- 
feat it.” 

Hentz’s own courage and determi- 
nation are likewise an inspiration. 

Twice during my work with young 
people I had need for just such a 
book. Other DCEs and ministers may 
have had the same experience. Hentz 
provides a deep challenge to both 
adults and young people to renew and 
strengthen ‘their faith. I can honestly 
say that seldom have I read a book 
that challenged me so deeply. 

—VERITA BARNETT 





GIVE A BOOK ABOUT CHRISTMAS 


CHRISTMAS, AN ANNUAL, Haugan 


Paper 1.25, Cloth 2.50 
TREASURY OF CHRISTMAS SONGS 
AND CAROLS, Simon ......... 5.00 
WHY THE CHIMES RANG AND OTHER 
oo ae. eee 2.25 
JESUS THE LITTLE NEW BABY, 
SE Nidonks sv canopeaconany 1.00 
LET’S KEEP CHRISTMAS, Peter 
NEE | 8 sain ecddrcemnenin 1.50 
ALL ABOUT CHRISTMAS, Krythe .. 2.75 
rHE EMPTY cup, Menius ...... .50 
PULLERS OF THE STAR, Lacy .... — .50 
THE STORY OF THE OTHER WISE 
DEAN, WOR TIVE ooh ascs sees 75 


These books are available from Presbyterian 
Bookstores in Richmond (Box 1176), Atlanta 
(Box 6127), and Dallas (Box 1020). 





MAID OF ISRAEL, 
by Tolbert R. Ingram. Broadman 
Press, Nashville, Tenn., 270 pp., 
$3. 

This intensely exciting Biblical novel 
takes place in the days of the Prophet 
Elisha when Jehoram, son of Jezebel, 
ruled over Israel. 

A small caravan of Israelites on 
their way home to Samaria is am- 
bushed and killed by Syrian soldiers. 
Miriam, a lovely blue-eyed Jewish 
maiden, is the sole survivor. Taken 
captive by the Syrians, she endures 
the harrowing experience of being put 
on the block to be sold as a slave. But 
just in time Naaman, the valiant chief 


captain of the host of Syria, comes to 
the rescue. 

She is taken to his luxurious quar- 
ters, and becomes not only the trusted 
handmaiden to his wife, but the be- 
loved daughter of the household as 
well. Her simple and sincere faith in 
the God of her fathers affects Naa- 
man’s household, the entire garrison 
and the nation. 

When Naaman is stricken with lep- 
rosy it is Miriam who persuades him 
to travel to Samaria to see the Prophet 
Elisha, friend of her childhood, for 
healing. Intrigue and conspiracy be- 
tween Ben-Hadad, king of Syria, and 
Gabbar, ambitious and evil Syrian 
captain, make Naaman’s journey quite 
hazardous. 

High spot of the story is the visit 
to Elisha; his thunderous commands, 
Naaman’s humbling experience, and 
his resulting faith and cure. 

Baskan, another of the Syrian cap- 
tains, fine and stalwart, also finds his 
way of life changed on this journey 
as he discovers his love for Miriam 
and his awareness of her God. 

Events move swiftly to a climax 
in the siege of Samaria by the Syrian 
hosts. With armies encamped outside 
the walls, war rages within between 
Jezebel’s priests of Baal and Jehovah’s 
servant, Elisha. Starvation is rampant, 
and the horrors and misery accom- 
panying it are described in sickening 
detail. 

After months of intense suffering, 
the children of Israel are led to turn 
back to their God, the armies of Syria 
vanish in the night. Naaman and 
Baskan enter the city gates, are re- 
united with Miriam, and are rewarded 
for their great love for her and their 
true faith in Elisha’s God. 

Even though the old story has been 
fictionized to make for more exciting 
reading, the historical events are true 
and sound. The rugged and indomi- 
table faith of Elisha, underlying and 
dominating all the vividly portrayed 
events, is magnificent. 

—MRS. J. W. WITHERSPOON 
MEN FROM THE SEA 
by K. M. Wallenius. Oxford 
University Press, 282 pp., $4. 

Five exciting tales of Scandinavian 
and Finnish Lapland, held together by 
a common theme—the impact of the 
Arctic ruggedness on its people. In 
moving imagery the author succeeds 
in capturing the beauty of the North 
as well as the mood of its men and 
women, 
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“Old First’ in Birmingham is also known as “Church of the Bells” 
because of Rushton Memorial Carillon from England. @ Bonnie 
Beach, Birmingham Presbytery’s camp ground, consists of 200-acre 
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tract with 10-acre lake. @ Newest church in Mobile Presbytery is 
Westminster in Mobile, whose charter was issued January 30, 1955. 


ALABAMA 


EIGHTH in membership within the 
General Assembly, the Synod of Alabama has witnessed 
its greatest growth during the decade since World War 
II, It has just about kept pace with the increase chalked 
up by the Assembly as « for the Assembly the 
membership gain has been 34.5 per cent over 1945 and 
for Alabama it has been 33 per cent. If we add the new 
Central Alabama Presbytery, a Negro presbytery, the 
percentage gain jumps to 40 per cent. 
It is interesting to note that the greatest area of 
growth is in East Alabama Presbytery which expanded 
67 per cent; North Alabama was next with 39 per cent; 








then Mobile 37.5 per cent; Birmingham 32 per cent; and 
Tuscaloosa 10.5 per cent. 


Of the 209 churches in the Synod of Alabama (35,014 
members ), 61 are over 100 years old. 


While Presbyterianism is not as old in Alabama as 
in those states which shared in the constituting of our 
nation, there was an extended period of church organi- 
zation beginning in the year 1819 when Alabama be- 
came a state. The generation between 1820 and 1840 
shared in the organization of 53 churches which still 
witness for Christ. Half of these must be classed as 
rural and they remain small, but for more than a cen- 
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tury they have given of their life blood to enrich urban 
churches all over our land. 

The first Presbyterian church organized within the 
Territory of Alabama was one at Huntsville, near the 
Tennessee line, started by Rev. Gideon Blackburn on 
June 15, 1818. Presbyterianism was supposed to have 
been brought in by Scotch-Irish settlers from the Caro- 
linas. 

In 1820 Alabama Presbytery was formed by order of 
the Synod of South Carolina. The northern part of the 
state was organized into the Presbytery of North Ala- 
bama four years later and went into the Synod of West 
Tennessee. In 1829 the southern part of the state was 
assigned to the Synod of Mississippi and Alabama. 


i ks SYNOD OF ALABAMA Officially came into existence 
in 1835 with the boundaries those of the state. 
There have been many changes in number of presby- 
teries since. Perhaps the most significant recent one was 
the inclusion in 1952 of Central Alabama Presbytery. 

At one time there was a Presbytery of West Africa, 
erected by the General Assembly among missionaries 
to Western Africa and attached to the Synod of Ala- 
bama. It went out of existence in 1852, however. During 
the early days a mission was established in Monroe 
County for the Chickasaw Indians. 

By 1886 the synod had delegated responsibility for 
evangelization work to the presbyteries and_ local 
churches with the injunction that pastors should de- 
vote “certainly not less than one month each year” to 
this work. They were admonished to “go two by two 
as the 70 had gone” and presby teries were directed to 
make use of ruling elders in evangelization. 

Largest number of additions by letter was registered 
in 1890 due to a large immigration into the state. 


TODAY 


The Synod of Alabama has within its bounds no edu- 
cational institutions of its own but each year allots 
$22,000 in its budget to Campus Christian Life, the 
ministry to students and faculty in the colleges of the 
state. 

Two schools have full-time Presbyterian student 
workers: the University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa and 
Alabama Polytechnical Institute at Auburn. The $250,- 
ooo raised by the synod in a three-year campaign for 
Campus Christian Life ending in 1950 went to these 
schools and to State Teachers Colleges at Jacksonville 
and Livingston. 

In addition, the synod carries on work among stu- 





dents and faculty at Montevallo, Florence, Marion, 
Tuskeegee, and Tuscaloosa, and has Westminster Fel- 
lowships at Birmingham-Southern and Huntington Col- 
leges. 

The synod shares with its neighboring synods in the 
support and control of Southwestern at Memphis, 
Agnes Scott College, Columbia and Louisville Semi- 
naries. 

The one institution owned and controlled by synod 
is the Presbyterian Home for Children at Talladega. 
Started as a home for orphans of Confederate Soldiers, 
it has grown to many buildings and a large acreage, 
with total assets of $750,000. 


BIRMINGHAM PRESBYTERY 


Definitely metropolitan in its outlook, Birmingham 
Presbytery includes 23 churches in Jefferson County 
and only five outside. A recent meeting of the Com- 
mittee on Church Extension was pleased to learn that 
four of these will go on self-sustaining status January 
1, 1956. They are Dixon Memorial, Chapel in the Pines, 
Forest Hills, and Grace Covenant. 

Westininster Church (Negro) belongs to Central 
Alabama Presbytery, but Birmingham has a sustaining 
financial interest. 

Recently, in line with the FORWARD WITH CHRIST pro- 
gram, surveys were made to learn the number of un- 
reached in each county. Of the 776,140 persons living 
in the seven counties of the presbytery 64 per cent 
(496,730) were not affiliated with any church. (EDI- 
TOR’S NOTE: In the nation as a whole, only 38 per 
cent of Americans claim no church affiliation. ) A 
Strategy Committee of fifteen members is being set up 
to determine the need for new churches and for expan- 
sion of existing facilities. 

R. D. Bedinger, executive secretary of the presby- 
tery, reports that plans will probably move forward to 
purchase lots and start new churches in Birmingham, 
with its 610,000 population. 

First church of any denomination in Birmingham 
was First Presbyterian (“Old First”) known also as 
“The Church of the Bells” because of the William J. 
Rushton Memorial Carillon which came from England. 

Youngest church is Chapel in the Pines begun in 
1951 as an outpost of South Highland Church. Located 
in a new suburban area which has gained 95 per cent 
of its population since the war, this church is overflow- 
ing and has already drawn up plans for enlarging its 
plant at a cost of $29,000. (See page 51) 


College faculty and personnel from Veterans hospital in Tuskeegee requested Westminster Church, organ- 


ized by a commission of Central Alabama Presbytery on January 23, 1955. Photo shows charter members. 








To Our Missionaries 


December 
December 


Happy Birthday 


DECEMBER 


-Dr. Frank A. Brown Jr., Japan 
3—Miss Gertrude Mason, Brazil 


December 4—Rev. Dwight Linton, Korea 
December 6—Mr. John M. Stout, Brazil* 
December 6—Mrs. John G. Viser, Brazil 
December 6—Rev. Homer A. Spencer, Mexico 
December 7—Mrs. John Knox Miller, Africa 
December 7—Mr. Garland Goodrum, Africa 
December 8—Mrs. T. K. Morrison, yond 
December 8—Mrs. Ovid B. Bush Jr., Japan 
December g—Rev. H. E. Pressly, Mexico 
December g—Mr. Robert Henry Wilson, Africa 
December 1o—Mrs. Glenn W. Murray, Africa 
December 14—Mrs. David J. Hopkins, Brazil 
December 15—Miss Frances Stribling, Formosa 


December 
December 


1i9—Rev. Joseph H. Spooner, Africa 


21—Mr. Jule Spach, Brazil* 


January 21—Mr. J. H. Wheelock, Brazil 
January 21—Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe, Japan 
January 22—Miss Jacqueline Muris, Africa 
January 24—Mrs. L. G, Calhoun, Brazil 
January 24—Mrs. W. Frank McElroy Jr., Africa 
January 26—Rev. John Butler Wood, Mexico* 
January 26—Miss Marguerite Mizell, Formosa 
January 26—Mrs. Keith R. Crim, Korea 
January 26—Rev. James T. Magruder, Japan 
January 29—Miss Mary Kathryn McBee, Mexico 
January 30—Miss Alice L ongenecker, Africa 


February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 


FEBRUARY 


1—Miss Lena Fontaine, Korea 
3—Mrs. J. C. Crane, Korea 
3—Mrs. Jas. I. Paisley, Korea 
4—Dr. J. Tinsley Smith Jr., Africa 
4—Mr. Kenneth Shaver, Brazil 
7—Dr. John Knox Miller, Africa 
8—Rev. William A. Linton, Korea 
g—Miss Janet Talmage, Korea 
11—Mrs. John Barksdale, Japan 
11—Rev. Donnell McCall, Japan 
12—Miss Ruth Worth, Africa 





December 21—Miss Florence E. Root, Korea 
December 22—Rev. Frank F. Baker, Brazil 
December 22—Mrs. J. Hervey Ross, Mexico 
December 23—Rev. Arch B. Taylor Jr., Japan 
December 23—Mr. John Franklin Watt, Africa 
December 25—Miss Rena Nanette Fulson, Africa 
December 26—Mr. William F. Stockwell, Africa 
December 26—Miss Ada McMurphy, Korea 
December 26—Rev. Thomas W. Foley, Brazil* 
December 26—Mr. Benjamin Kelley Jr., Africa* 
December 26—Miss Mary Doris Moore, Africa 
December 30—Rev. J. V. N. Talmage, Korea 
December 30—Mrs. Donnell McCall, Japan 


JANUARY 
January 1—Miss Charlotte A. Taylor, Brazil 
January 1—Miss Margaret Pritchard, Korea 
January 2—Miss Ruth Buckland, Japan 
January 2z—Rev. Jack Brown Scott, Korea 
January 3—Miss Mary Juanita Connell, Japan 
January 4—Rev. W. Frank McElroy Sr., Africa 
January 4—Miss Vivian Hodges, Brazil 
January 6—Mrs. William A. Linton, Korea 
January 7—Mrs. Hugh M. Linton, Korea 
January 8—Rev. Harold Borchert, Japan 


January 1o—Rev. Earl S. King Sr., Africa 
January 1o—Rev. William G. Neville, Brazil 
January 1o—Rev. Earl S. King Jr., Africa 
January 11—Mrs. Robt. Wm. Reinhold, Africa 
January 12—Mrs. Chas. R. Butler Jr., Brazil* 
January 13—Rev. John Somerville, Korea 
January 14—Mrs,. W. A. Mcllwaine, Japan 
January 14—Miss Emily H. Boehler, Africa 
January 15—Mrs. Arch B. Taylor Jr., Japan 
January 16—Dr. Henry S. Nelson, Africa 
January 16—Mr. John C. Pritchard, Africa 
January 18—Mr. Rob Roy Robertson, Africa 
January 20—Miss Shirley McRee, Africa 


February 12—Mr. Wm. L. Brandt, Brazil 
February 13—Mrs. John Sharp Vass, Africa 
February 13—Rev. J. R. Woodson, Brazil 
February 13—Miss Florence Virginia Lewis, Africa 
February 13—Miss Mary B. Crawford, Africa 
February 17—Dr. Robert R. King, Africa* 
February oie Nancy Boyd, Brazil 
February 19—Miss E ‘lizabeth Shefelton, Africa 
February 21—Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, Formosa 
lebruary 21—Rev. John Barksdale, Japan 
February 21—Mrs. Eric Bolton, Africa 
February 21—Rev. John M. Coffin Jr., Africa 
February 22—Rev. Hugh M. Linton, Korea 
February 22—Rev. Harold L. Thomas, Mexico 
February 24—Mrs. A. Hoyt Miller, Africa 
February 25—Rev. J. C. Crane, Korea 
February 25—Rev. John G. Viser, Brazil 
February 25—Mrs. Edson Johnson Jr., Mexico 
February 26—Rev. A. L. Davis, Brazil 
February 28—Miss Virginia Allen, Africa 
February 28—Rev. Ernest W. Pettis Jr., Korea 
February 29—Mrs. William Rule III, Africa 


The missionaries who are starred should be addressed 
to Educational Department, Box 330, Nashville 1, Ten- 
nessee, Since mail will be forwarded, please use first 
class postage. 

A birthday card, unsealed and with signature only, 
may be sent for two cents. Letters addressed to Africa, 
Formosa, Japan, Korea, and Brazil require eight (8) 
cents for the first ounce or fraction of an ounce, and 
four cents (4) for each additional ounce or fraction of 
an ounce. Air mail letters can be sent to Africa, For- 
mosa, Japan, and Korea at the rate of twenty-five (25) 
cents per half ounce; however, air mail folders may be 
obtained at the post ‘office for ten (10) cents. Air mail 

rate to Brazil is ten (10) cents per half ounce. Letters 

) Mexico are subject to the same postage rates and 
conditions which would apply to them if they were 
addressed for delivery in the United States. 






































First Presbyterian Church 
Elizabethtown, Ky. 


“—— AND BIBLES May seem strange companions, 
but not so in pioneer days when the gun so 
frequently accompanied the worshiper with his Bible, 
to protect him on his way to divine service.” 

So wrote the secretary of Louisville Presby terial 1 
recounting the beginning of Presbyterianism in FE. liza- 
bethtown, Kentucky. The Presbyterian church there 
was organized on January 5, 1829, with thirteen mem- 
bers, nine women and four men. Six years later three 
consecrated elders organized a Sunday school, which 
met in David Weller’s gunshop, as there was no church 
building. 

Since this was the only Sunday school in town, chil- 
dren of all denominations attended. Soon, however, the 
Methodist minister, sizing up the situation, said to his 
congregation, “Brethren, this will never do. If the Pres- 
byterians get their doctrine into the heads of our chil- 
dren, you will never get it out.” So they and other 
denominations started Sunday schools of their own. 


The church building erected in 1835 is thought to be 
the oldest such building in continual use in Hardin 
County. It has been repaired and improved several 
times, but never rebuilt. 


Of the 25 men who have served as pastors and stated 
supplies, seven are living. Seven of its sons have gone 
into the ministry: J. DeWitt Duncan, Benjamin Helm, 
David M. Sweets, J. Edwards Park, Henry H. Sweets, 
W. Bristow Gray, and Gault Robertson. 


Church 
of the Month 


Last year First Church celebrated its 125th anniver- 
sary with a special service at Easter with six of the 
surviving ministers present. 

Because of its proximity to Fort Knox, this church 
ministered to considerable numbers of servicemen from 
1941 to 1945. With Home Mission aid from the Synod 
of Kentucky, an auditorium, Sunday school rooms, and 
a kitchen were added to the rear of the church. When 
Louisville Presbytery met in this church last year, many 
commented on the beauty of the sanctuary and the 
convenient arrangement of the facilities. 

Recognizing the importance of preserving its historic 
tradition, the Women of the Church have fitted up a 
little room in front of the sanctuary for relics: the first 
communion service, two old lamps that stood on either 
side of the pulpit; old pieces of furniture formerly used 
in the pulpit. On the walls are pictures of seventeen 
ministers who served the church and the seven “sons” 
in the ministry. 

The church was able to retire its old furniture, thanks 
to the gift of beautiful new oak pulpit furniture which 
the clerk of the session, R. M. Phillips, gave in memory 
of his sister. A brass cross and two seven-branch cande- 
labra are the gift of Mrs. J. W. Edmonson. 

Pastor of the church since 1953, Rev. Joseph E. 
Knight reports 235 members, 71 being new members. 
Newest additions to the church program are a new 
circle and a Young Adults Class. 

Always alert to its opportunities, First Church still 
serves Fort Knox soldiers by providing them with a 
church home while they’re away from home. 
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Attention Ministers 


Second in a Series 





More About Social Security 


YOUNGER MINISTER should not 

overlook the value of Social 

Security coverage. If he is mar- 
ried, or contemplates marriage and a 
family, or if he may in the future 
have parents dependent upon him, he 
should carefully consider this ques- 
tion. 

As an illustration, refer to page 3 
of the booklet distributed by the 
Board of Annuities and Relief entitled 
“The New Social Security Law Cov- 
ering Ministers and Missionaries.” 

Let us assume that the minister’s 
average monthly earnings were $270 
and that he was “currently” or “fully” 
insured. The figures in the next-to- 
the-last line in the schedules on page 
3 show the monthly benefits. In event 
of the minister’s death, leaving his 
wife and two children, two and five 
years of age, they will be entitled to 
survivor’s benefits. His wife would 
receive the maximum lump-sum pay- 
ment of $255. For thirteen years, or 
until the a child reaches age 
eighteen, the widow and the two chil- 
dren would receive $185.20 per month. 
This would total $28,891.20. After 
three more years the youngest child 
would reach eighteen. During those 
three years the mother and younger 
child would receive $138.80 a month, 
or a total of $4,996.80. 

In all, the widow and minor chil- 
dren would receive during the sixteen 
years a total of $34,143. Moreover, had 
the minister been “fully” insured, 
upon attaining age sixty-five his wife 
could begin receiving $69.40 each 
month and continue to receive it as 
long as she lives or until remarriage. 

Should the young minister referred 
to in the last paragraph above also be 
covered in the Ministers’ Annuity 
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Fund, he would have an ideal com- 
bination. Should he become disabled, 
he would receive from MAF a dis- 
ability annuity ordinarily ranging 
from $50 to $75 a month. In the event 
of his death his wife would receive 
from the MAF beginning at once, an 
annuity ordinarily ranging from $300 
annually to one-half of his accrued an- 
nuity credits from marriage to the 
date of his death, if greater. 

From the MAF each minor child 
would receive $100 annually until age 
18, or 21 if attending an approved in- 
stitution of learning. Combined bene- 
fits during the first thirteen years 
would be at the rate of $226.86 per 
month, and $172.13 a month for the 
next three years. The oldest will then 
be eighteen. He or she may continue 
in school and receive $100 from MAF 
for three more years. 

The mother may secure employ- 
ment until she is sixty-five years of 
age.” During this time she will receive 
nothing from Social Security. She will, 
however, receive her proper annuity 
from the MAF—ordinarily not less 
than $300 annaully. She will continue 
to receive her MAF annuity as long 
as she lives, or until remarriage, re- 
gardless of her income from other 
sources. After age sixty-five should 
her total “net earnings” not be greater 
than $1200, her combined MAF and 
Social Security benefits would not be 
less than $94.40 a month. Should her 
employment before attaining age 65 
be in covered employment under So- 
cial Security and should her own 
Social Security monthly payment be 
greater than her Social Security 

* Changes in the Social Security law are now 
being considered which may include reducing 


the woman’s minimum retirement age from 65 to 
62, or even to 60. 


widow benefit, she would receive the 
greater Social Security benefit. 

There is a nominal lump sum death 
benefit, regardless of any othér bene- 
fits, which is payable upon your 
death, whether you are “currently” or 
“fully” insured. It is in amount three 
times the amount of your “old-age 
insurance benefit” (monthly retire- 
ment benefit) but the maximum bene- 
fit is $255. The benefit must be ap- 
plied for within two years, and may 
be paid to your wife, if living, or to 
another person to the extent that it is 
used to pay for your funeral expenses. 

Should a younger minister die, be- 
ing “fully” insured, leaving no widow 
or eligible child, a parent’s insurance 
benefit is payable to each parent, 65 
years of age or older, equivalent to 75 
per cent of his “old-age insurance 
benefit” (seventy-five per cent of his 
“Primary Insurance Amount”). The 
parent must have received at least half 
of his or her support from such min- 
ister and must not be entitled to Social 
Security old-age benefit of his or her 
own. Should a parent remarry his or 
her payment would cease. ; 


N THE NEW LAw there is a provision 

for “freezing” participation during 
disability, after tw enty quarters of 
coverage out of the last forty and at 
least six quarters of coverage out of 
the last thirteen—for those who are 
under sixty-five years of age. If you 
were sixty or older on January 1, 1955 
you will "be 65 or older after tw enty 
quarters. No one qualifies until he or 
she has at least five years’ coverage. 

You are not too old to enter Social 
Security. If you can find ways and 
means of securing “net earnings” of at 
least $400 during the year, and pay 
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your 3 per cent tax thereon for 1955 
when you make your 1955 Income tax 
Return (Schedule C and Form 1040) 
between January 1, and April 15, 1956, 
(having filed your WAIVER CER- 
TIFICATE FOR USE BY MINIS- 
TERS and having secured your Social 
Security number), you will have met 
the necessary conditions for partici- 
pation in Social Security. 

If you will be sixty-five years of 
age or older on July 1, 1956, and can 
earn not less than $400 between Janu- 
ary 1 and June 30, 1956 it will be pos- 
sible to have your Social Security 
monthly payments, and those of your 
wife, if 65 years old or older, begin 
as of July 1, 1956. You will have the 
required minimum coverage of six 
quarters. (If your net earnings are not 
then $400, you will have to continue 
until the total during 1956 is $400). 

While it will be thus permissible 
for you to have your monthly pay- 
ment beginning on July 1, 1956 they 
will be paid temporarily in reduced 
amounts. You see, your 3%, Social Se- 
curity tax is not payable from month 
to month, but only after December 
31, 1955, when you make your 1955 
Income tax return, and similarly for 
later years. Your reduced Social Se- 
curity monthly benefits would con- 
tinue from July through December 
1956. Then you, personally, would 
have to file a request for a recompu- 
tation of your benefits, after which 
they would be increased to the full 
amounts, retroactive to July 1, 1956. 
In any event you would need to have 
not less than $400 net income during 
1956 and pay your 3°/, tax. 

It would be better, if you can, to 
continue employment through De- 
cember 31, 1956, and begin to receive 
the full amounts of your Social Se- 
curity payments beginning as of Janu- 
ary 1, 1957. The Social Security Ad- 
ministration would then compute your 
benefits in the way that would pro- 
duce the larger amounts. 

If you are interested in a more de- 
tailed presentation of this subject, the 
Board of Annuities and Relief, 341-C 
Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. Atlanta 5, 
Ga., will be glad to furnish you 
with a memorandum from Robert a 
Myers, chief actuary of the Social 
Security Administration. 


b pad MIGHT WONDER: How can I 
receive such large returns in So- 
cial Security benefits when I have par- 
ticipated such a short time and made 


& What makes the best investment for a minister? 


& Are you too old to enter Social Security? 


® Can a minister who has paid in only a short time receive full 


Social Security benefits P 


® These pertinent questions are among those answered in this 
second in a series of three articles which SURVEY is beaming par- 
ticularly to its minister readers. Next month’s article will be of 
special interest to veterans and their dependents. 


such a small personal investment? It 
is general knowledge that Social Se- 
curity taxes, paid by older persons, 
will pay only a relatively small por- 
tion of the cost of their monthly 
Social Security payments. Your Gov- 
ernment, however, reasons that these 
benefits are properly coming to you. 
The contribution that you have made 
during the years to the welfare, se- 
curity, and continuing prosperity of 
our country, and to thé world, will be 
passed on to future generations. It 
will not appear unreasonable, in his- 
tory, that your group, now retiring, 
will receive from the Government 
these Social Security benefits with 
comparatively small ‘cash outlay. 

In looking forward in earlier years 
to your retirement, it was reasonable 
for you to expect that the proceeds 
from your life insurance policies, and 
your monthly checks from the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund would more 
adequately meet your needs. How- 
ever, inflation has greatly reduced the 
purchasing power of your carefully 
saved dollars. Your Church has recog- 
nized this. Joy Gifts from apprecia- 
tive hearts throughout the Church are 
making it possible to make relief 
grants in addition to the annuities. 

Your Government also thinks that 
you have made a great contribution to 
your country and to mankind, and 
therefore makes these Social Security 
benefits available to you with com- 
paratively little personal cost to you. 
Do you hesitate because you think it 
possible that your grandchildren may 
be called upon to pay additional taxes? 
Should this happen, surely it will not 
be forgotten how you were burdened 
with taxes during and after two world 
wars, and how in your declining years 
were increasingly taxed to provide 
educational facilities for a “bumper 
crop” of grandchildren. 

It should be noted that in selecting 
Social Security coverage you do not 
state that you are a self-employed per- 


son. Your Government is simply of- 
fering, for the purposes of Social Se- 
curity, to treat you in the same man- 
ner as if you were a self-employed 
person, which is vastly different. 
Strangely, there seem to be some who 
cannot see this clear distinction. 

Under this arrangement our treas- 
ured priniciple of separation of 
Church and State remains unimpaired, 
and the Church is not taxed. You can 
participate in Social Security with- 
out reference to the Church or em- 
ploying agency of the Church. 
Furthermore, while the self-employed 
persons and those treated as self-em- 
ployed pay only the 3 per cent tax, 
this is 50 per cent more than that paid 
by individuals who are not self-em- 
ployed or treated as self-employed. 

There are many people between the 
ages of 65 and 72 who have qualified 
for Social Security benefits, but be- 
cause such benefits are inadequate, 
and because they do not have suffi- 
cient income from other sources, they 
find it necessary to keep on working 
and forfeit their Social Security bene- 
fits. 

A few E bonds maturing after retire- 
ment would afford timely assistance. 
It will not hurt to plan reasonably 
ahead so that with your MAF annuity 
and possibly some “retirement” in- 
come from interest, dividends, rent 
and the like you will be otherwise 
able to retire and enjoy your Social 
Security payments before age 72 if 
this becomes advisable. Only a little 
extra “retirement” income, as distin- 
guished from “earned” income from 
substantial services currently rendered, 
may make this possible. 

To illustrate: Should it be your 
good fortune to have a duplex and 
rent one of the apartments, and should 
you furnish the light and heat, keep 
the entrances and hallways clean, and 
take care of the garbage disposal, you 
would not be rendering substantial 
services and you (See page 58) 
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Foundation pays $60,000 
on Stillman College Pledge 


ATLANTA, GA. (PN)—Receipt of a 
$60,000 check for use at Stillman Col- 
lege, Tuscaloosa, Ala., has been an- 
nounced by Dr. P. D. Miller, Chair- 
man of the Negro Work Campaign. 

The $60,000 gift, from an anony- 
mous Atlanta foundation, was part of 
a $100,000 grant promised by the foun- 
dation, contingent upon the denomi- 
nation’s raising $900,000 for the Negro 
college by the end of 1955. Even 
though donations are’ still $165,000 
short of this minimum figure, the 
foundation sent its check for a major 
portion of the promised grant months 
ahead of the time originally set. 

This action came after representa- 
tives of the foundation had inspected 
work being done with campaign funds 
at Stillman, and in recognition of the 
urgent need for funds to complete 
new buildings and enlarge the college’s 
endowment to assure continued ac- 
creditation. 

Pointing out that the Foundation 
gave assurance that the $40,000 re- 
maining of the grant would be paid 
on the day when the c campaign reaches 
$900,000, Dr. Miller declared: 

“What the Trustees of this foun- 
dation—all of them conservative busi- 
ness people who are native to the deep 
South—have done is highly significant 
when rightly understood. How shall 
Presbyterian people interpret their ac- 
tion: 

“First, we may conclude that these 
business people believe in Stillman Col- 
lege and what it is doing to train a 
Christian Negro leadership in the 
South, with Southern teachers, sup- 
ported by Southern money . They sent 
their representative there in 1953 to 
study the college, and then made the 
offer of $100,000. Now, in 1955, they 
have gone again to Tuscaloosa to 
study the progress made, and, to our 
surprise, $60,000 is paid over before 
any of their original conditions has 
been met. 


“So far as we know, nothing so 
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generous as this has ever been done 
for a small college by any major foun- 
dation. They saw new buildings which 
are badly needed, unfinished for lack 
of funds. They saw (See page 56) 





Abernathy Gets 
Board Position 














JACK ABERNATHY, formerly pub- 
licist for Montreat and more recently pro- 
motion manager for WSJS-TV in Wins- 
ton-Salem, N. C., is new director of 
advertising for the Board of Christian 
Education, in Richmond, Va. 

Mr. Abernathy, who assumed his post 
October 1, will handle all advertising for 
the Board’s publication division, including 
John Knox Press. 

Mr. Abernathy has had ten years’ ex- 
perience as a journalist and promotion 
man. Upon graduation from Davidson 
College in 1940 he entered the army, re- 
ceiving two bronze stars and a purple 
heart for service in the European Theatre. 
Subsequently he served during the Korean 
War as a briefing officer in G-2 Intelli- 
gence for the commanding generals of the 
Third Army, first in Atlanta and then in 
Korea. 

He was a reporter-photographer for the 
Greensboro Daily News for three years 
and later owned and operated a weekly 
newspaper in Randolph County, N. C. 
After serving as promotion director at 
Montreat he was connected with a fund 
raising firm assigned to conduct a capital 
funds campaign for Furman University at 
Greenville, S. C., before going with WSJS- 
TV. He is a native of Gastonia, N. C., 
and a member of First Presbyterian 
Church there. 





Bids for Consolidated 
College Increase 


RED SPRINGS, N. C. (PN)—A special 
committee has ‘he ameeaiies by Red 
Springs citizens to promote establish- 
ment of the new consolidated Presby- 
terian College at this city. 

At a recent meeting Mrs. Roscoe 
McMillan, co-chairman, reported on 
a number of letters of loyalty from 
Flora Macdonald alumnae, and their 
reasons for wishing the new school 
located at Red Springs. 

R. D. McMillan Jr. noted that 33.8 
per cent of the 1954 high school grad- 
uates within a 40-60 mile radius of 
Red Springs entered college last year. 
This, the report pointed out, is a ‘total 
of 2,703 students, a higher percentage 
than from any similar area in the State 
of North Carolina. Mr. McMillan also 
called attention to the many years of 
successful operation of Flora Mac- 
donald College and the interest and 
generosity of citizens near it. 


Appalachia Clinics Evaluate 
Church Schools 


Church school clinics in the 
churches of Appalachia were con- 
ducted during September and October 
by Rev. I. M. Ellis, regional director 
of Christian Education for the synod. 
Purpose was to evaluate the program 
in the local church and plan for im- 
provements. 

Two evenings were given to each 
clinic. Participants the first night in- 
cluded church officers, teachers, mem- 
bers of the Christian Education Com- 
mittee, presidents of adult classes, 
pastor and superintendents. The sec- 
ond night was set aside for depart- 
mental workers. High light was an 
inspirational talk and the viewing of 
the filmstrip, “The Growing Teacher.” 


Granada Day School 


MIAMI, FLA.—The Day School of 
Granada Presbyterian Church resumed 
classes this fall with facilities for kin- 
dergarten, nursery, junior, and senior 
groups. The school operates Mondays 
through Fridays, from 9g a.m. to noon. 
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Sandy Springs Church 


ATLANTA, GA.—Mount Vernon Pres- 
byterian Church at Sandy Springs, 
Ga., near here, dedicated its new $82,- 
000 Fellowship Hall in September. 
Mount Vernon Church is one of ten 
new Presbyterian churches being es- 
tablished in a long-range plan of the 
Atlanta Presbyterian Officers’ Asso- 
ciation. This church, one of three or- 
ganized in 1954, was the recipient of 
$15,000 from that association toward 
purchase and development of prop- 
erty. 

Mount Vernon’s membership has 
grown from 40 charter members to 
the present 200-member congregation, 
whose future plans call for construc- 
tion of a new educational building 
within the next two years and a larger 
sanctuary within five years. 


Cherokee Presbytery 


ACWORTH, GA.—Cherokee Presbytery 
held its fall meeting at the Acworth 
Presbyterian Church September 20. 
Rev. Murdock Calhoun, pastor of 
Trion Presbyterian Church, delivered 
the moderator’s sermon, followed by 
a communion service. 

Also on the agenda were reports 
from leaders in the laymen’s Every 
Church Canvass, which has $84,403 
for its goal. Funds from this canvass 
will be used for churches in north- 
west Georgia counties which have no 
Presbyterian church. 


Kings Mountain Presbytery 


GROVER, N. C—The 132nd annual 
meeting of Kings Mountain Presby- 
tery convened at Shiloh Presbyterian 
Church. Rev. A. R. Craig of Ruther- 
fordton, retiring moderator, presided 
at Opening session and delivered the 
moderator’s sermon. Rev. J. Eade An- 
derson, pastor of Olney Church, Gas- 
tonia, is moderator-nominee. 

The presbytery’s meeting at Shiloh 
coincided with the 175th anniv ersary 
of that church (see October survey ), 


December, 1955 


Three New Missionaries Named; 


$2,500 voted Indonesian Seminary 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (PN)—The Board 
of World Missions appointed three 
new missionaries, adopted a statement 
of principles concerning its work 
Formosa, and voted financial support 
to the Makassar Theological Seminary 
in Indonesia at its meeting here in 
September. 

Newly appointed missionaries are 
Rev. and Mrs. Pierre Charles Tou- 
reille, natives of France, and presently 
of Johnstown, N. Y.; and Miss Eliza- 
beth Ann Boyer, native of Korea and 
now a staff nurse in the Medical Col- 
lege of Virginia Hospital, Richmond. 

The Toureilles will go as short-time 
(three years) educational missionaries 
to the Belgian Congo, to teach French 
in the mission schools and do evange- 
listic work. Miss Boyer also will go 
for a three-year term, as a rurse in 
Korea. Dr. Toureille, now pastor of 
the Czechoslovak Presbyterian Church 
of Johnstown, has been French In- 
formant at the Institute of Outgoing 
Missionaries, Montreat, N. C., for the 
past five summers. 

Four “general guiding principles” 
were set forth by the Board concern- 
ing the work of the Presbyterian, 


U. S., missions in Formosa. The state- 
ments were adopted after thorough 
discussion of the problems which face 
the mission. They were given to Dr. 
C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary, 
and Dr. Hugh Bradley, field secre- 
tary, who were about to leave for a 
series of conferences in Formosa. 
As reported to: the Board some 
months ago, the Taiwanese Presbyte- 
rian Church, largely the fruit of 
Canadian and English Presbyterian 
Churches’ efforts, has asked that the 
parent missionary boards place their 
missionaries under the authority of the 
national Church, with the General 
Assembly of Formosa calling, assign- 
ing, and supervising the work of each 
missionary. Missionaries of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., have been ac- 
tive on the island only since 1949, 
when they were driven from the Chi- 
nese mainland and were invited by 
the Canadian missionaries to assist in 
North Formosa. Since that time, the 
Formosa staff for the U. Church 
has grown until it is almost as large 
as the Canadian staff. The influx of 
millions of Mandarin-speaking people 
from China has (See page 46) 





SLEEVES ROLLED UP for action, staff of Division of Higher Education, of the Board of 
Christian Education, gets set for big emphasis on Christian higher education for 1956. 
Shown here in their Richmond office are: Miss Katherine See, Miss Elizabeth McWhorter, 
Dr. Hunter B. Blakely (Secretary of the Division), Mr. Stewart Bell, Jr., Mr. Olin E. 
Henkel (from staff of University of Texas) and Rev. Malcolm C. Mclver. Missing from 
photo: Mr. Dallas Smith. 














Four historic churches 
hold homecoming services 


RAEFORD, N. C.—Bethel Presbyterian 
Church, whose year of birth coincides 
with that of the nation, held a special 
Homecoming service in August and 
dedicated an historic highway marker 
on U.S. 15-A. 

Tommy Wright, seven-year-old 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Julian Wright, 
unveiled the marker, obtained through 
efforts of the Hoke County Chapter 
of the United Daughters of the Con- 
federacy. 

Rev. L. A. McLaurin, 
Bethel Church from 1901 to 1906, 
preached the sermon. Now retired 
and residing with his daughter in 
Kings Mountain, N. C., Mr. McLaurin 
was pastor at Bethel when that church 
organized the Raeford Presbyterian 
Church. 

Ceremonies on August 13 also 
marked the 1ooth anniversary of the 
present church building—third to be 
erected since Bethel’s congregation 
was organized. 

Other former pastors present for 
the ceremonies included Rev. Eugene 
Alexander and Rev. W. B. Gaston. 

W. S. Tarlton, chief researcher of 
the North Carolina Department of 
Archives and History, related the in- 
cident of William Tecumseh Sher- 
man’s visit to the church when the 
commander of the Union Forces 
marched through North Carolina in 
1865. On a blank page in Bethel’s 
Church’s pulpit Bible, Sherman wrote 
the following instructions to the Rev. 
Hector McNeill, pastor there at that 
time: 


pastor of 


“Mr. McNeill will please preach a 
sermon on the illusions of pleas- 


ure and hope. 

Mr. McNeill will please prove the 
absurdity of the Universalist 
doctrine. 


Mr. McNeill will preach a sermon 
from the first Epistle of John, 
4th chapter, 4th verse. 

Mr. McNeill will please pray for 
Old Abe. 

By order of W. T. Sherman, 
Maj. Gen. Com’d. U. S. Forces 
March 9, 1865.” 


The page with these requests is now 
preserved in the Presbyterian Histori- 
cal Foundation at Montreat. 
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ROCK HILL, s. c.—September 4 
marked Homecoming activities and 
the dedication of a new sanctuary and 
three-story educational building at 
Ebenezer Presbyterian Church near 
here. The services were the climax 
to a $185,000 building program of this 
170-year-old church. 

Dr. John C. Bailey, Summerton, 
S. C., pastor emeritus, ‘who served the 
church for 29 years, delivered the 
dedication sermon. The prayer was 
given by Dr. J. T. Dendy, Rock Hill, 
who was pastor at Ebenezer from 
1908 to 1915. 

Following dinner on the grounds 
and a business meeting of the Ebe- 
nezer Memorial Association, there was 
an afternoon worship service at which 
Dr. Richard T. Gillespie, professor at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga., brought the principal ad- 
dress. 


ABERDEEN, N. C.— [he annual Home- 
coming at 165-year-old Bethesda 
Church one mile from here was ob- 
served September 25. Rev Walker B. 
Healey, pastor of First Church, Fay- 
etteville, N. C., delivered the morning 


sermon and U. S. Senator Sam J. 
Ervin, Presbyterian elder from Mor- 
ganton, N. C., spoke in the afternoon. 

Each year hundreds return to Old 
Bethesda Church at Homecoming 
Day. The church was organized in 
1790 and still has a gallery where 
slaves worshiped before the Civil War. 
The church itself is not used now ex- 
cept for special occasions. 


FOREST PARK, GA.—Philadelphia Pres- 
byterian Church outside of Forest 
Park, Ga., near Atlanta, held Home- 
coming Day September 18, with Rev. 
Douglas Hix of Durham, N. C., prin- 
ciple speaker at special services. The 
church celebrated its 130th anniver- 
sary this year. 

Since its establishment in 1825, 
Philadelphia Church has been instru- 
mental in beginning at least four other 
Presbyterian churches nearby. 
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Photo Contest Winners 
Announced by Survey 


pee WOMEN from the Synods of North Carolina, Florida and Ten- 


nessee and a man from the Synod of Kentucky have been awarded 


prizes in PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY’s second photo contest. Photos entered 
qualified for cash prizes in two of the three categories listed. Winning 
photos appear across the page. 

First prize in the Artistic Photo category goes to Mrs. George Aber- 
nethy of Davidson, N. C. Mrs. Abernethy’s striking photo of the steeple 
of Davidson C ollege Presbyterian. Church was taken through a latticework 
in the Church’s chapel. For her imaginative photowork she received the 
$15 first prize. 

Second prize in this category went to D. T. Davis of Lexington, Ky., 
for his “atmospheric” photo of Pisgah Presbyterian Church and Ceme- 
tery, Woodford County, Ky. Organized in 1784, this historic church has 
recently dedicated a new Sunday school building which was recreated 
from an early home on the Kentucky River. Mr. Davis received a check 
for $10. 

A photo of a Youth Fellowship attendance award ceremony submitted 
by Miss Gertrude Naugle won first prize in the Church or Church-Related 
Event category. Miss Naugle from Maitland, Florida, took the picture in 
the Maitland Presbyterian Church last year as the young people were 
receiving a prize painting of “Christ Knocking at the Door.” 

Second prize in this category went to Miss Gladys Peterson of Coving- 
ton, Tenn. Her picture of a Bible School worship service shows the open 
Bible on the table, lighted candles and flowers. Each child is holding a 
candle while the teacher tells a story centered around “Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” In this indoor shot Miss Peterson has 
caught very well the half-innocent, half-capricious expressions of the 
children which can be observed at any Sunday school on Rally Day. 
Photo was made in historic Mt. Carmel Church, established in 1834. 
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Photos by: 


Upper left—Mrs. Abernethy 
Upper right—Mr. Davis 
Center—Miss Naugle 


Lower—Miss Peterson 
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(From page 43) given the U. S. staff 
an Opportunity to continue their work 
among the Chinese mainlanders as 
well as among the Taiwanese. 

The Presbyterian Church, U. S., has 
generally followed the policy of keep- 
ing its missions autonomous, but co- 
operating exceedingly closely with the 
national Presbyterian Churches. Un- 
der this plan, the missions strive to 
build congregations which become 
part of the national Church, and to 
create as rapidly as possible a self- 
supporting, self-propagating national 
Church. As defined in understand- 
ings now existing with the Brazilian 
and Mexican National Presbyterian 
Churches, the plan is to turn over all 
or any institutions, fields and churches 
as rapidly as the national Church can 
support and continue the work. 

The “Tentative Statement of Prin- 
ciples Regarding Our Work in For- 
mosa” reads: 

We affirm our intent to work 
with and to support the one Taiwanese 
Church, and we do not approve of 
any effort looking toward a separate 
Southern Presbyterian or Mandarin- 
speaking Church. 

We affirm our fellowship with 
other Presbyterian Missions working 
in Formosa. We respect their de- 
cisions and motives, and we would 
deplore any act or attitude that under- 
mines the relationship between those 
Missions and the Taiwanese Church, 
or the relationship between those Mis- 
sions and our own Mission. We ear- 
nestly desire the continuance of the 
relationship we have with the Ca- 
nadian Presbyterian Mission in the 
North Formosa Presbyterian Council, 
and further discussion with that Mis- 
sion and its Board about problems in 
Formosa. 

“3. We affirm our faith that the 
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Taiwanese Church is a true part of 
the Church of Jesus Christ and that 
the Holy Spirit works through that 
Church. We are ready to consider the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit that 
comes through that Church along 
with the guidance that comes through 
our own, 

“4. We affirm that we are ready to 
consider whatever adjustments are de- 
manded by the changing situation, and 
to consider sympathetically any spe- 
cific procedures adopted by the Tai- 
wanese Church. We cite a copy of 
the Campinas (Brazil) Statement of 
Church-Mission Relationships that this 
Board has adopted in the recent past, 
as one that we believe is sound.” 
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FIRST AR.PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


A. MARSHALL WILSON. MINISTER 


THE LORDS DAY" 
| SABBATH SCHDOL 


9:45 


MORNING WORSHIP 1:0 


“We Cannot Deir Beyonp 


INTERMEDIAES §§.00 Pg 
PRAYER WEETING ¥ED. 7:31 


June 19 TH 
___ YOU ARE HELCONED, 
aa ateneeeteee — 





A gift of $2,500 was voted by the 
Board for the Makassar Theological 
Seminary in the city of Makassar, 
Celebes. This was the first such gift, 
through tne Department of Overseas 
Relief and Inter-Church Aid, and 
came as the result of an appeal 
through the Southeast Asia Commit- 
tee of the Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions, National Council of Churches. 

The Seminary, only Protestant 
Christian seminary in Eastern Indo- 
nesia, is training pastoral leadership 
for a Protestant Christian membership 
that exceeds one and one half millions. 
It graduated its first class of 31 min- 
isters IN 1951. 

During the three-day session of the 
Board, Dr. Philip Landes, Presby te- 
rian Church, U.S.A., missionary to 
Brazil, and Dr. Hervey Ross, Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., missionary to 
Mexico, addressed the Board. 

Dr. C. Darby Fulton was named 
representative on the newly organized 
Committee on Presbyterian Co-opera- 
tion in Latin America, and Mrs. H. C. 
Bleckschmidt, Board member from St. 
Louis, and Dr. Marion A. Boggs, 
member from Little Rock, were asked 
to co-operate with the Commission 
on Missionary Education of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches in plan- 
ning the Southwest Mission Confer- 
ence, now held annually at Mt. Se- 
quoia, Arkansas. 


epainy 


EVENING WORSHIP @ PH 


“WATCHIN HITE Cam 
PRAY SEWER WOE -7 09 


CHARLOTTE, N. C.—Congregations of two Presbyterian denominations are 
worshiping in the same building here. Members of Tenth Avenue Church (Pres- 
byterian U. S.) have been meeting in the First Associated Reformed Presbyter- 
ian Church since their building burned last January. As signs show, congrega- 
tions vary hours of services so both can use the same facilities. 
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Africa 


CONGO MISSION 


Bibanga Station, 1917 


(Address: A. P. C. Mission, Bibanga, 
Via Mwena Ditu, Congo Belge, Africa) 


Allen, Miss Virginia 

*Beckner, Dr. and Mrs. W. W.., Jr. 
Carper, Rev. and Mrs. Day 
Cousar, Dr. and Mrs. Geo. R. 
Long, Rev. and Mrs. Paul B. 
McCutchen, Rev. and Mrs. L. A. 
Sawyer, Miss Blanche A. (R.N.) 
Scott, Miss Lee Anna 

“*Stixrud, Mr. and Mrs. T. W. 
Templeton, Miss Elizabeth 
Vandergrift, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 


Bulape Station, 1915 
(Address: A. P. C. M. Bulape, 
MWEKA, Congo Belge, Africa) 
Bobb, Rev. and Mrs. Donald F. 
Cameron, Rev. and Mrs. Howard D. 
DeLand, Mr. and Mrs. L. G. 
Dunn, Dr. and Mrs. William R. 
Goodrum, Mr. and Mrs. Garland 
Lewis, Miss Florence 
Mulcay, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. T. 
*Poole, Dr. and Mrs. Mark K. 
Reynolds, Miss Lena (R.N.) 
*Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. 
Worth, Miss Ruth 


Kakinda, 1948 
(Address: A. C. P. M., Kakinda, 
LUPUTA, Congo Belge, Africa) 
*Allen, Rev. and Mrs. J. W. 
Boehler, Miss Emily 
Cleveland, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. 
McKee, Rev. and Mrs. Charles T. 
McMurray, Rev. and Mrs. Louis A. 
Miller, Rev. and Mrs. A. Hoyt 
Miller, Miss Elizabeth (R.N.) 
Worth, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. C. 


Kasha Station, 1935 


(Address: A. P. C. M., Kasha, LUPUTA, 
Congo Belge, Africa) 
Bolton, Mr. and Mrs. Eric 8. 
King, Rev. and Mrs. Earl S., Sr. 
McElroy, Rev. and Mrs. W. F., Sr. 
McRee, Miss Shirley Ann 
*Reily, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. R. 


Leopoldville 
Coffin, Rev. and Mrs. John M. 
Morrison, Rev. and Mrs. John 
(Address: B. P. 67, Leopoldville, Congo 
Belge, Africa) 


Lubondai Station, 1924 
(Address: A. P. C. M., Lubondai, 
TSHIMBULU, Congo Belge, Africa) 
*Cleveland, Rev. and Mrs. R. F. 
tCombs, Mrs. John 

Delforge, Miss Lucienne 
tDuggan, Miss Adena 
*English, Dr. Hugh G. K. 
*Hampton, Miss Julia S. (R.N.) 
tHertwig, Mrs. Maria P. 
Jung, Dr. and Mrs. J. B. 
*tKelley, Mr. Ben, Jr. 
*Liston, Miss Margaret L. (R.N.) 
,Longenecker, Miss Alice (R.N.) 
Marks, Dr. and Mrs. Sandy C. 
McDonald, Miss Nolie 
McLean, Rey. and Mrs. David A. 
Metzel, Rev. and Mrs. William S. 
Miller, Dr. and Mrs. John Knox 
tMorton, Miss Nancy D. 
Pruitt, Rev. and Mrs. William F. 
Rule, Dr. and Mrs. William, III 
Saunders, Mr. and Mrs. Manford H. 
tShefelton, Miss Elizabeth Ann 
Shepard, Mr. and Mrs. Walter D. 


Luebo Station, 1891 
(Address: A. P. C., M., LUEBO, 

Congo Belge, Africa) 
McMurry, Miss Margaret (R.N.) 
Miller, Rev. and Mrs. David V. 


q December, 1955 





Moore, Miss Doris 

*Morrison, Rev. and Mrs. T. K. 
Nelson, Dr. and Mrs. Henry 8S. 
*Punt, Rev. and Mrs. Harry M. 
Robertson, Mr. and Mrs. Rob Roy 
*Shive, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Smithwick, Dr. Gladys 

Sthreshley, Rev. and Mrs. Charles A. 
Vass, Mr. and Mrs. John S. 

Vass, Rev. and Mrs. Lachlan C., Jr. 
*White, Dr. and Mrs. Carleton 
W.lds, Rev. and Mrs. S. H. 


Luluabourg, 1946 


Congo Belge, Africa) 
Anderson, Rev. and Mrs. V. A. 
Crane, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. H. 
Crawford, Miss Mary B. 
Halverstadt, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. 
Murray, Rev. and Mrs. Glenn W. 

tRice, Miss Madge 


Mboi Station, 1937 


(Address: A. P. C. Mission, Mboi 
(Depeche Speciale), via LULUA 
BOURG, Congo Belge, Africa) 
Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. J., Jr. 

Fulson, Miss Nan (R.N.) 
*Hobson, Rev. and Mrs. J. K. 

King Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. Jr. 
Watt, Mr. and Mrs. John Franklin 


Mema Station, 1942 


ponde Gare] Congo Belge, Africa) 
*King Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. 
McKee, Mr. George T., Jr. 
McMurray, Miss Charlotte B. 
McElroy, Miss Lucile (R.N.) 
McElroy, Rev. and Mrs. W. F., Jr. 
Reinhold, Rev. and Mrs. Robt. 
Spooner, Rev. and Mrs. Joseph H. 


Mutote Station, 1912 
C. M., Mutoto, 


Dunlap, Miss Elizabeth H. 

Moore, Mr. and Mrs. Ira M. 

Moore, Miss Margaret W. (R.N.) 
Muris, Miss Jacqueline 
Savels-Burke, Mrs. Martha 

Smith, Dr. and Mrs. J. Tinsley, Jr. 
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. Plumer 
Stixrud, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. 
Stockwell, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. F. 
Stuart, Rev. and Mrs. George R., Jr. 
Washburn, Rev. and Mrs. William C. 


Study in Brussels 

(Address: c/o Bureau des Missions Pro- 
testantes du Congo Belge, 5 Rue du 
Champs-de-Mars, Brussels, Belgium) 
Dickerson, Dr. and Mrs. Melford S. 
Fleming, Miss Claudia 

Pritchard, Mr. and Mrs. John C. 

Ross, Rev. and Mrs. Charles, Jr. 

Wallace, Rev. and Mrs. Campbell D. 


—o— 


Brazil 


CAMPINAS 


Shaver, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. 
(Address: Caixa Postal 567, Campinas, 
Este de Saéo Paulo, Brazil) 
*Daughtery, Rev. and Mrs. Milton L. 

( Address: Caixa Postal 376, Campinas, 
Este de Sao Paulo, Brazil) 
Baker, Rev. and Mrs. Frank F. 
(Address: Caixa Postal 133, Campinas, 
Este de Sao Paulo, Brazil) 





| 

} Study 

| Cousar, Rev. Robt. W., Jr. 

| Dinkins, Rev. and Mrs. Frederic R. 

| Dowling, Rev. and Mrs. Wilson T. 
Gilmore, Rev. Ernest E. 


(Address: A. P. C. M., LULUABOURG, 


(Address: Moma, LUISA, [Par Kam- 


(Address: A. P. 
LULUABOURG, Congo Belge, Africa) 


Goodson, Rev. Curtis C. 

Grimes, Rev. and Mrs. John W. 

Hornick, Rev. and Mrs. John R. 
Este de Sio Paulo, Brazil) 


Rio de Janeiro 
Gammon, Miss Billy H. 


Brazil, Secretaria Geral Da Mocidade, 


Janeiro, D. F., Brazil) 


EAST BRAZIL MISSION 


Alfenas Station, 1946 
Davis, Rev. and Mrs. A. L. 
Guthrie, Rev. and Mrs. J. M. 
(Address: Alfenas, * ce Gerais, 
razi 


Bambui Station 
Boyle, Rev. and Mrs. John 
Tinley, Miss Mary Elizabeth 
(Address: Caixa Postal 61, Bambui, E. 
de Minas, Brazil) 
: Cambuquira Station, 1942 
Marchant, Miss Genevieve 
(Address: Cambuquira, Sul de Minas, 
Brazil) 


Campo Belo Station, 1920 
Cockrell, Miss Susan 
(Address: Campo Belo, E. de Minas, 
Brazil) 


Dourados Station, 1930 
Gonzales, Miss Elisa 
Sydenstricker, Rev. and Mrs. J. M. 
Wood, Miss Margaret P. (R.N.) 
(Address: Dourados, Mato Grosso, 
Brazil) 


Lavras Station, 1893 

Calhoun, Rev. and Mrs. L. G. 
Carnahan, Miss Margaret 

Coit, Mr. A. B., Jr. 
*Hopkins, Mr. and Mrs. David J. 
Romer, Miss Mildred 
*Stout, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Wheelock, Mr. and Mrs. John H. 
(Address: Caixa 17, Lavras, E. de 

Minas, Brazil) 


Varginha Station, 1921 
Foster, Miss Edith 
(Address: Varginha, E. de Minas, Brazil) 


NORTH BRAZIL MISSION 


Fortaleza 
Crow, Rev. and Mrs. Jon K. 
*Moseley, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. B. 
Prentice, Rev. and Mrs. Thomas K. 
(Address: Caixa Postal 629, Fortaleza 
Ceara, Brazil) 


Garanhuns Station, 1895 
Ansley, Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. 
Arehart, Rev. and Mrs. E. R. 
Neville, Rev. and Mrs. William G. 
Taylor, Miss Charlotte 
(Address: Caixa 66, Garanhuns, E. de 

Pernambuco, Brazil) 
Boyd, Miss Nancy 
Ellison, Mr. and Mrs. William Lee 
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. J. Hoge 
*Spach, Mr. and Mrs. Jule C. 
*Taylor, Miss Mary Garland 
(Address: Colegio 15 de Novembro, 
Garanhuns, E. de Pernambuco, Brazil 


Sao Luiz 


| *Foley, Rev. and Mrs. Thomas W. 
(Address: Caixa Postal 213, Sio Luiz, 
Maranhio, Brazil) 





Recife Station (Pernambuco, 1873 
Mason, Miss Gertrude S. 

Pipkin, Miss Ann 

Smith, Miss Willodene 

(Address: Ginasio Evangelico, Agnes 
Erskine, Caixa 1622, Recife, E. de 


| 
} Pernambuco, Brazil) 


(Address: Caixa Postal 15, Campinas, 


(Address: Igeja Crista Presbiteriana Do 
Rau Alzira Brandao, 35—Tijuca, Rio de 





Brandt, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. L. 
Henderlite, Rev. and Mrs. L. M. 
Shane, Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. 
(Address: Caixa 435, Recife, E. de 
Pernambuco, Brazil) 
Williams, Rev. and Mrs. D. E. 
(Address: Caixa 423, Recife, E. de 
Pernambuco, Brazil) 


WEST BRAZIL MISSION 


Anapolis 
Williamson, Rev. and Mrs. D. Lee 
( Address: Caixa Postal 222, Anapolis, 
Est. de Goiaz, Brazil) 


Carmo do Paranaiba, 1930 
*Butler, Rev. and Mrs. Charles R., Jr. 
(Address: Carmo do _ Paranaiba, 
Minas, Brazil) 


Ceres 
Camenisch, Rev. and Mrs. Robert H. 
Taylor, Rev. and Mrs. T. Reichardt 
(Address: Caixa Postal 111, Ceres, 
C. A. N. G., Est. de Goias, Brazil) 


Goiania 
(Address: Caixa Postal, 271, Goiana 
oias, Brazil) 
Charles, Rev. and Mrs. Douglas E. 


Ituiutaba 
Taylor, Rev. and Mrs. L. Sherwood 
(Address: Caixa Postal 113, Ituiutaba, 
Minas Gerais, Brazil) 


Monte Carmelo Station, 1950 
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. Paul Blake | 
(Address: Monte Carmelo, Minas Gerias, 
Brazil) 


Patrocinio Station, 1925 
Gourley, Mr. and Mrs. Everett E., Jr. 
Hesser, Miss Frances E. 

Hodges, Miss Vivian 

Hurst, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. H. 

Little, Miss Martha 

(Address: Caixa 12, Patrocinio, E. de 
Minas, Brazil) 


Paracatu, 1942 
Coblentz, Rev. and Mrs. Paul J. 
*Sloop, Rev. and Mrs. Stephen J. 
(Address: Caixa 20, Paracatu, E. de 
Minas, Brazil) 


Uberlandia, 1932 
Viser, Rev. and Mrs. John G. 
Woody, Rev. and Mrs. Joseph R. . 
(Address: Caixa Postal 36, Uberlandia 
Minas, Brazil) 


Uruana, 1949 


*Gartrell, Rev. and Mrs. E. H., Jr. 
Woodson, Rev. and Mrs. J. R. 
(Address: Caixa Postal 8, Uruana, Est. 
_de Goias, Brazil) 


—-0 - 


China 


FORMOSA 


Chang Hua 
Dunlap, Miss Charlotte (R.N.) 
Wilkerson, Dr. and Mrs. Joseph L. 
(Address: Christian Hospital, Chang 
Hua, Taiwan 


Hwalien 

Currie, Rev. and Mrs. E. 8. 

Wilcox, Miss Marion 

(Address: 6 Minli Li, Hwalien, Taiwan) 


Miao Li 
Mizell, Miss Marguerite 
Stribling, Miss Frances 





(Address: 14 Kung Ching Li, Miao Li 


Taiwan) 
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Taichung 
Junkin, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. F., Jr. 
(Address: 2 Hsiang Shang Lu, Taichung, 
Taiwan) 
Taipei 
Armstrong, Mrs. O. V. 
Junkin, Miss Nettie D. 
(Address: 94 Section 2, 
| Shan Pei Lu Road, Taipei, 
Sells, Miss Margaret 


Taiwan) 


North Chung 


Friendship Corner, 4 Lane 96, Wenchow 


St., Taipei, Taiwan 
Hamilton, Rev. and Mrs. E. 
(Address: Section 2, Lane 20, 
North Chung Shan Road, 
Taiwan) 
Montgomery, Rev. and Mrs. 
(Address: 105 Section 2, 
Shan Road, Taipei, Taiwan) 


EH. 
House 12, 
Taipei, 


J.N. 


Tanshui 
Hudson, Rev. and Mrs. George A. 
(Address: 4 Hsin Sheng St., Tanshui, 
Taiwan) 
Yu-Li 


Fraser, Miss Gussie L. 


Wells, Miss Lillian 
(Address: 31 Ho-Ping Street, Yu-Li, 
Taiwan) 
canta 


DETAINED IN UNITED STATES 


*Farrior, Miss Ruth 

*Hopkins, Rev. and Mrs. Martin A. 
*Lancaster, Rev. and Mrs. Lewis H. 
*Ric hardson, Rev. and Mrs. R. P. 
*Talbot, Mrs. A. A. 


*Womeldorf, Rev. and Mrs. G. R. 


—o—- 


Ecuador 


(Address: Hacienda Picalqui, 
Tabacundo, Ecuador) 


—o— 


Japan 


JAPAN MISSION 


Gifu Station, 1917 
McAlpine, Rev. and Mrs. James A. 
6 Kokonoe-Cho, 1 Chome, Gifu, Japan 


Kobe Station, 1890 


Brady, Mr. and Mrs. John H., Jr. 
3 Kumochi Cho, 1 Chome, Fukiai Ku, 
Kobe Japan 
Bridgman, Mr. and Mrs. John F. 
1487 Shironomai, Mikage Cho, 
Higashi-Nada Ku, Kobe, Japan 
Brown, Dr. and Mrs. Frank A., Jr. 
21-1629 Tarumi, Suita, Osaka 
Fu, Japan 
Bem, Dr. and Mrs. Ovid B. 
‘ain, Rev. and Mrs. Benson 
S Kumochi Cho, 1 Chome, Fukiai Ku, 
Kobe, Japan 
Dick, Miss Cornelia A. 
112 Daemme Dori, 4 Chome, 
Ku, Kobe, Japan 
Fultz, Miss M: ury Catherine 
1 Yamada Cho, 3 Chome, 
Kobe, Japan 
Godert, Miss Agnes 
1 ——— Cho, 3 Chome, 
Kobe, Japan 
Lamb, Miss June 
112 Yamamoto Dori, 4 Chome, 
Ikuta Ku, Japan 
Melilwaine, Rev. 


Ikuta 
Nada Ku, 
Nada Ku, 
and Mrs. Wm. A. 


*On furlough. 

ee ef assignment. 
{Teacher of missionary children. 
tAssociate and short term worker. 


North Chung | 














3 Kumochi Cho, at 
Kobe, Japan 
McLauchlin, Rev 
112 Yamamoto Dori, 
Ku, Kobe, Japan 
McNeill, Miss Elizabeth 
1 Yamada Cho, 3 Chome, 
Kobe, Japan 
Mitchell Rev 
3 Kumochi Cho, 
Kobe, Japan 
Moore, Rev. and Mrs. Lardner C. 
1478 Shironomai, Mikage Cho, 
Higashi-Nada Ku, Kobe, om 
Swensen, Miss Nellie S. (R.N 
112 Yamamoto Dori, 4 Pics. Ikuta 
Ku, Kobe, Japan 


1 Chome, Fukiai Ku 


and Mrs. 
4 Chome, 


W. C. 
Ikuta | 


Nada Ku, 


Irvine G. 


1 Chome, Fukiai Ku, 


Kochi Station, 1885 


Buckland, Miss Ruth 
Currell, Miss Susan McD. 
Heizer, Miss Jo Anne 
Stewart, Miss Betty J. 
*ttThompson, Miss Katheryne L. 
( Address: 116 Shigatsuda, onan Cho, 
Kochi, Japan) 
Borchert, Rev. and Mrs. Harold 
385 Fukui Cho, Kochi, Japan 
Peterson, Rev. and Mrs. Lyle W. 
87 Takajo Machi, Kochi, Japan 


Marugame Station, 1920 


Connell, Miss Juanita 
Haraughty, Miss Mary I 
439 Nakabu, Marugame Shi, 
Ken, Japan 
*Barksdale, Rev. and Mrs. John O. 
167 Josei Cho, Marugame Shi, Kagawa 
Ken, Japan 


Kagawa 


Nagoya Station, 1887 


Archibald, Miss Margaret 

Blake, Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Kinjo College, Orori, Moriyama Shi, 
Aichi Ken, Nagoya, Japan 
Baldwin, Rev. and Mrs. Walter P., Jr. 
1 of 31 Maruya Cho, 4 Chome, Showa 
Ku, Nagoya, Japan 
Buchanan, Miss Elizabeth O. 
116 Yagoto Cho, 2 Chome, 
Shi, Aichi Ken, Japan 
McCall, Rev. and Mrs. Donnell 
1 of 31 Maruya Cho, 4 Chome, 
Ku, Nagoya, Japan 

tRyburn, Miss Jean K 


Kasugai 


Showa 


rea College, Orori, Moriyama Shi, 
ichi Ken, Nagoya, Japan 
Smythe Mrs. L. C. 3 


Chikara Machi, 
Ku, Nagoya, Japan 


4 Chome, Higashi 
Takamatsu Station, 1898 


and Mrs. James T. 
Takamatsu, Kagawa 


Magruder, Rev. 
65 Saiwai Cho, 
Ken, Japan 


Tokushima Station, 1889 


Boyle, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. P. 

Lancaster, Rev. and Mrs. Lewis H.., Jr. 
27-1 Chome Nakamaegawa Cho, Toku- 
shima Ken, Japan 


Toyohashi Station, 1890 
(Address: Asahi Machi, 


Japan) 
and Mrs. 


Toyohashi, 


Cogswell, Rev. James A. 


Zentsuji 
tMitchell, Mr. and Mrs. Guy S. 
Moore, Rev. and Mrs. L.W. 
Taylor, Rev. and Mrs. Arch B., Jr. 
Shikoku Christian College, Ikuno, 


Zentsuji, Kagawa Ken, Japan 


Korea 


ttTalmage, Rev. and Mrs. John E. 
17-2 Aotani Cho, 2 Chome, Nada Ku, 
Kobe, Japan 

Chunju Station, 1896 

(Address: Presbyterian Mission, Wha 

San Dong, Chulla Pukdo, Chunju, 

Korea) 
tBoyer, Miss Elizabeth Ann 

Crane, Dr. and Mrs. Paul S. 

Faucette, Miss Ann 

Fontaine, Miss Lena 

Greene, Miss Willie B. 

Hopper, Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. 

tKeller, Dr. Frank G. 

Linton, Rev. and Mrs. W. A. 

Moore, Rev. and Mrs. John V. 

Pettis, Rev. and Mrs. E. W. 

Pritchard, Miss Margaret (R.N.) 

Seel, Dr. and Mrs. David J. 

Smith, Rev. Robert L. 

Talmage, Miss Janet C. (R.N.) 

Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. 





Kwangju Station, 1904 


(Address: Presbyterian Mission, Yang 
Nim Dong, Chulla Namdo, Kwangju, 
Korea) 

Brown, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. Thompson 

Codington, Dr. and Mrs. Herbert 
*Cumming, Rev. and Mrs. Bruce A. 
Folta, Rev. and Mrs. John 
*tKraakenes, Miss Astrid (R.N.) 
Linton, Rev. and Mrs. Dwight 
Paisley, Mrs. James I. 
toot, Miss Florence 
Talmage, Rev. and *Mrs. J. V. N. 


Mokpo Station, 1899 

(Address: Presbyterian Mission, 86 Yang 
Dong, Chulla Namdo, Mokpo, Korea) 
Hoffman, Rev. and Mrs, Robert 
Hopper, Miss Margaret 
McMurphy, Miss Ada 
Robinson, Rev. and Mrs. R. K. 
Somerville, Rev. and Mrs. John N. 
Wayland, Miss Cora 


SEOUL 


(Address: Presbyterian Mission, 
Chongno Ku, Yun Chi Dong No. 
1-1, Seoul, Korea.) 

Barry, Miss Sara 

Crane, Rev. and Mrs. J. Curtis 

tDunson, Miss Miriam 

*Hopper, Rev. and Mrs. Joseph 

Huneycutt, Miss Melicent 

Mitchell, Mr. and Mrs. H. Petrie 


tRespess, Miss Ocie 


Soonchun Station, 1913 


(Address: Presbyterian Mission, Chulla 
Namdo, ee Korea) 
3oyer, Rev. and Mrs. E. T. 
Linton, Rev. and al Hugh 
Miller, Mi-s Louise B. 
Moles, Miss Claribel 





Scott, Rev. and Mrs. Jack Brown 
Taejon 

(Address: Sam Sung Dong, 387, Taejon 
Korea) 

Crim, Rev. and Mrs. Keith R. 
eo 


| 
. 
| Mexico 
MEXICO MISSION 
Chilapa Station 
| McClelland, Miss Alice J. 
(Address: 2 Norte No. 407, 


Chilapa, 
Gucrrero, Mexico) 





ADDRESSING MAIL 


For the benefit of all offices (and persons) 
sonnel in care of an APO (Army Post Office) address 
effective April Ist all mail received by the 


turned to the sender. 
the international mail address, 


) who have been writing our per- 
s, it should be noted that 
APO for our personnel will be re- 


Therefore, it is recommended that all mail be sent via 


POSTAL RATES 


Letters addressed to Africa, 
(8) cents for the fi 
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China, Japan, 
first ounce, and four (4) cents for each additional ounce or fraction 
of an ounce. Air mail letters can be sent to Africa, China, 


Korea, and Brazil require eight 


Japan and Korea at 








Mexico City (Coyoacan) 
Bassett, Rev. and Mrs. Clarence M 
(Address: Gomez Farias 5, Mexico 
City 21 [Coyoacan]}Mexico) 


Cuernavaca Station, 1938 


Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Edson, Jr. 
(Address: Morelos 3, Cuernavaca, 
Morelos, Mexico) 

Nickles, Miss Florence 
( Address: Nogal 25, Colonia Vergel, 
Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico) 


Morelia Station, 1919 


McBee, Miss Mary Kathryn (R.N.) 
Ross, Dr. and Mrs. J. Hervey 
Smith, Miss Iona (R.N.) 
Spencer, Rev. and Mrs. Homer A. 
(Address: Sanatorio ‘‘La Luz,’”’ Morelia, 
Michoacan, Mexico) 


Ometepec 
Boyce, Dr. and Mrs. James R. 
tRider, Mr. Gayle 
Calla Miguel Hidalgo 18, Ometepec, 
Guerrero, Mexico 
*Wood, Rev. and Mrs. John B. 
Calle Vincente Guerrero, Ometepec, 
Guerrero, Mexico 


San Luis Potosi 
Gray, Miss Katherine C. 
*Shelby, Miss Margaret V. 
(Address: Iturbide 47, Int. 11, San Lui 
Potosi, 8. L. P., Mexico) 


Taxco Station 
Be nag! Alarcon, No. 5, 
xco, Guerrero, Mexico) 
Pressly, he and Mrs. Henry Elliott 


Tixtla 
Yeaworth, Miss Ivy V. 
(Address: Independencia 1, 
Guerrero, Mexico) 


Tixtla, 


Teloloapan 
(Address:Colonia Pinzon 21, 
Guerrero, Mexic 0) 
McClendon, Rev. and Mrs. C. J. 
Pemberton, Miss Helen 


Teloloapan, 


Toluca 

*Beaty, Miss Lettie 

*Dixon, Miss Sara 

(Address: Pino Saurez 13 Altos, Toluca, 

Mexico, Mexico) 

Thomas, Rev. and Mrs. Harold L. 
Nigromante 18 Bis, Toluca, Estado 
de Mexico, Mexico 


Portugal 


Meza, Rev. and Mrs. Herbert 
(Address: Chalet Louise, Caravelos 
Portugal) 


the rate of twenty-five (25) cents per half ounce; however, air mail folders may 
be obtained at the post office for ten (10) cents. Air mail letters to Brazil are ten 


(10) cents per half ounce. 


Letters to Mexico are subject to the same postage rates and conditions which 
would apply to them if they were addressed for delivery in the United States 
Postal cards are four (4) cents each for single and eight (8) cents each for double 


cards to Africa, China, Japan, Korea, and Brazil; they are two (2) cents to Mexico. 
Commercial papers are three (3) cents for each two (2) ounces with a minimum 


charge of ten (10) cents. 


For registration fee, consult local post office. 


PARCEL POST 


For Africa and Mexico, address to station direct. 
For Brazil we do not advise the use of parcel post. 
Consult local postmaster for rates, weights, measurements, and requirements 
of declaration for custom duties, all of which appear in the latest Postal Guide. 
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Dr. Caldwell challenges Ky. 
to localize FWC program 


JACKSON, KY.—More than 100 men 
from Kentucky’s five presbyteries as- 
sembled on tiny Lee’s Junior College 
campus here in the heart of the Cum- 
berland Mountains for the first annual 
Synod Men’s Conference. Theme of 
the three-day meeting was “Forward, 
Men... with Christ.” 

Synod officers for 1956, elected at 
the council meeting held during the 
conference, are George Wilcoxon, 
Bowling Green, president; Frazier B. 
Adams, Jackson, dean of Lee’s Junior 
College, vice-president; and Ed Davis, 
Harrodsburg, re-elected secretary- 
treasurer. 

Retiring President Robert L. Wil- 
liams, Jeffersontown, announced the 
11th Annual Assembly Men’s Council 
is scheduled to meet in Louisville, 
January 13-15. 

Keynote of the conference was 
voiced by Dr. Frank H. Caldwell, 
president of Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary, when he warned that “our 
Church may be seduced by security.” 
Either we go forward or we die, he 
declared, ““There is no maintenance of 
the status quo.” 

Dr. Caldwell outlined the goals of 
the General Assembly’s FORWARD WITH 
CHRIST Movement as it effects the Ken- 
tucky Synod, but he warned, “Until 
the goals are adopted and adapted at 
the local church level, the program 
is not likely to succeed.” He urged 
men to go forward with Christ “as 
Saviour, Teacher, Lord, and Master.” 

The conference centered around 
four “know-how” group discussions. 
Subjects and their leaders: “Effective 
Programs for Men,” E. A. “Andy” 
Andrews Jr., Division of Men’s Work; 
Richmond, Va.; “Praying Men,” Dr. 
John R. Gosney, regional director, 
Synod of Kentucky; “Pastor’s Place 
in Men’s Work,” Rev. M. R. “Mike” 
Costanzo, chairman, Christian Educa- 
tion subcommittee on men’s work, 
Synod of Kentucky; and “Projects for 
Men,” Ed C. Hammond, vice-presi- 
dent, Assembly Men’s Council. 

Dr. Gosney, a former missionary in 


December, 1955 


Venezuela, and first field director to 
serve both the U. S. and U.S.A. 
Churches, declared in his address: 
“Work in the mission field must be 
done by the laymen as well as the 
clergy. All must witness for Jesus 
Christ.” He said that laymen can as- 
sume some of the financial support 
of the missionaries and can see to it 
that they are not forgotten. 

Many of the conferees visited a 
group of missions far out in the 
rugged, isolated rural areas. They are 
supported by local Presbytery’s and 
Synod’s Home Mission program. 





Consider Constitution 
For Everglades 


FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (PN)—About 
150 men from Everglades Presbytery 
came to Bethany Presbyterian Church 
at Fort Lauderdale for the Men’s Fall 
Rally. 

Two business items having priority 
on the program were consideration of 
a constitution and by-laws for the 
Men of the Church in the new Ever- 
glades Presbytery, and the discussion 
of Synod’s Men’s Conference. 


Two principal speakers were Dr. 


William H. McCorkle of Atlanta, sec- 
retary of the Division of Evangelism, 
Board of Church Extension, and 
Howard Umenhofer, a layman. 





” 


First Giilahema Men's Conference at Lake Texoma drew 85 men. Above: 


Marshall Huser, outgoing president, congratulates C. A. Tackett, presi- 

dent-elect for 1956. Looking on are Frederick Kate, vice-president-elect, 

and George Goolsby, secretary-treasurer-elect. @ Sunrise communion 
service was a high light of the conference. 
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ROBERT C. PAGE JR., member of Covenant Pres- 
byterian Church, Charlotte, N. C., has been appointed 
director of a new department of public relations of the 
North Carolina State Automobile Assn. Since 1946 he 
has been city editor of the Charlotte Observer. 


PAUL BORDA, general factory manager of the 
Memphis plant of Firestone Tire and Rubber Co., will 
head the manufacturing division of the 1956 Com- 
munity Chest in Memphis. He is a member of Second 
Church. DR. FRED W. HOOPER JR. of Idlewild 
Church is cochairman of the medical-dental division. 


PROF. JOHN BRIGHT of Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, spoke on the campus of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina in September. 


JOHN ZARETKI, publisher of the Tupelo, Miss., 
Daily Journal, addressed Men of the Church from 27 
Presbyterian churches in the Birmingham, Ala., area. 


DWIGHT MOODY, member of the Southminster 
Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma City, Okla., is the 
second person in the church to receive the God and 
Country Scouting Award. He recently received a 
scholarship to Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 


WALTER D. BELLINGRATH, president of the 
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. of Mobile, Ala., and founder 
of the famous Bellingrath Gardens, died in August at 
the age of 86. Annual net income of the gardens is di- 
vided between Southwestern at Memphis, Stillman Col- 
lege, Central Presbyterian Church in Mobile and two 
Methodist institutions. 


DR. PEYTON N. RHODES, president of South- 
western at Memphis, was honored upon his return from 
Israel with a testimonial dinner given by the Memphis 
Committee Mizrachi Bar-Ilan University. While in 
Israel, Dr. Rhodes spoke at the dedication of this first 
American-type university, to be located at Tel Aviv. 
He represented the Association of American Colleges. 

JULIAN EDWARDS is new organist and choir di- 


rector of Morningside Presbyterian Church, Atlanta. 
He formerly served the Baptist Church in Valdosta, Ga. 





CHARLES F. DAVIS JR., partner in a Birmingham, Ala., archi- 
tectural firm, recently returned from Korea where he assisted in 
planning new buildings for the Presbyterian Mission. A ruling 
elder at South Highland Church, Mr. Davis volunteered his services. 


Men in the News 





x *k * 


Director of music for First Church, New Orleans, is 
CARDON V. BURNHAM, director of choral groups 
and the Opera Worship at Tulane University. 

The entire city of Memphis mourned the loss of 
MAYOR FRANK TOBEY, an elder in Idlewild 
Church who died in September following a heart at- 
tack. 





DR. LEROY P. BURNEY, widely known director of officer training 
for the Men’s Division, Board of Christian Education, died October 
8 in a Statesville, N. C., hospital. Before coming to the Board, Dr. 
Burney was regional director of Christian Education in Georgia 
and South Carolina and co-ordinated the Presbyterian Program 
of Progress. 


DUBOSE McLANE, formerly director of the Pro- 
duction Department for the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, is now in New York City associated with Stahley 
Thompson Associates, a firm producing books for cor- 
porations and small publishers. His address: 215 West 
23rd St., New York 11, N. Y. 


ALLEN CRAWFORD, son of Rev. Vernon A. 
Crawford, executive secretary of Augusta-Macon Pres- 
bytery, was killed while climbing the Matterhorn in 
the Swiss Alps. 


HOWARD B. ARBUCKLE JR., Charlotte, N. C., 
attorney, has been installed as president of the David- 
son College Alumni Association. A deacon in Myers 
Park Church, he is past president of the Men of Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery. KARL HUDSON of Raleigh and 
CHARLES MYERS, Greensboro were named vice 


presidents, 


DR. BERNARD H. BOYD, chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Religion at the University of North Carolina, 
spoke at Presbyterian College’s Diamond Jubilee Con- 
vocation in October. 


WALTER D. SHEPARD, on furlough from his mis- 
sion post in Lubondai, Belgian Congo, spoke twice at 
Napoleon Avenue Church in New Orleans recently. 


MINISTERS IN THE NEWS 


Pastor of the newly organized Alta Vista Church in 
Miami, Fla., is REV. DALE RATLIFF, a graduate of 
Centre College and Louisville Theological Seminary. 
He leaves the Federated Church of Pomeroy, O. 


REV. BEN L. COLLINS has accepted the pastorate 
of First Church, Woodruff, S. C., succeeding REV. E. 
BERT WILKINSON, who has resigned to take up 
other duties in Congaree Presbytery. Mr. Collins is a 
graduate of Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
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—SYNOD OF ALABAMA— 


(From page 37) 


EAST ALABAMA 


East Alabama Presbytery, with 59 churches, is largest 
presbytery in the synod in terms of land area but has 
less than 25 per cent of the population. Unlike the 
small, highly urban Presbytery of Birmingham, East 
Alabama is predominantly rural. More than two-thirds 
of the churches have less than 150 members and over 
one-third have less than 50. 

The fact that the churches are in widely scattered 
small towns has made grouping of pastorates quite a 
problem. Nevertheless, in the last ten years this pres- 
bytery has exceeded all others in growth! Ten new 
churches have been organized with a total membership 
of 1,166. 

Oldest church in East Alabama is Pea River at Clio, 
organized in 1823. Though it has sent many Christians 
out into the life of our Assembly it is still the largest 
distinctly rural church in the presbytery, with a mem- 
bership of 115. In the past seven years it has doubled its 
budget and increased its membership 30 per cent. 

Oldest urban church is First Church, Montgomery. 
Many governors worshiped here and for many years 
Sydney Lanier, the South’s greatest poet, was the 
organist, Today its membership is 1,200. Montgomery 
is also the site of the largest church—Trinity Presby- 
terian having 1,530 members. 





30 major denominations 
cooperate through the 





Broadcasting and 
Film Commission to 
bring you powertul, 
realistic motion pic- 
tures produced with 
professional skill and 


4 new releases 


[A] “WHAT PRICE FREEDOM?” 


Late in 1953 Friendship Church was organized near 
Hope Hull, and that same year Trinity Church in 
Dothan started with 73 members. These are the newest 
rural and urban churches, respectively. 


MOBILE 


Mobile Presbytery numbers 26 churches with 5,000 
members. During the past three years three new 
churches have been organized—Orange Beach, Trinity 
at Fairhope and Westminster in Mobile. Within one 
year from the holding of the first worship service both 
of the latter had been organized and had full-time pas- 
tors. In addition, the Atmore church, after being closed 
for eight years, was reactivated in 1953 and is making 
good progress. Gulf Shore is a new extension venture 
in a popular recreational area. More than 50 people are 
interested, land has been given and purchased to pro- 
vide a choice site for a church. 

Four new churches are needed immediately in 
Greater Mobile to serve the numbers of people coming 
to work in new industries. A Presbyterian Council of 
Greater Mobile has been organized to direct expansion 
of Presbyterian facilities. 

Three churches in Greater Mobile recently com- 
pleted building fund canvasses. Spring Hill pledged 
$101,000 for a new plant; Westminster pledged $32,000 
for an educational building with a temporary sanctuary 
to serve as the first unit of the plant; Community 
pledged $38,000 for an educational building. (Next page) 





e AWAKEN new. interest in your 
church program © ENCOURAGE 
material support and sharing of 
time and talents e TEACH valuable 
lessons in Christian living 



























[8] “THE SOUND OF A STONE” 
[¢] “THAT THEY MAY SEE” 
[>| “KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR SERIES” 


dramatic talent. 










Send for a complete cata- 
log of BFC Films and the 
name of your nearest film 
rental library. 


BFC Films are designed. 
for churches to meet 
specific church needs. 








BFC Films MAKE 
LASTING IMPRESSIONS 


rodaape oe 


BROADCASTING AND FILM COMMISSION Nationa! Council of the Churches of Christ in the U. $. A. 


Dept. PS 220 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 








December, 1955 
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Other churches in process of building include Cam- 
den, which has completed a new educational building 
costing $22,500; Broad Street, erecting a $45,000 educa- 
tional building; First Church, Bay Minette, which has 
started a completely new plant to cost $112,000; and 
Stockton, building a new $55,000 sanctuary. 


TUSCALOOSA 
Some of the earliest churches in Alabama are in this 
presbytery. Among them are V alley Creek outside 


Selma, New Hope at Knoxville, Tuscaloosa First, and 
Concord (now Stewart). According to some records, 


In 1887 Samuel N 


’. Lapsley and W. H. Sheppard were 
licensed by the presbytery. Two years later they went 
out as our Church’s first missionaries to Africa. 

Today the presbytery nunibers 50 churches with a 
total membership of 5,158. Largest church is Tuscaloosa 
First with over a thousand members. 


NORTH ALABAMA 


North Alabama Presbytery is composed of 36 
churches with a total membership of 6,366. Among its 
larger churches are Anniston First, Gadsden First, Flor- 
ence First and Huntsville First. END 


Valley Creek even predates the Huntsville Church. 











THE TWIN STRENGTHS OF EDUCATION 


Unless it develops in its students a positive allegiance to moral and 








spiritual good, as well as to high intellectual standards, a college is 
not doing its whole duty. Its work is fragmentary, and it contributes 


little of abiding value. 


If you are choosing a college for an able student, try to be sure that 


the one you select is characterized by academic vigor and Christian 





ideals. 

AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 
DECATUR, GA. 

A ffiliated with Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





Your gift, large or small, may 
Open the doorway to 
Living 
Learning 
Leading 
For a deserving student who needs your help. 
Write to 
STILLMAN COLLEGE 
A General Fund Agency of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 

P. O. Drawer 483 Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING SCHOOL 
Prepares for Christian service in religious education. Bible teaching, missions, and 
church music. Courses leading to master’s and bachelor’s degrees. 

Accredited by 
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, and 
American Association of Schools of Religious Education. 


CHARLES E. S. KRAEMER, President, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond 27, Va. 
QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte, North Carolina 








“Education has always yielded her best 
fruits when associated with religion.” 
—Woodrow Wilson 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
Joun R. CunNINGHAM, 
President 
Davidson, North Carolina 


MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Senior College Courses, Emphasis on Christian 
iving and Service 
Also Two-Year Business Course 
Beautiful Buildings and Grounds in 
Western North Carolina 
Cost low enough for any parents to give their 
daughter a Christian education 
For further information write: 
J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President 
Montreat, N. C. 


A fully accredited, four-year liberal arts 
college for women. For information write 
the Registrar. 

Edwin R. Walker, President 








FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


“For over half a century eens | 
women of superior qualities.” 


MarsHa.t Scotr Woopson 
President 


Red Springs, N. C. 
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MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Announcing four (4-yr.) competitive 
scholarships of $3000 ($750, re- 
newable annually). Applications 
due February 20, 1956. College En- 
trance Examination Board tests re- 
quired of all applicants. 

Fully accredited four-year liberal arts college 
for Women. A.B. degree. Broad curriculum, 
small classes. Fourteen majors including music, 
art, Bible, dramatic arts. Courses in nursery 
school education. 112th year. Write for catalog. 

MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Dept. S, Staunton, Va. 





... Whose alumni are serving God 
and man in pulpits throughout the 
world... 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President 
Clinton, South Carolina 





Educational Excellence. Moderate 
charges. Endowed. Christia:. em- 
phasis. A.A. and A.S. degrees. 
Graduates transfer to best colleges 
as juniors. Professor for each ten 
students. Personal attention. Scien- 
tific tests. Athletics. Two-year busi- 
ness course. Preparatory department with grades 
11 and 12. Member Southern Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools. Summer school. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Maxton, NortH CARoLina 








Coussdillas service available to help students find 
satisfying careers. Individually planned college 
curriculums to fit the student’s interests and 
capabilities. 


Write for Information The Registrar 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 
A college of liberal arts and sciences 
for men and women 


Memphis 12, Tenn. Founded 1848 


KING COLLEGE 
Presbyterian @ Co-educational @ Founded 1867 
A sound liberal education under vigorous 


Christian influences. Fully accredited. Four- 
year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 


FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS 


(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Remunera- 
tive Work, (4) Grant in Aid. 60-acre campus, 
dorms., athletics. Summer session. Board, room, 
& tuition $795. Catalog & illustrated booklet. 


R. T. L. Liston, Pres. Box S, Bristol, Tenn. 
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PLAN BOOK 


Coming 


Universal Bible Sunday 





Films free from American Bible So- 
ciety district offices in Atlanta, 
Dallas, Richmond: 

“At Work with the Word,” 16 mm. 
21 minutes, color. General survey 
of the Society’s program of trans- 
lating, publishing, and distributing 
the Scriptures in many places. 
“Thy Word Giveth Light,” 21 min- 
utes. The dramatic story of a 
blinded serviceman who found his 
way back to useful life through 
reading the Braille Bible. 

“The Whole Armor,” 20 minutes. 
Shows the Society distributing 
Scriptures to the U. S. Armed 
Forces without cost. 

“The Living Word in Japan,” 19 
minutes. Authentic pictures of over- 
seas work with part of the narrative 
by a native Japanese. 

Rental films from ABS: “Bible on 
the Table,” 28 minutes. Rental $8. 
Down-to-earth episode in the lives 
of two Christian families, only one 
of which practices daily family 
worship. Suitable for Juniors and 
above. 


Events 


“A Boy and His Bible,” 30 minutes, 
$9 rental, How a cynical newspaper 
editor’s heart is changed by a boy 
and his Bible. 


Presbyterian Scholarship 





Contest 


See November survey (back cover) 
for rules of contest. Deadline for 
entries is January 7, 1956. 


Assembly’s Youth Sunday 


Theme: “Our Citizenship Under 
Christ” 





Order now for use in January these 
films and filmstrips. Available from 
Department of Audio-Visual Aids, 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 


Sound filmstrips: “We Have This Fel- 
lowship” shows a Youth Fellowship 
at work and what it means to an in- 
dividual youth. “Big Enough to 
Tackle” is the compelling story of 
how two children stirred a com- 
munity to tackle problems through 
a Christian Youth Council. “The 


Accused.” Sale price $10 each; 
rental $2.50. “The Measure of a 
Man,” Jerry’s visit to the clinic of 
Drs. Insight, Farsight, and True- 
sight results in a transformation of 
attitudes toward others. Sale $15, 
rental $2.50. 

Films: “What Happened ‘to Jo Jo,” 
16 mm. 30 minutes, produced by 
Protestant Film Commission. Rental 
$8. “Again . . . Pioneers,” 16 mm. 
72 minutes, rental $12. “Hidden 
Heart” 16 mm. 30 minutes, rental 
$10. “In the Face of Jeopardy,” The 
present-day struggle between Com- 
munism and Christianity being 
waged in Southeast Asia. 30 min- 
utes, rental, color $12, black and 
white $8. “This Way Out,” 16 min- 
utes, rent from American Friends 
Service Committee, 20 South 12th 
St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Christian Relations Next 


Christian Relations has been placed 
on the Church Calendar for emphasis 
during the month of January. Mate- 
rials for study and for display pur- 
poses may be secured from the Di- 
vision of Christian Relations, 341-B 
Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta 
5, Ga. Sample materials have been 
sent to the pastors of churches. Watch 
the January issue of PRESBYTERIAN 
surVEY for articles dealing with the 
work of Christian Relations. 











Oyrper A Gill Subscription 
PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


for your Friends and Relatives 








An ideal gift for other members of your family, fellow-Presbyterians—or for your 
friends who have not yet found a church. All of them will appreciate receiving the 
official magazine of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. Twelve issues packed with 


articles and features of inspiration and information. Use the blank below today to 
order a gift subscription! 

















[] 1 year [_] 2 years [] 3 years 
[] | enclose $___—— [-] Please send gift card signed _ = 
PRICES 
a 56 —_—_- ee ee ae 
1 year —$2.00 sain ae Satie 
Address 
2 years—$3.50 City Zone State 





3 years—$5.00 
December, 1955 


Clip and mail today to: PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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) If you are not saving at Georgia's 

: Oldest Federal, where 34% is the 

! current rate, you may be losing 
money! 


You may open an account, add to your 
account or handle withdrawals by 
mail. Accounts insured to $10,000.00. 

















"INCREASE YOUR INCOME | 


Ministers, teachers and church workers are 
rendering Christian se rvice while enjoying new 
earnings opportunity. Fill out coupon below; get 


full particulars, no obligation. 


MAXIMUM RETIREMENT BENEFITS 


Mature men and women can obtain cash income 

now, retirement income later. Full or part time; 

in your own community or travel. Learn how 

you can qualify under the new Social Security 
.aw for maximum retirement benefits. 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY 
Dept. C-86 1018 S. Wabash, 
Send full information please 
“Opportunity Plus”. 


INC. 
Chicago 5, Ill. 
and free booklet 
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2748 S. 34h St. Milwaukee 46 Wiis 








VCP! 4 


54 





—THE NICKEL— 


(From page 24) The man took 
his hand and led him over to one of 
the places where the letters were lit 
up. Sure enough, Dinky read the word 
TELLER. Jiminy, did they have to 
tell something? All he wanted was 
five pennies for a nickel. 


A PRETTY, dark-eyed lady smiled 
over the counter at Dinky and 
took the nickel he handed to her. As 
she brought it close to her, she started 
to say something. But her attention 
seemed to catch on the nickel. Dinky 
saw her bring up a magnifying glass 
from under the counter. 

“Ts there anything wrong with my 
nickel?” he asked, wondering if he 
had been foolish in not spending it 
before he paid his debt. 

“No,” the lady answered. “This 
nickel is very special, though. It’s a 
rare coin, and it’s worth about five 
dollars to people who collect rare 
coins.” 

Dinky blinked as if his eyes couldn’t 
believe his ears. Her words seemed to 
roller-skate around in his mind before 
coming to a standstill. Then he re- 
alized what she said. 

“Oh, boy!” he shouted. He felt sort 
of Christmassy all over. 

She held out a crisp, new five-dollar 
bill. But as he started to take it, he 
remembered and drew his hand back. 
“May I have five pennies out of that, 
please?” 

The lady reached down behind her 
counter and brought out four dollar 
bills and some change. She counted it 
out into Dinky’s outstretched hand. 
Then, holding his good pocket open, 
he let four pennies slip carefully 
through his fingers to join the quarter 
already there. 

Racing across the marble floor, 
Dinky had to slide to stop himself. He 
turned around and came back to 
where the silver-haired man in uni- 
form and the pretty teller were watch- 
ing him. “Thank you very, very 


much,” he told them, raising the hand 
in which he clutched the four dollars 
and ninety-six cents. 

The sun was still shining out on the 
street. Dinky sneaked up behind the 
Santa and opened his hand over the 
kettle. The dollar bills had to be 
stuffed through the wire, and one of 
them fluttered to the sidewalk. He 
picked it up and pushed it in with the 
others. Spanking his dungarees pocket, 
Dinky cocked his head to hear the 
twenty-nine cents jingle. He skipped 
along on his way to the five-and-ten- 
cent store. END 


—CHUNJU ORPHANS— 


(From page 20) 


was taken to the orphanages for those 
too small to come to the party. 

As the trucks moved off loaded with 
singing children, we could thank God 
for the opportunity of bringing this 
Christmas joy to so many who have 
tasted such bitterness, and of telling 
them the story of Him who came to 
seek and to save that which was lost. 

Those at home can rejoice that they 
had a part in this joy through their 
contributions to the relief budget of 
the Department of Overseas Relief, 


which made this happy occasion pos- 
sible. 


“All glory be to God on high, 
And to the earth be peace: 
Good will henceforth from heaven to 
men, 
Begin and never cease!” 
—NAHUM TATE 


Mecklenburg Hears 
New Extension Secretary 


ALBEMARLE, N. C. (PN)—Dr. P. D. 
Miller, executive secretary of the 
Board of Church Extension, was 
principal speaker at the annual meet- 
ing of the Men of Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery. The meeting will be held at 
Wiscassett Memorial YMCA here. 
George O. Stovall, Albemarle, is presi- 
dent of the Men of the Presbytery. 
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Established 1891 
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St. Louis 11, Mo. 
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—WHEN CHRISTMAS?— 


(From page 23) thee hungry and 
feed thee, or thirsty and gave thee 
drink? And when did we see thee a 
stranger and welcome thee, or naked 
and clothe thee? And when did we 
see thee sick or in prison and visit 
thee?’ And the King will answer them, 
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these my brethren, 
you did it to me.’” (rsv Matthew 


25:34-40) 


—* however, that although 
you have known the joy of 
Christ, there are millions of people 
still walking in darkness having not 
the Light of life. When will Christ- 
mas come to these “other sheep” who 
belong to the fold of God? When 
will Christmas really come to all peo- 
ple everywhere? You will have to 
help in the answer to this question. 
You can help to bring Christmas to 
others by passing on to them the 
knowledge you have of Jesus Christ. 
You can be a herald of the Good 
News in your conversation with 
others, and in your contacts with 
groups within and without the 
Church. Too, by your support of the 
total program of the Church you are 
helping to bring the joy of Christ to 
countless others throughout the world. 
By being neighbor to those who need 
you the reality of Christ is shown, for 
we proclaim Him not only by word 
but also by the life we live. Then, you 
can pray the Lord of the harvest that 
He will send forth laborers into His 
harvest. These things anyone can do 
and will do in whose heart dwells the 
Spirit of Christ. Has Christmas come 
to You? 
“O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today.” 


—JOY TO WHOM?— 
(From page 9) 


In 1954 you, through the Board of | 


Annuities and Relief, went into 660 





homes, and this year the number will | 


be slightly higher. The Joy Gift was 
the backbone of these gifts of grati- 
tude. There will be more homes in 
1956 since more ministers will retire 
in the coming year. 

The Annuity Plan is only fifteen 
years old, and there is not much re- 
serve from which to make payments 


December, 1955 





even if the annuitant has been build- 
ing for the full fifteen years, With 
people living longer, due to medical 
progress, the plan must pay out for a 
longer period of years. This last fact 
can be a happy thing for our retired 
friends if we will increase our gifts. 

A frequent remark made today is, 
“Most people are getting along pretty 


well financially; do you know of any 
really needy cases?” Our aged pas- 
tors or their widows are in need. You 
won’t hear them talking about it, but 
they have faith that God will look 
after them; which means they have 
faith in us. We have a need, too. A 
very real one. We need to give. END 





Perfect Gift for This 
Moment in This World 


More than 3% million people already own this inspiring version 


his Christmas you can give those 
#3 you love a Bible they'll turn to 
twice as often because it’s written in the 
language we use today: the Revised Stand- 
ard Version Bible. 


Greatest Bible news 
in 344 years 


In the 344 years since the King James 
translation, new discoveries of ancient 
manuscripts have shed added light on the 
Scriptures, (Forexample, the Isaiah Scroll 
—dating from about the time of Christ— 
was recently found in a cave near the 
Dead Sea.) Because the RSV is based on 
such manuscripts—some more ancient 
than any previously known—it is, in a 
sense, our o/dest Bible . .. and also our 
most accurate, 


Easier to understand 


Also, hundreds of Biblical words have 
changed in meaning through thecenturies, 








(Did you know, for example, that cen- 
turies ago “‘by and by” meant immedi- 
ately? Thataman’s “conversation” meant 
his conduct?) The Revised Standard Ver- 
sion changes these centuries-old expres- 
sions into the easy-to-understand lan- 
guage of today. Yet it preserves all the 
timeless beauty of the Scriptures. 


A Bible for the family 

that already has a Bible 
Ask your book dealer for the magnificent 
Revised Standard Version. You'll solve 
your gift problems in minutes, You'll be 
long remembered for such a treasured 
present. And you can literally change the 
lives of those you love by bringing them 
closer to God. 

Illustrated editions from $3.25; fam- 
ily-size maroon buckram (shown 
above), $6.00. India paper edition (genu- 
ine leather binding) $9.00. 

At all bookstores 








FOR THOSE WHO WISH A FINE LEATHER BINDING... 
Ask to see this genuine leather RSV Bible at your bookstore or denomina- 
tional house. Feel the fine grain. Read the large, clear type. Note how all 
pages are beautifully gold-edged. Here is a treasured heirloom to be handed 
down from generation to generation. A truly magnificent Bible for $10. 
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ELSON & SONS 


19 East 47th Street, New York 17, N.Y. 
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GRACE-FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Weatherford, Texas 
Established: 1895 Membership: 198 


“Because the Grace-First Presbyterian 
Church is a federated church and actually 
two congregations (U. S. and U.S.A.), 
there has been a tendency to de-emphasize 
the total programs of the Churches as a 
whole. The result has been that as a people 
we have not been aware of the fact that we 
are a part of a great organization in the Rev. Roland Murray 
work of the Church. Pastor 

“The session of the church, composed of 
six U. S. and six U.S.A. elders, faced this problem last fall and felt 
that the best solution would be to get the official church maga- 
zines into the homes. All U. S. homes receive PRESBYTERIAN 
SURVEY and all U.S.A. homes receive Presbyterian Life. 

“It is perhaps too early to make an estimate of the value of this 
experiment but the session is optimistic and the Committee on 
Christian Education has planned to include this item in its budget 
for 1956.” 














—STILLMAN COLLEGE— 


(From page 42) the need for en- 
dowment to assure continued accredi- 
tation. And, on the basis of their find- 
ings, they have put a higher estimate 
upon Stillman than have many of us 
who own it,” Dr. Miller asserted. 

“Secondly,” the campaign leader 
went on, “this foundation has given 
the Presbyterian Church a remarkable 
vote of confidence. They know that 
we pledged above $2,000,000 in 1953 
(half for Stillman, and half for church 
extension work among Negroes) and 
they believe Presbyterians are going 
to pay those pledges in full. Other- 
wise, we may be sure that no part of 
this $100,000 would have been paid 
months in advance. By no means all 
the trustees of this foundation are 
Presbyterians; but they all know the 
record of our church in the past, and, 
they appear to believe that we will 
continue to do what we have pledged 
ourselves to do. 

“What, then, shall a great denomi- 
nation do in the face of such a vote of 
confidence? A few congregations have 
cancelled their pledges on the imag- 
ined basis that this campaign has some 
relation to the segregation controversy 
now going on. This foundation has 
taken the trouble to investigate how 
the money is being used, and they 
think otherwise. 

“Some congregations made pledges 
in good faith and have never paid a 
dollar on them. Fortunately, however, 
the vast majority of individuals and 
congregations are paying what they 
promised. Many churches will carry 
the last part of their pledge in the 
1956 budgets. These are the people 
who justify such confidence as has 
been placed in us as a denomination. 

“To which of the above groups 
does your congregation belong? It is 
time to face that question and finish 
this big missionary undertaking,” Dr. 
Miller concluded. 


Honors to Miss Hardin 


CHESTER, s. C.—Miss Cora Hardin, a 
member of Purity Presbyterian 
Church, has been named “Business 
Woman of the Week,” by Chester’s 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Club. The selection is part of the ob- 
servance of National Business and 
Professional Women’s Week. Miss 
Hardin has taught Sunday school for 
fifty years. 
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Now ready! 


TARBELL’S 


TEACHERS’ 
GUIDE 


1996 


Frank S$. Mead, Editor 


TARBELL'S 


Jeachers (nude 





For more than 50 years, this popular 
teaching aid has been used by thou- 
sands of teachers each year in the 
preparation and presentation of their 
lesson material. Filled with teacher- 
tested features, up-to-date in every 
way, Tarbell’s offers you everything 
you need to prepare and present the 
International Sunday School Lessons: 
the lesson Scripture, Scripture outline, 
exposition, explanations, background, 
recommended visual aids, a wealth 
of illustrations. 





$2.50 at your bookstore 


a Revell publication 




















HEARING BAD? 


If so, you will be 
happy to know how 
we have improved the 
hearing and relieved 
those miserable head 
noises, caused by ca- 
tarrh of the head, for 
thousands of people 
(many past 70) who 
have used our simple 
Elmo Palliative Home 
Treatment in the past 
16 years. This may be 
the answer to your 
prayer. NOTHING TO WEAR. Here are 
SOME of the symptoms that may likely 
be causing your catarrhal deafness and 
head noises: Head feels stopped up 
from mucus. Dropping of mucus in 
throat. Hawking and spitting. Mucus 
in nose or throat every day. Hearing 
worse with a cold. Hear — but don’t 
understand words. Hear better on clear 
days. Worse on rainy days. Head noises 
like crickets, bells, whistles, clicking, 
escaping steam or many other sounds. 
If your condition is caused by catarrh 
of the head, you, too, may likely enjoy 
such wonderful relief as many others 
have reported. WRITE TODAY FOR 
PROOF AND 30 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 

THE ELMO COMPANY 

9 DAVENPORT, IOWA 
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College News 


DECATUR, GA.—Enrollment at Agnes 
Scott College this year totals 550, with 
480 students living on campus and 70 
attending as day students. Of the 190 
new students, 176 are freshmen. 

Faculty and staff have been aug- 
mented by twelve new members, and 
there will be seven visiting instructors 
during the year. 

Dr. Howard Foster Lowry, presi- 
dent of the College of Wooster, de- 
livered the Honors Day address. He 
also conducted a conference on Chris- 
tianity and higher education at Colum- 
bia Seminary for faculty members at 
institutions of higher learning in the 
Decatur area, with the support of the 
Division of Higher Education of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


RALEIGH, N. C.—Trustees of the new 
consolidated Presbyterian College for 
North Carolina convened here Oc- 
tober 5 to discuss selection of a site, 
safeguarding the assets of the con- 
stitutent institutions, and plans for 
raising necessary funds. Of the 32 
members on the board, eight each 
were named by trustees of the three 
institutions to be consolidated (Peace, 
Flora Macdonald and Presbyterian 
Junior College). Eight others were 
named by the Synod of North Caro- 
lina. 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, vA.—Claude H. 
Pritchard Jr. began his duties in 
September as assistant to Dr. Joseph 
Clarke Robert, new president of 
Hampden-Sydney College. Mr. Pritch- 
ard came from the Planters Bank and 
Trust Co. at Farmville, Va., where he 
had been on the staff since 1953. He 
is the son of the secretary of the Di- 
vision of Home Missions, Board of 
Church Extension in Atlanta. 


CLINTON, Ss. C—The 75th anniver- 
sary of Presby terian College was cele- 
brated in October during the school’s 
homecoming program. The three-day 
event, on the theme “The Dawning 
Renaissance,” drew national leaders in 
several fields. 

Rev. Lewis Scott Hay of Charles- 
ton, S. C., has joined the faculty as as- 
sociate professor of Bible and Greek. 
He recently received his Master of 
Theology from Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary. Other new faculty are 


Arthur M. Lindsay of Greenville, re- 


cent graduate of Union Seminary, 
Richmond, and William B. Toole of 
Nashville. 
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AMERICAN SEATING 
Folding Chairs f- ) 







f 
outnumber all others [| 
in school and 
church use! 
Unequaled for 
durability, OVER 11 MILLION IN USE! 
safety, comfort, 
convenience! 
Choice of 4 seat styles—Formed Birch Plywood — 


Formed Steel—Imitation-Leather Upholstered — 
and new, luxurious Deep-Spring Upholstered Seat. 


ee MAIL COUPON TODAY ————-= 


| AMERICAN SEATINGCOMPANY, Dept. 167-F 


Grand Rapids 2, Michigan 
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—SOCIAL SECURITY— 


(From page 41) would not be en- 
gaged in real estate business. Your 
rent would be “retirement” income on 
your investment. 


MADAME 


CHIANG KAI-SHEK 


sends the West a message 
of strength through faith in 









| Ese R THE NEW LAw there is no 
limit after you reach age 72 upon 
the amount of your “earned income, 
and you can still receive your Social 
Security payments. Before age 72, 
however, you cannot earn more than 
$1200 during the year without for- 
feiting some benefit. Your wife’s So- 
cial Security payment, if based upon 
your own, would also be forfeited. 
Your earned income, whether from 
covered or uncovered employment 
cannot exceed $1200. 

A distinguishing characteristic of 


A CURE & 

0 VICTORY 
| From embattled For- 
mosa, from the pen of 
Free China’s “First Lady” 
comes this great inspirational book 
— a stirring cry for faith, prayer, 
and brotherhood. Writing of her 
own spiritual growth, the General- 
issimo’s conversion, and Formosa’s 
influential prayer groups, Madame 
Chiang points the way to “the 
sure victory” on which the future 
of civilization depends. $1.00 





BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING (20 pages) 
and 
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (20 pages) 
By Ben L. Rose, D.D. 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
| Wilmington, North Carolina 
| 10¢ per copy; $1 per dozen 
| 







or $35 per thousand postpaid 
Order from 
THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Box AS 


at your bookstore 





a Revell publication 
Weaverville, N. C. 








Once in a great while one finds a 
new book so basic that he ex- 
claims: “Why was this not done 
before?” 


BIBLE PRIMER 


by Ray Freeman Jenney 


Books interpreting, explaining, and telling how to read 
the Bible are legion, but really concise introductions are 
practically non-existent. 

What Dr. Jenney is able to do with the 66 books of the 
Bible in the compass of a single book fills this need ade- 
quately and most invitingly. 

No more than four pages are devoted to any book of the 
Bible, but each of the books is sketched in such a way as to 
highlight its central message, to indicate its source and 
authorship, and to narrate swiftly the story it contains. 


$2.50 


Pleai ase er 


____ Bible Primer @ $2.50 each 


order from 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 


Box 6127 Atlanta 5, Ga. 


Ee Le ee ee ee 


Ee ak ar sees ; 
Box 1020 Dallas 21, Texas Ne ula ae eee tate 2.2... 
Box 1176 Richmond 9, Va 
[|] cash [(] charge 
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“earned” income employment is that 
it has to be in return for substantial 
services currently rendered. If there 
are no services actually rendered it 


is not called “earned” income. For 
each $80 (or fraction thereof) income 
earned above $1200 you will lose one 
month’s benefit, and your wife, if 
based on yours, will lose hers. 

Whether earned in covered or un- 
covered self-employment or not self- 
employment, income exceeding $1,200 
will mean loss of Social Security 
benefit. 

Other income planned for retire- 
ment, for which services are not cur- 
rently rendered, though not large, 
may make it unnecessary to seek em- 
ployment which may deprive you of 
Social Security benefit. Anxious con- 
cern is not becoming. Practical, con- 
structive planning is intelligent. Ac- 
cruing benefits in the Ministers’ An- 
nuity Fund will go a long way in such 
a constructive program. 


Stork Visits Far East 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (PN)—Iwo new 
missionary babies have arrived on Far 
Eastern mission fields. From Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas W. Taylor in Chunju, 
Korea comes word of the birth July 
17 of a daughter, Rebecca Susan. From 
Kobe, Japan, announcement is re- 
ceived of the birth of a son, John 
Harper III, to Mr. and Mrs. John H. 
Brady, on September 9. 

Parents of Rebecca Susan are work- 
ing with Chunju Hospital, for which 
Mr. Taylor is the business manager. 

John Harper Brady, III, is the sec- 
ond generation to be born to mission- 
ary parents in Japan. His grandpar- 
ents, Rev. and Mrs. John H. Brady, 
now of Brainerd Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., were serving in Japan. 


Can [, At My Age, 


Become A Hotel Executive? 


yes! 








The success of Lewis Gradu- 
ates proves you can qualify for 






‘etter fascinating hotel, motel and 
graduation, club field or apartment house 

projects. Opportunities every- 
a where for both young and 
y mature. Previous experience 


Placement Bureau proved unnecessary. Train at 
as Hostess-House- home or through resident classes 
keeper.’’—Lana in Washington. Nation-wide 


Mitchell. Write for FREE book, ‘ 
“Thanks to Big Opportunity.”’ 

Lewis, I am Approved for ALLVeteran Training 
Ass’t. Man- Lewis Hotel Training School 


ager of this Desk AS-3403Wash. 7.0. ¢.,40thYr. 
fine hotel.” 


—Carl Mc- 
Intire. 


Write Today for FREE BOOK 
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Destruction of Istanbul 
Churches Deplored by WCC 


After receiving reports about at- 
tacks against Greek-speaking and 
other minorities in Istanbul, Turkey, 
the night of September 6, the General 
Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, 
issued the following statement: 

“What has happened to the Greek 
Orthodox Church in Istanbul is even 
worse than first reports gave us to 
understand. It is one of the worst 
calamities that has befallen any Chris- 
tian Church in our time and adds a 
further tragic chapter to the story of 
the sufferings of the Eastern Ortho- 
dox churches. That such a crime 
against the Church should be perpe- 
trated at a time when we speak of 
human rights is hard to believe and 
to understand. 

“The Christian world will want to 
express its solidarity with its brethren 
in Istanbul in every possible way. It 
will also be aware of the obligation to 
insist that full compensation be given 


insofar as there can be compensation 
for the historic treasures which have 
been destroyed. It will also want to 
express the conviction that steps must 
be taken to avoid the recurrence of 
such violence and to secure the re- 
spect of the rights of a religious mi- 
nority. Every church in the World 
Council cannot but feel that the 
burden which this member church 
must carry is also its burden.” 


Dr. Visser ’t Hooft has received a 
cable from the Ecumenical Patriarch 
of Constantinople saying: “DEEPLY 
MOVED BY YOUR KIND MES- 
SAGE AND PROMPT INTEREST 
OF THE WORLD COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES. THANK YOU 
WHOLEHEARTEDLY. PRAY 
THE LORD TO PROTECT HIS 
CHURCH AND FLOCK. 


Latest reports indicate that more 
than 60 out of the 80 Orthodox 


churches in and near Istanbul were 
either destroyed by mobs or their in- 
teriors were so badly ruined as to 
make them completely unusable. 
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Every Christian Home... 





NEEDS THIS CALENDAR! 










SIZE: 
934" x 16” 


¥ 

1 

: 13 Religious Pictures \ 

. (all in full color) 

: On 13 Pages! . 

_ This calendar makes day-by-day living easier 
because it carries a Scripture verse for every day 


,of the calendar year! Christian parents, faced 
with the responsibility of bringing up children in 
today’s world, will especially like these Scripture 
verses that help children understand the Christian 
Way of Life. More than a calendar, this is a 
lesson book in day-by-day living! An excellent 
Christmas gift! Used by millions of Christian 
people in daily devotions. Special editions in 
\Swedish, German, Norwegian, and Spanish, 











Architects and building com- 
mittees have placed their 
confidence in L. L. Sams and 
Sons for more than a half 
century to carry out precise- 
ly their church furniture re- 
. eoumaes Single copy 40¢; 3 copies $1.10; 12 copies 
$4.00; 25 copies $7.50; 50 copies $13.75; 100 
copies $25.00. 
















DESIGNERS 
AND 


You too can depend on the 
experienced craftsmen of L. 
L. Sams and Sons. Your in- 
quiry to L. L. Sams and Sons 
will be welcomed and given 
immediate attention. 


AND 
SONS 


MANUFACTURERS OF DISTINCTIVE CHURCH FURNITURE. 
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of 21 cards, just $1.00! 


SEND CHRIST-HONORING 
CHRISTMAS CARDS! 


Twenty-one cards and envelopes (with a Christ- 
Honoring Bible Verse on each card) nia 
designed by leading artists! Full 
color illustrations! Full box 








MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 





Order direct from your own publishing 
house or 

MESSENGER CORPORATION 

DEPT. PA-12, AUBURN, INDIANA 
Enclosed find $ __. for which send me 
Messenger Scripture Text Calen- 
dars, and boxes of Bible Verse 
Christmas Cards, 


NAME 
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CITY 
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ANNUITIES HELP SOLVE YOUR INCOME TAX PROBLEMS 





On your gift to Missions, 
a better income for You 


While the main purpose of annuity gifts to our Board is to help 
in the work of the church, the government, in the 1954 income 
tax law, has offered additional tax relief which makes annuity 
gifts even more attractive from the standpoint of income to 
the givers. 


In most cases, the taxable portion of the income from such 
annuities is, under the new law, only about half as much 
as previously. 


In addition to the relief on income, a substantial part of the 
original annuity gift is also deductible as a contribution in 
the year in which the gift is made. 


These are only two of the ways in which such a gift to the 
cause of Foreign Missions can also prove financially ad- 
vantageous to the giver. Other advantages include a worth- 
while, non-fluctuating income, and safety of both income and 
principal. 


We will be glad to supply full details about our 50-year-old 
annuity gift plan on request. Address 









CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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Leading Texas Layman 
Addresses Oklahomans 


MADILL, OKLA. (PNS)—Eighty-five 
men of the Synod of Oklahoma at- 
tended the highly successful Synod 
Men’s Conference held at Texoma 
Christian Camp near here. This was 
believed to be one of the best at- 
tended conferences held in the As- 
sembly, when judged on a percentage 
basis of the number of men in the 
synod, 

Before the conference closed, C. A. 
Tackett of the Beal Heights Presby- 
terian Church, Lawton, Okla., was 
elected president of Synod Men’s 
Council for 1956. Frederick Kate of 
Central Presbyterian Church, Okla- 
homa City, was named vice-president, 
and George Goolsby of the Idabel 
Presbyterian Church, was elected sec- 
retary and treasurer. Mr. Tackett suc- 
ceeds Marshall Huser, president for 
1955, who acted as conference mod- 
erator. 

The conference opened with an ad- 
dress by Billy Baldwin of Midland, 
Texas, active worker among the Men 
of Texas. He was an able substitute 
for Walter Humphrey of Fort Worth, 
president of Assembly Men’s Council, 
who became ill and could not attend. 
He was introduced by Rev. Jack Mc- 
Michael, regional director of the 
Synods of Texas and Oklahoma, who 
later spoke on men’s work, 

Rev. J. Martin Singleton, pastor of 
Central Church, Oklahoma City, was 
conference director, and James A. 
Harkins was assistant director. 

Inspirational addresses, know-how 
sessions, a sunrise Communion service 
conducted in an open-air amphitheater 
on the edge of Lake Texoma, and 
Sunday school were features of the 
conference. * Ministers and laymen 


| from the churches of Oklahoma con- 





ducted them. 


New Building 


GAFFNEY, S. C.—(PN)—First services 
in the new Limestone Presbyterian 
Church here were held in September. 
Pastor of Limestone Church is Rev. 
W. T. Manson Jr. 


- 4 


CHURCH BULLETINS 
mi Every progressive ehureh 

f should use Winters’ De Luxe 
Bulletin Board. Dignified, 
} effective, and economical. 
i Over 7,000 IN USE, increase 
j attendance, interest, and 
collections. Write today for 
Illus. Catalog PS. . &. 
Winters Specialty Company, 
Davenport, Iowa. 
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Redhead Featured on 
New Television Series 


Three Presbyterians and one Meth- 
odist minister are featured in a new 
television series Man to Man which 
began in October. Speakers are Dr. 
John A. Redhead Jr., pastor of First 
Church, Greensboro, N. C.; Dr. Louis 
H. Evans, Board of World Missions, 
Presbyterian Church, USA; Dr. Don- 
ald Grey Barnhouse, Tenth Church in 
Philadelphia; and Dr. Ralph W. Sock- 
man, Christ Church (Methodist), New 
York City. 

Each man has filmed a 13-week 
series of quarter-hour programs, ad- 
dressing himself to the average tele- 
viewer, whether a church member or 
not. The messages, spoken in a man- 
to-man fashion rather than as sermons, 


emphasize how basic principles of 


Christianity apply to everyday prob- 
lems. 

Dr. Redheads’ series, now being 
shown in the South, winds up this 
month. Beginning in January the series 
will be shifted into new areas so that 
each section of the country is covered. 
In any local community it is necessary 
to consult the television station to 
learn the time of broadcast. The pro- 
grams, produced by the Broadcasting 
and Film Commission of the National 
Council of Churches, are broadcast by 
stations of all networks on their public 
service time. 


Memphis Church Gets Bequest 


MEMPHIS, TENN.—Idlewild Presby- 
terian Church was left a bequest of 
$5000 by James D. Collier Sr., who 
died last August. Mr. Collier, execu- 
tive of James D. Collier and Co. in- 
surance firm, stipulated that gift be 
used for the development of the 
church. 


Buttrick in Atlanta 


ATLANTA, GA.—Dr. George A. But- 
trick, dean of the Chapel, Harvard 
University, delivered a series of four 
sermons at Atlanta’s Trinity Presby- 
terian Church in September. The eve- 
ning sermons were the high light of 
Trinity’s Spiritual Emphasis Week. 
Professor C. Benton Kline of Agnes 
Scott College conducted Bible study 
preceding the sermons. Dr. Buttrick 
was pastor of Madison Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church in New York from 
1927—1954. 
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“Our Servel Kerosene Refrigerator 
worked beautifully... 
even after a trailer fell on it” 


WRITES MISSIONARY FROM INDIA 


€¢ When we moved our Servel Kerosene Refrigerator in a jeep from 
one mountain village to another,” writes Mrs. Roy Hagen from 
a mission in Bengal, India, “we had to travel a road high in the 
Himalayas, chipped out of steep hillsides. Our trailer tongue 
snapped, throwing the Servel out. The trailer ended upside down 
on the Servel and we had visions of that being the end of its 
service. But after it was installed it worked beautifully. It has 


given remarkable service. 7? 











REFRIGERATORS 








This letter is typical of the many that 
come from distant lands, attesting to the 
extra rugged construction, simplicity and 
dependability of the Servel Kerosene 
Refrigerator. 


When your missionaries overseas need 
a new refrigerator, superb performance 
by the Servel is what they can expect 
and rely on. This simple, silent refriger- 
ator has no moving parts to wear. It 
works faithfully ANYWHERE, without 
gas or electricity . . . such features as 
extra insulation and corrosion resistant 
shelves enable it to meet even the tests 
of steaming jungle or other climate ex- 
tremes . . . foods, beverages and medi- 
cines stay chilled and fresh . . . abun- 
dant ice cubes are available. The new 
model has large frozen food compart- 
ment, spacious door shelves, many other 
advanced features. To learn what a 
Servel can do for your mission, write 
for illustrated booklet. 


Missions Department WO-12 
SERVEL, INC., International Division 
19 Rector Street, New York 6, N. Y. 








MAKE MONEY WITH 


RUBBER SCRUBBER 


THE SELF CLEANING SCOURING PAD 


~ - leaves hands soft and s-m-c--t-h! 
Repeat sales guaranteed with Rubber 
Serubber. Try it—yeu'll leve it! 
Write to 
RUBBER SCRUBBER Corp. 
Dep’t RU-3Watertown. N. Y. 


FREE 
SAMPLE 


and full 
particulars 











Mass Evangelistic Services 
Held in Korean Centers 


CHUNJU, KOREA (PN)—Rev. E. H. 
Hamilton, Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
missionary in Taipei, Formosa, was 
speaker for a series of special evange- 
listic services in Korean mission cen- 
ters during October and November. 
Week-long mass evangelism efforts 
were sponsored jointly by the Korean 


| Mission and the Evangelism Commit- 

















order from: 


Box 6127 
Atlanta 5, Ga. 





* Gift Books 


In keeping with the true spirit 


of Christmas. 


* Walks of Jesus 
by B. Lewis 


Inspirational messages which give us a fresh ap- 
proach to the resources of Christ for our daily 
living. Beautifully written and radiant with Chris- 
tian conviction. $1.50 


* Angels in Pinafores 
* Heaven in My Hand 


by Alice Lee Humphreys 


All the charm and simplicity of childhood are re- 

vealed in these volumes which contain fascinat- 

ing glimpses into the lives of six-year-olds. 
each $2.00 


*Moments of Eternity 
by Betty W. Stoffel 


Simple and moving poems about things that 
mean most to everyone. $1.25 


* In Tune with Nature’s Voice 
by Elizabeth McE. Shields 


Word pictures in poetry, designed to reveal the 
work of God the Creator, and to indicate some of 


the ways in which His voice is heard. $1.00 
PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
Box 1020 Box 1176 


Dallas 21, Texas Richmond 9, Va. 


Please send me MND sav os Pare sane ack say veka ea eae De te rate tata ar ie totava at toeioke 
__._ ANGELS IN PINAFORES 
@ $2.00 
__— HEAVEN IN MY HAND MME Nico 5 ar oraa ge bah sak nhare Wook Waar RTEA Me arRAS aa ec ienene ote 
@ $2.00 
—— MOMENTS OF ETERNITY 
I a ce ise jc ssataum aia tesieieietonatosete ete 
—_ IN TUNE WITH NATURE’S 
VOICE @ $1.00 
—_WALKS OF JESUS @ $1.50 cash...... Charge...... 





tee of the General Assembly of the 
Korean Presbyterian Church as an 
Evangelistic Crusade. 

Planned at the request of the Di- 
vision of Evangelism, Board of Church 
Extension, the meetings enabled the 
mission fields to join with the South- 
ern Church in a world-wide evange- 
listic effort. 

Mr. Hamilton was invited by the 
Korean Mission, with the approval of 


| the Board of World Missions, because 


of his highly successful evangelistic 
meetings in Formosa. Assisting him 
will be Rev. Ta Young Lee, former 
missionary to China from the Korean 
Presbyterian Church, and Mr, Whang, 


| chairman of the Korean General As- 
| sembly’s Committee on Evangelism. 








ATLANTA, GA.—Dr. Wade H. Boggs, 
former moderator of the General As- 
sembly, conducted a week’s preaching 
mission at South Church, Kansas City, 
Mo., September 25—October 2. Rev. 
Joseph B. Ledford is pastor of the 
host church. 

Before going to Kansas City Dr. 
Boggs preached at a meeting of South 
Carolina Synodical at Bethesda 
Church, Camden. 





? Have you read 





A layman’s view of his church and 
himself—and what they offer and 
need from each other 

“Filled with practical wisdom . 
of great significance to our laymove- 
ment.”—United Church Men 
“Inspirational and_ practical 

how ministers and laymen can work 
together toward building a more 
vital church.”—International Jour- 
nal of Religious Education 

“A book every Protestant layman 
should own and read.”—LeRoy P. 
Burney, director, Officer Training, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 

“His love for the church makes us 
love it the more.’—Presbyterian 
Tribune 


$1.25 at all bookstores 
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Order World Missions 
Films Now, Churches Told 


Films and filmstrips to be used in 
connection with World Missions Sea- 
son in February should be ordered at 
once, according to the Audio-Visual 
Aids Department of the Board of 
Christian Education. 

“So popular have these films be- 
come that they are booked up by the 
time World Missions monthly actually 
arrives,” says Charles Krause, director 
of the department. 

A list of films recommended by the 
Board of World Missions is available 
from Mr. Krause’s office, Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Va. All films on this list 
must be ordered from the Richmond 
office since it handles audio-visuals for 
the Board of World Missions. 


Furloughed Missionaries Arrive 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—The arrival, on 
furlough, of three missionaries was 
announced by the Board of World 
Missions, 

From Kakinda, Belgian Congo, has 
come Miss Alice Longenecker. A reg- 
istered nurse, Miss Longenecker has 
served in the Congo since 1945. 

From North Brazil Mission have 
come Rev. and Mrs. William B. Mose- 
ley of Chattanooga, Tenn. They are 
making their home in Ft. Pierce, Fla., 

















He 
“conquered” 
Europe for 
Christ! 


BILLY GRAHAM: 
A MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 


by George Burnham 
Introduction by Billy Graham 


Thrilling behind-the-scenes story of 
Billy Graham‘s 1955 crusades in the 
United Kingdom and Europe—the 
man who drew crowds totaling over 
4,000,000, and the messages that won 
over 100,000 converts in five months. 















A THOUGHTFUL gift for that special 
person on your Christmas list 


The International 
Lesson Annual—1956 








edited by lesson analysis by 
CHARLES M. LAYMON ROY L. SMITH 


Here is a Christmas gift that will be used every week in 1956. 
Someone you know will be grateful many times for the best, com- 
pletely new commentary on the International Sunday School 
Lessons. 


For every Sunday in 1956, these specific helps: 


TEXT—both King James and Revised Standard versions, printed 
in parallel columns 


EXPLANATION—a distinguished biblical scholar explains the 
meaning of the text 


APPLICATION—Roy L. Smith applies the lesson to life today 


TEACHING SUGGESTIONS—practical, down-to-earth outlines 
for making the lesson clear 


Contributors: Charles M. Laymon, Roy L. Smith, Theodore P. 
Ferris, Floyd V. Filson, Mary M. Harrison, Gerald B. Harvey, 
Francis E. Kearns, Lindsey P. Pherigo, Chester W. Quimby, 
Martin Rist, Ralph W. Sockman, Dwight E. Stevenson, J. Carter 
Swaim, Howard E. Tower, Kyle M. Yates. 


For the serious Bible student—or for the teacher of the adult 
class—here is the answer to a long-felt need. You couldn't give a 
finer gift—see it at your favorite bookstore TODAY! 


448 large pages € 6x9 inches + Only $2.95 


At ALL BOOKSTORES 





: AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
a Revell Publication 
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